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69 GREAT QUEEN STREET, KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 


Phone: HOLBORN 7341. 


Birds in the London Area, 1936. 


OBSERVED WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL. 


INTRODUCTION. 


FroR some years the Ornithological records received by the London 

Natural History Society have steadily increased until it was felt 
that their volume warranted the issue of a separate report. This has 
been issued to all members, but a certain number of copies are avail- 
able for non-members at a price of 1s 6d. We shall be grateful if mem- 
bers will bring this to the notice of friends who do not belong to the 
Society. : 

This year we have been able to include three short articles on the 

continued wintering of Green Sandpipers, the Crossbill invasion and a 
roost of Pied Wagtails. Notes on the special species selected by the 
British Trust for Study during 1936 are given separately from the 
' specific notes, but the amount of information received is rather dis- 
appointing. Several members have contributed some very interesting 
reports, and it is hoped that the species for 1937 will be more suitable 
for our area. Those selected are Magpie, Red-backed Shrike and Coot. 
It will be appreciated if members will contribute separate summaries 
of their observations on these species. The section continues to co- 
operate with the British Trust and the Recorder will be glad to supply 
information on current enquiries. 
On a glance through the year’s notes two movements stand out apart 
from the normal migration periods. Snow about the middle of January 
was followed by passage on the part of several species. To take but 
a few cases, Skylarks increased enormously at Beddington sewage farm, 
a Short-eared Owl was seen in the Lea Valley, Golden Plovers passed 
over Epping Forest and Ewell, and a flock of Lapwings flew south-west 
over Regents Park. At Ewell Woodcocks were seen in a new locality, 
and five Great Black-backed Gulls appeared though they are seldom 
seen in the area away from river-valleys. Early in February a second 
‘‘ weather migration ’’ seems to have taken place, movements of Golden 
Plovers and Lapwings being again recorded. In Bushy Park a large 
influx of various species was noted about llth February. Smew were 
reported on the 9th of this month from three localities where they had 
not been seen recently. 

Other interesting events of the year include a Blackcap in February, 
the breeding of Dartford Warblers in two localities, the occurrence of 
Waxwing, Hoopoe, and Peregrine, the appearance of Merlin, Pintail, 
Scaup and Black-necked Grebe in Inner London, a Long-tailed Duck 
at Staines for the fifth consecutive winter, the ‘‘ summering ”’ of three 
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Goosanders, five species of Grebes in the Lea Valley, a great Northern 
Diver at Barn Elms, a Stone Curlew for the second year on spring 
migration in Richmond Park, and a party of five Little Gulls at Little- 
ton Reservoir. Twenty-four species of limicolae were observed includ- 
ing Little Stints, one Temminck’s Stint, a Purple Sandpiper, and a 
Turnstone and Sanderling together. The total number of species re- 
corded in the area during the year was 171. These facts bear a striking 
testimony to the variety of bird-life that is to be found around London. 

Readers who want more detailed information on the birds of the 
Royal Parks and Inner London should refer to the reports of the Com- 
mittee on Bird Sanctuaries in Royal Parks, published by H.M. Station- 
ery Office, and to the annual article on ‘‘ Birds in Inner London,’”’ by 
Mr A. Holte Macpherson in British Birds. 

All records are for 1936 except in the report on the Special species 
and where otherwise stated. Observers responsible for the published 
notes are indicated by initials, as are the counties. Abbreviations are 
as follows: —B.B.=British Birds Magazine, L.N.=London Naturalist, 
Res. =Reservoir. 

We should like to call attentren to the generosity of Miss C. E. 
Longfield and Mr C. W. G. Paulson which has made possible the in- 
clusion of a detailed map with this first issue of the report as a separate 
publication, and we hope that this will add considerably to the interest 
of the records. Mr Paulson has also presented to the Section an inch 
to the mile map based on the Ordnance Survey with the 20-mile radius 
clearly marked. This map should be of great value to observers un- 
familiar with the area and can be consulted on application to the 
Recorder or the Curator. We also wish to thank Messrs R. S. R. Fitter 
and J. S. Wightman for assistance in entering records on the Society’s 
files. On this occasion we should like to express our great regret at 
losing the services of Mr C. Weeks on-the Recording Committee, and 
to thank him very sincerely for his work in connection with previous 
reports. Notes have been received from the following 83 observers 
whose assistance we gratefully acknowledge. 


S. Austin, A. Holte Macpherson. 

Miss J. Baggallay. EK. Mann. 

H. Bentham. Mann, P., per C.L.C. 
Bishop, A. H., per C.L.C. Reh Manne 

Mrs W. Boyd-Watt. G. E. Manser. 

R. E. Brinton. Dr P. Manson-Bahr,. 

H. J. Burkill. G. K. McCulloch. 

Miss M. H. Butterworth. W. D. Melluish. 

K. R. Chandler. Merchant Taylors’ School (M.T.S.). 
C. L. Collenette. Do As Re Moreank 

Mrs C. L. Collenette. Nicholls, E. M., per R.C.H. 
G. W. Collett. (K.M.Ns.). 

W. E. Colyer. EK. M. Nicholson (E.M.N.). 
P. W. E. Currie, E. T. Nicholson. 


JeeD a Datarn: C. A. Norris. 
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J. E. S. Dallas. 

Miss K. Douglas-Smith. 
W. H. Dunkin. 

Major J. C. Eales-White. 
G, D. Elcome. 

Finch, F. R., per A.H.M. 
R. S. R. Fitter. 

W. A. French. 

Geare, R. H., per L.P. 
W. EK. Glegg. 

C. Godwin. 

W. N. Greenwell. 

Hall, H. R., per C.L.C. 
J. P. Hardiman. 

A. H. Harris. 

P. H. T. Hartley. 


Hayman, R. W., per C.L.C. 


. D. Hayward. 

, A. D. Hollom. 

. C. Homes. 

. Hopkins. 

. B. Hornblower. 

. J. Johnston. 

Mrs H. M. Rait-Kerr. 
K. P. Keywood. 

Miss C. E,. Longfield. 
Dr G. Carmichael Low. 


APan ys 


Miss M. Van Oostveen. 

L. Parmenter. 

C. W. G. Paulson. 

E. G. Pedler. 

R. W. Pethen. 

H. A. Pettit. 

Rabbets, A. J., per G.E.M. 

P. W. Ratcliff. 

Miss M. Rew. 

R. W. Robbins. 

J. E. Roberts. 

J. Ross. 

P. W. Sandeman. 

R. McK. Smith. 

J. E. Sulman. 

Thornton, J. D., per C.L.C. 

Miss D. Venour. 

Ward, J. H., per W. B. Alexander. 

EK. C. Watt. 

R. Marshman Wattson. 

Westminster School: G. H. J. Furs- 
don, T. R. Garnett. 

Miss KE, M. Wheeler. 

J. S. Wightman, 

A. R. Wilton. 

Windsor, R. E., per C.L.C. 

W. A. Wright. 


HoopEp Crow. Corvus corniz corniz L. 


K. 
Sie 


Walthamstow Res., one on 18th April (W.A.W.). 

Barnes, one to three seen by the river on several occasions from 
28th October to 29th December (A.H.B., M.H.B., G.D.E.). Bed- 
dington sewage farm, one on 12th February (P.W.R.) and on 3rd 
(L.P.), and two on 18th March (P.W.R.). Mitcham Common, one 
on 22nd March (L.P.). Richmond, one in the park on 2nd Feb- 
ruary (J.E.S.D.), and one, which flew across the river, on 30th 
December (K.G.P.). 


Roox. Corvus f. frugilegus L. 


S. 


Ham Green, a rookery contained 14 occupied nests on 25th April. 
This site is nine miles from Charing Cross and there is now no 
other rookery between (E.M.N.). 


[Nutoracker. Nucifraga caryocatactes (? subspecies). 


S. 


Kew Green, one on 6th July is suspected to have been an “ escape ”’ 


(W.N.G., B.B., xxx, p. 93).] 
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Maeriz. Pica p. pica (L.). 
K. Epping Forest, one pair bred and successfully reared five young 


(R.E.B., F.J.J.). 


HawrincH. Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes (L.). 


EK. Although no nests have been reported this species is still frequently 
seen in and around Epping Forest (various observers). 

K. Beckenham, three on 6th May and one on 27th September (G.E.M.., 
P.W.R.). Hayes, five on 5th April (G.W.C.) and one on 22nd 
September (G.E.M., P.W.R.). -Petts Wood, one on 9th February 
(M.M.H.). 

M. Northwood, one on 29th February and 21st March. On 24th May 
one or two were seen in Copse Wood (G.H.). 

S. Ashtead, frequently seen from January to April, chiefly in beech- 
woods and among hawthorns (J.S.W.). Epsom Common, four on 
10th April (L.P.). Headley, three on 13th December (J.S.W.). 
Kew Gardens, one on 16th April (G.D.E.). Limpsfield, one on 6th 
December (K.R.C.). Morden Park, seen on 14th January (J.B.). 
Oxshott, one on 2nd May (J.S.W.). Purley, reported from a re- 
liable source to have bred in a private garden in this district 
(J.S.W.). Reigate, five on 28th March (H.B.). Richmond Park, 
often reported in small numbers January to March (C.L.C.), maxi- 
mum about 30 in February (W.E.G.). It bred in the grounds of 
Pembroke Lodge (C.L.C., and others). Sydenham Hill, at least 
three on 8th March (E.M.N.). Tadworth, one on 12th February, 
two on 17th July and 4th October. Walton Heath, one on 13th 
April (H.B.). 


S1sK1nN. Carduelis spinus (L.). 

K. Beckenham, two to six from 2nd January to 16th February. 60-70 
in December (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

H. Watford, one at Cassio Bridge on 9th February (G.H.). 

M. Bushy Park, a few on 11th February (J.E.R.). Highgate Woods, 
one with Greenfinches on 15th April (J.D.D.). Uxbridge, three or 
four on 5th December (A.H.M.). 

S. Beddington Park, two in alders on 16th February (L.P.). Oxted, 
40-50 on 20th December (D.A.T.M., L.P.). Richmond Park, re- 
ported in small numbers from 3rd January to 10th March and from 
10th November to 4th December (J.B., C.L.C., W.E.C., W.E.G.). 
Wimbledon Common, one on 11th December (J.B.). 

Lesser Reppoty. Carduelis flammea cabaret (P. L. S. Miill.). 

This bird is treated under Special species but a record of about 250 
at High Beach, Epping Forest, on 25th November (S.A.) may be 
mentioned here, this number being exceptionally large even for 
this favourite haunt. 


Linnet. Carduelis c. cannabina (L.). 


S. Esher Common, nest with 2 eggs on 5th April, an early date 
(J.E.R.). 
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Common Crosssitt. Loria c. curvirostra L. 


K. Crockham Hill Common, flock heard and male watched singing on 
5th April (J.S.W.). Hayes, four to six seen during April including 
two males in breeding plumage (G.E.M., P.W.R.), three on 30th 
April (A.J.R.) and on 2nd, and five on 17th May (M.M.H.). Kes- 
ton, six on 5th April (G.W.C.), and about 20 on 23rd May (M.M.H.). 

S. Addlestone, 14 on 22nd March (P.A.D.H.). Ashtead, 2 or 3 pairs 
present throughout the spring; six, apparently a family party, on 
21st April. At least one seen and heard every day until 12th May 
(J.S.W.). Box Hill, a pair on 24th March (P.W.E.C.). Carshalton 
Beeches, two males and one female on Ist March; birds seen since 
end of October 1935 (R.H.G.). Kew Gardens, an adult male, two 
females, and one other bird, probably a young male, on 28th March. 
Nest seen (H.M.R.-K., see also W. A. Cadman, B.B., xxix, p. 359). 
Leatherhead, a flock of 12 feeding in spruce and larch on 22nd 
March and five on 29th November (P.W.E.C.). Oxshott, about 20 
on 25th February (J.S.W.), eight on 22nd (G.C.L., A.H.M.), and 
one heard on 28th March (R.C.H.). Tadworth, seven on 8th and 
four on 14th June (H.B.). Wimbledon Common, present from 12th 
May to 24th June, maximum about 12 (R.E.W.). 


BraMBLine. F'ringilla montifringilla L. 

EK. Epping Forest, it does not seem to have been seen in such num- 
bers as in previous years, 

Knighton Wood, several in March and one on Ist November 
(W.A.W.). Walthamstow Reservoirs, one on 4th January (F.R.F., 
J.P.H.). 

H. Watford Sewage Farm, one on 15th March was the only record for 
19386 (G.H.). 

K. Beckenham, one to three from 9th February to 8th March. One on 
20th December (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Biggin Hill, one on 15th 
November (K.R.C.). 

M. Bushy Park, a few on 17th November (J.E.R.). Ken Wood, 15 on 
30th December (H.M.R.-K.). Primrose Hill, five to nine from 14th 
February to 21st March (M.R.). 

S. Ashtead, very plentiful in beech-woods, winter 1936-7 (J.S.W.). 
Beddington, two to twelve from February to April (P.W.R.). 
Ewell, one on 19th January (A.H.H.). Epsom Downs, 12 or more 
on 23rd February (A.R.W.), and four on 2Ist November (H.B.). 
Givons Grove, near Mickleham, between 30 and 40 feeding on the 
ground on 4th January in a treeless field where umbelliferae grow 
(H.J.B.). Headley, flock first seen on 15th October, 50-60 on 13th 
December (J.S.W.). Kingswood, four on lst November (H.B.). 
Limpsfield, several on 6th December (K.R.C.). Richmond Park, 
reported on several occasions in winter (C.L.C.). Tadworth, one 
on 25th October and six on 13th December (H.B.). Titsey, flock of 
20 on 22nd November (K.R.C.). Walton Heath, two on Ist and 20 
on 14th November, 40-50 on 5th December (H.B.). Woldingham, 
20 on 27th November (G.W.C.). 
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TREE-SPARROW. Passer m. montanus (L.). 


B. Colnbrook, 130 on 17th January 1935 (Report of Oxford Orn. So- 
ciety, 1935, p. 11). Langley Sewage Farm, some on 27th Septem- 
ber (R.S.R.F.). 

E. Sewardstone, a large flock was seen at the gravel-pit on 3rd August 
(W.A.W.). Wanstead Park, a small flock on 14th February (S.A.). 
It continues to be well distributed in Epping Forest and the Lea 
Valley. 

H. and M.—Reported from Sandy Lodge, Brent Reservoir, Bushy Park 
and Staines Reservoirs. 

K. Elmers End Sewage Farm, 70-80 in early January but only one or 
two February to April; four or five in early September, increasing 
to 20 on 24th (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

S. Beddington Sewage Farm, about 12 resident on the farm. Over 
100 in April, early May and September (P.W.R.), 20 on 29th No- 
vember (L.P.). Epsom Sewage Farm, four or five on 9th February 
(R.S.R.F.). Richmond Park, nested in usual numbers (C.L.C.). 


Corn Buntine. Emberiza c. calandra L. 


M. Staines, still observed regularly in the breeding season. 
S. Beddington, one on 28th March (P.W.R.). Ewell, four pairs 
located (A.H.H.). 


Crr~t Buntine. Emberiza c. cirlus L. 
S. Chipstead, one singing on 15th November (G.W.C.). 


Snow Buntine. Plectrophenaz n. nivalis (L.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 14th November (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 


Woop LarKx. Lullula a. arborea (L.). 


S. Ashtead Downs, flock of seven on 13th December. Box Hill, one or 
two pairs on 4th April; pair feeding young on 11th July (J.S.W.). 
Esher Common, one on 5th May (K.P.K.). Mickleham Downs, one 
in full song on 23rd February (A.R.W.). Oxshott Heath, one on 
28th March (R.C.H.). Richmond Park, less frequently reported 
than last year; doubtful if it nested (C.L.C.). Tadworth, one pass- 
ing south in October (H.B.). Walton Heath, at least four pairs 
on 18th April (H.J.B.). 


Sxy Lark. Alauda a. arvensis L. 


S. After a period of frost in January a large increase in numbers was 
noted at Beddington and Ewell. At Beddington Sewage Farm 
there were about 900-1000 on the 19th, the average population be- 
ing about 60 (P.W.R.)., and at Ewell at least 350 were seen on 
23rd January, compared with the normal figure of about 150 


(A.H.H.). 


MeEapow Prrit. Anthus pratensis (L.). 
M. Edmonton Sewage Farm, about 300 on 27th December (E.M.). 


BIRDS IN THE LONDON AREA, 1936. 7 


Rock Preit. Anthus spinoletta petrosus (Mont.). 


E. King George V Res., one on 25th January and 28th December 
(W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., one on 2nd February (R.W.P.). 

H. Hamper Mill, one on 17th October (G.H.). 

M. Littleton Res., one on 7th October (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 249). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 18th April (G.C.L.). 


BLUE-HEADED WaerTatu. Motacilla ft. flava L. 


S. Barn Elms Res., one on 18th April (G.C.L., E.G.P., see also B.B., 
xxx, p. 31), and one on 12th May watched in company of male yel- 
low wagtail (D.A.T.M.). 


Yettow Waetait. Motacilla flava rayi (Bp.). 

H. Hamper Mill, fewer bred than usual (G.H.). 

Kk. Klmers End Sewage Farm, a pair with young on 16th August 
(G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

M. Hampton Res., one on 24th March is stated to be the earliest record 
for the county (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 249). Ruislip Res., migra- 
tion in larger numbers than usual in spring but less in autumn 
(G.H.). 

S. Bred as usual at Barn Elms Res., Beddington and Brooklands sew- 
age farms (various observers). Richmond Park, four near the Penn 
Ponds on 7th August (E.G.P.). 


Prep Waerart. Motacilla alba yarrellii Gould. 
M. Edmonton Sewage Farm, about 150 on 27th December (E.M.). 


Waite Waerarr. Motacilla a. alba L. 

King George V Res., one on 25th April (W.A.W.). 

Watford Sewage Farm, one or more on 15th March (G.H.). 
Elmers End Sewage Farm, three on 22nd March (G.E.M., P.W.R.), 
and one on 16th April (P.W.R.). 

Staines Res., one to four from 15th to 24th April (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
J.E.R., P.W.S.). 

Barn Elms Res., one on 18th (G.C.L.), 21st (E.G.P.), and on 25th 
(A.H.M.), at least four on 26th (R.C.H., D.A.T.M., C.W.G.P.), 
and two on 28th April (H.G.P.). A male in good plumage on 27th 
September (C.W.G.P.). Beddington Sewage Farm, two on 28th 
March (P.W.R.), and one on 19th April (L.P.). 


British Wittow Tirmovuse. Parus atricapillus kleinschmidti Hellm. 

M. Ruislip Common, after disappearance during summer was noted 
again on 16th August (G.H.). 

S. Crohamhurst, two on 9th February pecking at the oak gall, Cynips 
collart; one on Ist March (L.P.). Limpsfield, a pair in a damp oak 
wood with a few scattered birch trees; song heard on 29th March, 
one on 25th April (L.P.). 


Great Grey Surike. Lanius e. excubitor L. 
S. Oxted, one on 18th March (K.R.C., see also B.B., xxx, p. 196). 
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Walton Heath, one on 24th October (H.B., see also B.B., xxx, p. 
231). 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE. Lanius c. collurio L. 


EK. Bred at Buckhurst Hill (W.A.W.). Status apparently unchanged 
in Epping Forest. 


H. Nested at Totteridge (J.D.D., J.E.S.). 

K. Beckenham, two pairs nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

M. Reported from Mill Hill and Scratch Wood (W.D.M.), Ruislip Com- 
mon (G.H.), and Staines Res. (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

S. Nested at Ashtead (J.S.W.), Epsom Common (J.E.R.), Limpsfield 


(K.R.C.), and Tadworth (H.B.). Probably bred on Ham Com- 
mon (W.N.G.) and Wimbledon Common (P.W.S.). 


Waxwine. Bombycilla garrulus (L.). 


M. Gunnersbury Park, one on 1st January (H. J. Hoffman, B.B., xxix, 
p. 292). 


Prep FrycatcHer. Muscicapa h. hypoleuca (Pall.). 
M. Ruislip Common, a female on 28rd August (G.H.). 


Woop Warster. Phylloscopus s, sibilatrix (Bechst.). 

E. Epping Forest, reported as usual. Knighton Wood, noted on 21st 
June (W.A.W.). 

K. Farnborough, one on 3rd May (M.M.H.). West Wickham, one pair 
nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

M. Bushy Park, one on 6th and 15th May and on 8th July (J.E.R.). 
Ken Wood, two on 4th May (H.M.R.-K.). Hyde Park, one on 5th 
May (E.G.P.). Kensington Gardens, one on 17th May (G.H.J.F.). 
Ruislip and Stanmore, reported as usual. Staines Res., one on 24th 
April (A.H.M.). 

S. Addington Hills, probably nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Arbrook and 
Esher Commons, several pairs observed (R.C.H., K.P.K.). Barn 
Elms Res., one on 27th April (E.G.P.). Box Hill, a pair on 14th 
June (D.A.T.M.). Combe Wood, nest with three eggs on 15th May 
(C.A.N.). Limpsfield, nested on edge of common (P. M.-B.). Wim- 
bledon Common, several in song on 20th April (J.B.), and a young 
bird on 26th July (R.E.W.). 


GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. Locustella n. noevia (Bodd.). 


M. Ruislip, one in Park Wood from early May to 15th July (G.H.). 
S. Ashtead and Epsom Commons. Status unchanged (J.S.W.). 


BuackeaP. Sylvia a. atricapilla (L.). 
M. Ken Wood, two pairs bred (H.M.R.-K.). Bushy Park, a male on 
3lst March. Considered unusually abundant in 1936 (J.E.R.). 


S. Ewell, a male seen singing on a bright mild morning, 28th Feb- 
ruary (A.H.H.). 
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Lesser WaHirTetHrRoatT. Sylvia c. curruca (L.). 
This species was abundant on Ashtead and Epsom Commons 
(J.S.W.) and several pairs probably nested on Hayes Common 
(G.E.M., P.W.R.), but there is little information from other locali- 
ties and notes on distribution will be welcome. 


DartrorD WaRBLER. Sylvia undata dartfordiensis Lath. 

S. Bred in two localities within the Society’s area. Two nests were 
reported from ‘‘ A,’’ and in ‘‘ B,’’ where breeding has not pre- 
viously been recorded during the present century, one pair success- 
fully reared two broods of four young each. By the end of the year 
both adults and young appeared to have left the locality, the last 
bird being seen on 26th December. 


Frevprare. Twrdus pilaris L. 
Several observers note this species as being unusually scarce in the 
winter of 1936-7. Birds were first reported in several localities 
about the middle of November, a large influx taking place in 
Bushy Park between the 10th ad 17th of this month, but elsewhere 
few have been seen. 


THRUSHES. 

S. In the Limpsfield district during October and November Mistle 
Thrushes (Turdus v. viscivorus), Song Thrushes (Turdus ericetorwm) 
and, in a lesser degree, Blackbirds (Turdus m. merula) were watched 
eating yew-berries and throwing up seeds with some of the fruit 


undigested (R.W.R.). 


Repwine. Turdus m. musicus L. 

Many observers have commented on the exceptional numbers heard 
passing over in the second half of October and during November. 
In Bushy Park an influx took place between 10th and 17th Novem- 
ber, at Headley large numbers passed through from 10th October 
onwards, and at Limpsfield from 14th October to 27th November, 
being usually heard between 10 p.m. and midnight. Passage was 
also heard to an unusual extent over London itself between these 
dates. 


WHEATEAR. Ocnanthe oe. oenanthe (L.). 
M. Lambeth, one on 29th April (C.G.). Considered scarcer than usual 
on saicaeafhion at Edmonton Sewage Farm (KH. M.) and at Ruislip 


Res. (G.H.). 


Warncnat. Sazicola r. rubetra (L.). 
EK. Broxbourne, a male on 24th June (S.A.). Chigwell Sewage Farm, 
bred (W.A.W.). 
H. East Barnet Valley, a pair on 3lst May (R.W.P.). 
M. Edmonton Sewage Farm, four pairs during summer (H.M.). Little- 
- ton Res., a nest seen with seven eggs (P.A.D.H.). Mill Hill, prob- 
ably bred. Scratch Wood, one pair bred (W.D.M.). 


10 
S. 


THE LONDON BIRD REPORT. 


Richmond Park, two or three pairs reported to have bred (C.L.C.). 
Seen on migration in several localities. 


British StonecHat. Sazxicola torquata hibernans (Hart.). 


153, 


M. 


S. 


Colnbrook, a male by the canal on 9th February (C.E.L.). 

Bushy Park, one pair spent the winter of 1935-6 (J.E.R.). Hamp- 
stead, one in Willerton Road on 20th November (K.D.-S.). 

Breeds on most of the commons, with a wider distribution in autumn 
and winter. 


Brack Repstart. Phoenicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis (Gm.). 


M. 


Littleton Res., a female on 6th November (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 
249). South Kensington, a female was caught in the Natural His- 
tory Section of the British Museum on 9th May (A. H. Bishop, per 
C.L.C.). Staines, one on 30th December near the reservoir (O. 
Hohn, B.B., xxx, pp. 298-9). Lambeth, one seen by the Thames 
on 29th April (C.G.), was probably the male identified in West- 
minster on 6th May by E.M.N. It stayed till 10th June and was 
frequently heard in song (see also B.B., xxx, pp. 320-2). 

Barn Elms Res., one first seen on 26th January by G.C.L., remained 
until 14th March (G.C.L., A.H.M.). Beddington, a male on 11th 
April (P.W.R.). 


BLuETHROAT, Tuscinia suecica (? subspecies). 


K. 


Walthamstow Res., an immature bird was seen on 19th September 
by E. M., H.A.P., R.W.P., and W.A.W. (see also B.B., xxx, p. 191), 
and on the 20th by H.A.P. : 


British Rosin. Erithacus rubecula melophilus Hart. 


S. 


Richmond, C.A.N. records hearing one singing about midnight on 
17th, 25th and 29th November immediately under a lamp post at 
the junction of Deltry Road and upper Richmond Road; on two of 
these occasions, according to the observer, the weather was bois- 
terous! The bird was seen on nine out of eleven other visits about 
this hour, but was not singing. 


NieutyaR. Caprimulgus e. europaeus L. 


Orel bs 


Epping Forest, recorded in one or two localities during June 
(E.T.N., W.A.W.). 

Bishops Wood, in usual numbers during summer (G.H.). 
Northwood, in usual numbers during summer (G.H.). 

Hayes, nested in this district (G.E.M.). 

Arbrook Common, one heard on 16th June (K.P.K.), Esher Com- 
mon, one heard on the 9th May (K.P.K.). Epsom Common, one 
pair (R.S.R.F., J.S.W.). Headley Common, two or three pairs 
(J.S.W.).. Limpsfield, nest’ with two young on 7th July (D.A.T.M.). 
Richmond Park, single birds were heard in two localities about half 
a mile apart on 24th June (C.L.C., W.E.G., R.C.H.), one being 
heard on several subsequent occasions. 
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Hoopor. Upupa e. epops L. 
H. Totteridge, one seen in a garden on the Ist remained until 14th 
August (F. Martin Vaughan, B.B., xxx, p. 173). 


BritisH GREAT SportED WoopPECKER. Dryobates major anglicus (Hart.). 

EK. Epping Forest, six nests located, four in oak, one in hornbeam, 
and one in crab apple (J.R.). . 

M. Bushy Park, nest found in a fir (J.E.R.). 

See L.N., 1935, pp. 116-8, for notes on trees used for nesting purposes. 


Wryneck. Jynzx t. torquilla L. 

M. Northwood, one pair attempted to breed but the nest was destroyed 
by children (G.H.). Staines Res., one on 6th May (A.H.M.). 

S. Ashtead, one pair reared young in nesting-box in private garden 
of about 23 acres, the box being about 30 yards from the house 
(C.W.G.P.). Bookham Common, heard on 38rd May (R.C.H.). Ep- 
som Sewage Farm, one on 15th August (R.S.R.F.). Limpsfield, 
first heard on 13th April and seen on Ist May and a few subsequent 
occasions (K.R.C.). Tadworth, one on 6th April (H.B.). 


SHorT-rARED Own. Asio f. flammeus (Pontopp.). 
EK. King George V Res., one on 25th January (W.A.W.). Snow fell 
about a week before this date. 


WHITE-BREASTED BaRN Own. Tyto a. alba (Scop.). 

EK. King George V Res., one on 21st November (W.A.W.). Waltham- 
stow Res., two on 28th March (R.W.P.), one on 24th October and 
28th November (W.A.W.). 

K. Beckenham, one flying over High Street on 23rd July and 14th 
September. Elmers End Sewage Farm, seen in January, Febru- 
ary, April, and reported by a farm-hand in September and Octo- 
ber. One found dead on 12th February (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

_M. Strand, one flew over about 5 p.m. (Col. H. W. Madoc, B.B., xxx, 
p. 232). 

S. Epsom Common, one on 138th March (J.S.W.). Titsey, one near 
here on 14th March (K.R.C.). 


PEREGRINE Fatcon. Falco p. peregrinus Tunst. 

M. Staines Res., a male was seen on 16th April by J.E.R. On the 
28th W.E.G. found remains of eight pigeons at Littleton Res., and 
on the 6th and 18th May a Peregrine was observed at that locality 
(B.B., xxx, p. 249). 


Hossy. Falco s. subbuteo L. 

S. Brooklands Sewage Farm, one on 16th (R.S.R.F., E.G.P.) and two 
on 30th August (E.G.P.). Warlingham, one on 15th October 
(C.W.C.). 


Meruin. Falco columbarius aesalon Tunst. 
M. Kensington Gardens, one on 24th August (Mrs E, MacAlister, B.B., 
Xxx, p. 174). 
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S. Molesey Res., one on 27th December (P.A.D.H.). 


Common Buzzarp. Buteo b. buteo (L.). 


S. Farleigh, one found shot on 15th December 1935 (H. E. Pounds, 
i, MIS IO): 


Sparrow Hawk. Accipiter n. nisus (L.). 


Several isolated records have been received, a large proportion of 
them being for August. 

M. Breeding recorded in Bushy Park (J.E.R.) and at Northwood, 
where three males were seen on a keeper’s gibbet, and a fine hen 
frequently observed (G.H.). 

S. Limpsfield, two nests found (K.R.C.). 


Common Heron. Ardea c. cinerea L. 

E. 55 nests were occupied at Walthamstow Res. (R.W.P.) and 11 at 
Wanstead Park (per W. B. Alexander), as compared with 58 and 
19 respectively in 1935. 

S. Gatton Park, one pair bred and a second pair commenced a nest 
but did not complete it (Capt. Wand Piercy). Hersham, 14 nests 
were occupied (P.A.D.H.), as compared with 16 in 1935. Rich- 
mond Park, 44 nests occupied, four less than in 1935 (C.L.C.). 


SHELD-Duck. Tadorna tadorna (L.). 

M. Littleton Res., one on 30th April (P.A.D.H.), six on Ist (J.P.H., 
A.H.M.) and eight on 6th May (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250). Staines 
Res., one still remains throughout the year, while there were four 
on 26th April, three on 13th (A.H.M.) and 17th May (G.C.L.) and 
on 8th June (A.H.M.). 

S. Brooklands Sewage Farm, seven on 7th and two on 14th and 29th 
May (P.A.D.H.). 


GapwaLL. Anas strepera L. 

M. R. Thames, Millbank, one on 5th June in company with a drake 
Tufted Duck and a duck Mallard (E.M.N.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., reported on several occasions. A duck with eight 
young on 20th June, the first record of breeding at this locality 
(G.C.L.). Godstone, a drake on Ivy Mill Pond on 6th September 
(L.P.) and 20th December (D.A.T.M., L.P.). 

In view of the number of full-winged birds in St James’s Park, re- 
cords of this species cannot be accepted as referring to wild birds. 


TraL. Anas c. crecca L. 

M. Ruislip Res., three separate broods seen (G.H.). 

S. Brooklands Sewage Farm, a pair on 14th and 24th, three drakes 
on 28th, two drakes and a duck on 3lst May (P.A.D.H.). 

Records outside the breeding season are not included. 


Pinta. Anas a. acuta L. 
M. Kensington Gardens, a pair on the Round Pond on 22nd April 
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(G.C.L.). Littleton Res., a pair on 7th March (P.A.D.H.), four on 
28th (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250) and two on 30th April (P.A.D.H.), 
three on 6th (W.E.G., op. cit.) and one on 28th May (P.A.D.H.). 
Brooklands Sewage Farm, a pair on 7th and a male on 14th May. 
Two in eclipse plumage on 13th August (P.A.D.H.). 


SHOVELER. Spatula clypeata (L.). 


H. 


M. 


Klstree Res., three pairs on 7th March (R.McK.S.). Hamper Mill, 
a drake on 22nd November (G.H.). 

Littleton Res., observed throughout the breeding season but no 
evidence of nesting. On 10th June there were ten adult males 
(W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250), while on 28th May there were six 
males and about five females (P.A.D.H.). Ruislip Res., a drake on 
Ist November (G.H.). Staines Res., up to eight reported on sev- 
eral occasions, but not between 6th June and 10th October (various 
observers. 

Barn Elms Res., a male on 18th May and a female on 21st Septem- 
ber (E.G.P.). Brooklands Sewage Farm, three on 10th April 
(D.A.T.M.), one to four birds from 4th May to llth June, on 
which date a flock of nine other drakes stayed for a few minutes. 
Molesey Res., a pair on 24th December (P.A.D.H.). Richmond 
Park, a male flying round the Ponds on 4th January (F.R.M.), and 
two males on 7th June (R.E.W.). 


Common PocHarp. WNyroca f. ferina (L.). 
Among many notes on this species the following are the most out- 


M. 


standing :— 

Ruislip Res., 300 + on 7th January. Staines Res., about 80 on 
16th July, rising to about 350 on 5th and 450 + on 380th August, 
then decreasing until there were only 12 on 28th October (A.H.M.). 
Beddington, seven summered, but did not breed (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 
Molesey Res., 174 on 7th March. 


Turtep Duck. Nyroca fuligula (L.). 


K. 


K. 
M. 


S. 


Kagle Pond, Wanstead, a young bird in down on 8th October 
(A.B.H.). Walthamstow Res., bred as usual, two broods seen on 
27th June (W.A.W.). 

Beckenham, one pair bred (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

Littleton Res., a nest with six eggs on 10th June (W.E.G., B.B., 
Xxx, p. 250). 

Beddington, at least three pairs bred (P.W.R.). Reigate Priory, 
a duck with four young on 3rd August (H.B.). Richmond Park, 


six pairs during nesting season, four broods seen (C.L.C.). 


Scaup Duck. Nyroca m. marila (L.). 


H. 


M. 


Klstree Res., two females seen on Ist November were carefully de- 
scribed by J.D.D. 

Kensington Gardens, a young male on the Round Pond was re- 
ported in B.B., xxx, p. 30, as staying from 13th until the 25th 
(G.C.L., E.G.P.), but was seen again on 27th March (E.G.P.); 
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there was also a female there on 29th December (G.C.L.). Staines 
Res., one on 23rd December (A.H.M.). 


GOLDENEYE. Bucephala c. clangula (L.). 

B. Four flew north over Boyer’s Pits, Colnbrook, on 26th January 
(C.E.L.). 

K. Lea Valley, from one to four reported on several occasions. One on 
Banbury on 26th September (E:T.N., H.A.P.) was exceptionally 
early. 

M. Ruislip Res., two on 3rd October (G.H.), Staines Res., maximum 
winter 1935-6 was 27 on 10th March (A.H.M.); one on 4th October 
was stated by W.E.G. (B.B., xxx, p. 250) to be the earliest record 
for the county, but the Ruislip date now takes precedence. 

S. Molesey Res., 23 on 28th January, 20 on 7th March and 15 on 24th 
December (P.A.D.H.); two on 14th October (A.H.M.). 


Lone-TaAILED Duck. Clangula hyemalis (L.). 
M. Staines Res., one until 21st March and from 11th October to the end 
of the year (G.C.L., A.H.M., see also W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250). 


Common Scorer. Oidemia n. migra (L.). 

EK. Walthanstow Res., two on 28th (E.M., R.W.P., W.A.W.) and 29th 
March (R.W.P.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on 21st September (E.G.P.). 


GoosANDER. Mergus m. merganser L. 

E. Connaught Water, one throughout March (J.R.). King George V 
Res., two on 7th and one on 21st March, and four on 21st November 
(W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., in unusual numbers in early Janu- 
ary, 58 being counted on the 11th (E.M., E.T.N., R.W.P., W.A.W.); 
one to four from 21st November until the end of the year (various 
observers). 

M. Littleton Res., 20 on 7th March (P.A.D.H.). Staines Res., maxima 
86 on 26th January (G.C.L.), 82 on 21st February (A.H.M.), and 
again on 15th March (G.C.L., A.H.M.); last seen on 5th April when 
there were 18 (G.C.L.). One was seen on Ist November (G.C.L.) 
and small numbers thereafter rising to 32 on 30th December 
(A.H.M.). 

S. Three which were first seen on 12th January (W.H.D.) spent the 
summer on a pond at Clapham Common and were probably the birds 
reported in late September from Barn Elms and Richmond Park 
(see W.E.G. and W.A.W., B.B., xxx, pp. 192-4). Barn Elms Res., 
up to nine in January and one or two on various other dates (several 
observers). Molesey Res., maximum 65 on 7th March (P.A.D.H.). 
Richmond Park, maximum 61 on Ist February (D.V.). 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator L. 

E. Walthamstow Res, a male on 20th April, 1985 (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., two on 26th January (F.R.F., G.C.L., A.H.M., P.W.S., 
see also W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250), one on 2nd (P.A.D.H., A.H.M.), 


BIRDS IN THE LONDON AREA, 1936. 15 


two on 6th (A.H.M.), one from 23rd February to 5th April (W.E.G., 
op. cit., G.C.L., A.H.M.) and on 7th April (A.H.M.). 

N.B.—The record of a female on 2nd January 1935 (L.N., 1935, p. 108) 
should read 20th January. 


Smew. Mergus albellus L. 


E. Walthamstow Res., maximum 17 on llth January (H.M., R.W.P., 
W.A.W.), last seen on 9th February when there were seven 
(R.W.P.); four on 27th December (E.T.N., H.A.P.). 

H. Elstree Res., one on 9th February (J.D.D.). Hamper Mill, four 
on 9th February and three on lst March (G.H.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 9th February (G.C.L., E.G.P.) and two on 
27th December (A.H.M.). 

S. Maxima:—Barn Elms Res., five on 29th December (A.H.M.). 
Lonsdale Road Res., twelve on 23rd February (G.C.L.) and 3rd 
March (A.H.M.). Molesey Res., 24 on 28th January (P.A.D.H.). 


SHac. Phalacrocorax a. aristotelis (L.). 


M. Fulham, one was found by the Thames on 2nd February (H. W. 
_ Parker, B.B., xxix, p. 328). 
S. Barn Elms Res., one to two from 20th to 22nd January (F.R.F., 
A.H.M., E.G.P., see also B.B., xxix, p. 330). 


GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Podiceps c. cristatus (L.). 

Many counts have been received but cannot be set out in detail owing 
to lack of space. A graph showing fluctuations at Staines Reser- 
voirs during the years 1931-6 may be borrowed on application. 

H. Hamper Mill, eight nests occupied and a ninth being built on 14th 
June (G.H.). 

M. Ashford gravel-pit, two pairs with young on 3rd August (P.A.D.H.). 

S. Beddington, three pairs nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Mitcham Junc- 
tion, one pair nested (R.S.R.F.). Norwood Park, one pair bred 
(G.E.M.). Richmond Park, two pairs nested but no young reared 
(C.L.C.). Teddington Weir, two pairs on gravel-pit on 25th April 
(E.M.N.). Weybridge Mill Pond, one pair nested (P.A.D.H.). 


SLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus (L.). 

EK. King George V Res., one in an aqueduct on Sth September 
(W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., one on 24th October (E.M., 
W.A.W.). 


RED-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps g. griseigena (Bodd.). 

EK. King George V Res., one on 25th January (W.A.W.). Waltham- 
stow Res., two on 4th January (E.M., R.W.P.), and one on various 
dates up to 28th March (several observers). 

M. Staines Res., one on 21st (D. Gunn) stayed until the 30th Novem- 
ber (G.C.L., A.H.M., see also B.B., xxx, p. 259). 


BLACK-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps n. nigricollis Brehm. 
E. Walthamstow Res., one on 29th February (E.M., E.T.N., H.A.P., 
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W.A.W.), from 26th June to 12th July (E.T.N., and others), and 
on 15th August (E.M., E.T.N., H.A.P., R.W.P.). 

M. One was seen on the Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, on 21st 
and on the Long Water and the Serpentine from 22nd April to 
8th May (G.C.L., E.G.P., see also B.B., xxx, p. 30). Staimes Res., 
one on 5th April (G.C.L.), from 19th July (D.A.T.M., R.C.H., 
A.H.M.) to 9th August (G.C.L., A.H.M.), and on 29th August 
(A.H.M.). 

S. Mitcham Junction gravel-pit, one from 10th to 12th August 
(Gn MS RS RE): 


GREAT NorTHERN Diver. Colymbus immer Briinn. 
S. Barn Elms Res., one on 15th December (A.H.M., see also E.G.P.., 
B.B., xxx, p. 295) was still there at the end of the year. 


ReED-THROATED Diver. Colymbus stellatus Pontopp. 

EK. Walthamstow Res., one was identified on 27th December a. A.P.) 
and a bird, “inesczaenlbiby the same, was found dead on 24th January 
1937 (H.T.N.). 


Stone CurteEw. Burhinus oe. oedicnemus (L.). 
S. Richmond Park, one near Ham Cross Plantation on lst April 
(P.M.). 


RinceD Piover. Charadrius h. hiaticula L. 

E. Walthamstow Res., two on 2nd May and 13th September (E.T.N.). 

H. Hamper Mill, one on 24th September and 4th October (M.T.S.). 
Watford Sewage Farm, three on 15th March, five on 6th, and 
five or six on 18th September (G.H.). 

M. Staines Res., two flew past on 22nd August (K.R.C.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., three feeding by allotment pool on 17th May 
(E.C.W.), nine on 9th (D.A.T.M.), one on 26th and 27th (R.C.H., 
C.A.N., C.W.G.P.), 28th September and 4th October (E.G.P.). 
Brooklands Sewage Farm, one to eight from 7th to 3lst May, four 
on 5th and one on llth and 14th June (P.A.D.H.), one to four on 
various dates from lst August to 2nd September (P.A.D.H., 


R.S.R.F.). 


GoLDEN Piover. Charadrius apricarius (? subspecies). 

EK. Epping Forest, 20 flew over High Beach on 18th January 
(REMCKeS5) an 

H. Watford Sewage Farm, one on 18th January (G.H.). 

K. Elmers End Sewage Farm, eight on 16th February (G.E.M., 
PAWEeR:): 

M. Staines Res., seven on 8th February (C.A.N., E.G.P.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one in a thick fog on 15th February (E.G.P.). 
Beddington Sewage Farm, three to five from 10th to 16th Febru- 
ary (G.E.M., L.P., P.W.R.) and on 11th March (R.S.R.F.), three 
on 29th November (L.P.), one on 15th (R.S.R.F., G.E.M., P.W.R.) 
and on 26th December (L.P.). Ewell, 40-50 flying south on 19th 
January (A.H.H.). 
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The movement about the 18th January followed a heavy fall of snow, 
while the dates in February also correspond with the movements 
of several other species. 


Grey Prover. Squatarola s. squatarola (L.). 
S. Brooklands sewage farm, one or two birds from 26th to 30th May 
CBeAGD EE): ; 


TuRNSTONE. Arenaria 2. interpres (L.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 24th May with a Sanderling (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
see also W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250). 


Rurr. Philomachus pugnaz (L.). 

H. Watford Sewage Farm, one on 13th September (G.H.). 

M. Littleton Res., three on 21st September 1935 (W.E.G., op. cit.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, two on 28th March (P.A.D.H.), a male and 
a female on 10th (D.A.T.M.) and three males on 22nd April 
(P.A.D.H.). 


SANDERLING. Crocethia alba (Pall.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 24th May with a Turnstone (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
see also W.E.G., op. cit.). 


Dunn. Calidris alpina (? subspecies). 

H. Hamper Mill, one on 3rd May (M.T:S.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 26th April (R.C.H., A.H.M., D.A.T.M.), and 
three on 14th November (G.C.L.). Westminster, heard flying over 
on 29th July and 10th September (K.M.N.). 

S. Barn Hlms Res., one on 24th April and 14th May (K.G.P.), two on 
15th July (A.H.M.), one on 6th August (H.G.P.) and 2nd and 9th 
September (A.H.M.). Beddington, one on 28th April (P.W.R.). 
Brooklands sewage farm, two on 10th April (D.A.T.M.), two to three 
from 14th to 3lst May (P.A.D.H.), one to three during August and 
from 13th to 18th September (R.S.R.F., P.A.D.H., E.G.P.). 


CuRLEW-SANDPIPER. Calidris testacea (Pall.). 
S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 13th (H.G.P.) and three on 14th 
and 16th September (P.A.D.H.). 


LairrLe Stint. Calidris minuta (Leisl.). 

M. Littleton Res., one on 15th and 18th September (W.E.G., op. cit.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 24th and 26th August (P.A.D.H.), 
and 18th, 14th, 16th, 18th and 27th September (R.S.R.F., P.A.D.H., 
E.G.P., see also B.B., xxx, p. 195). 


TemMinck’s Stint. Calidris temmincku (Leisl.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 29th May (P.A.D.H.). The bird 
was flushed and flew off calling, but subsequently good views were 
obtained and a detailed description taken down in the field (Ed.). 
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PuRPLE SANDPIPER. Calidris m. maritima (Briinn.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 29th (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 260, G.C.L., 
A.H.M.) and on 30th November (A.H.M.). 


GREEN SANDPIPER. Tringa ochropus L. 

B. Langley Sewage Farm, five on 27th September and 4th October 
(R.S.R.F.). Thorney Ford, Colnbrook, two on 9th February 
(C.E.1L.). 

EK. Chigwell, one near R. Roding on 23rd February (R.McK.S.), ana 
one to three from 18th October to the end of the year (R. McK.S., 
W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., one on 28th and 3lst March, and 25th 
April (E.T.N., H.A.P.), and one or two on various dates from 
August to the end of the year (various observers). 

H. Hamper Mill, eight on 9th and four on 15th August, seven on 5tn 

and 26th September, two on lst November. Watford sewage farm, 

one on 13th September. West Hyde, one by R. Colne on 8th 

November (G.H.). 

Staines Moor, four on 9th August (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

Brooklands sewage farm, one to four from 29th July to 24th August, 

one on 9th (P.A.D.H.) and on 13th September (E.G.P.). Oxted, 

one on 20th September (G.W.C.). 


AEs 


Common REpsHANE. JT'vringa t. totanus (L.). 

M. Between Northwood and Harefield, two pairs nested but were robbed 
(G.K.Mc.C.). Edmonton sewage farm, did not breed this year 
(K.M.). 

S. Beddington Sewage Farm, nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Brooklands 
sewage farm, 18 on 28th March, about 25 on 4th, 4 on 7th, 39 on 
14th, and 21 on 28th May, 25 on 11th and 53 on 14th June, about 
10 on 13th, and one on 27th July, 5 on 7th, but only one on 138th, 
18th and 31st August, none seen in September (P.A.D.H.). 


GREENSHANK. Tringa nebularia (Gunn.). 

H. Hamper Mill, two on 23rd August, four on 5th, two on 18th, and 
one on 27th September. Watford sewage farm, six flew over on 
26th September (G.H.). 

M. Ruislip Res., one on 12th September (G.H.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 16th August (H.G.P.). Brooklands sewage 
farm, one on 14th May ((P.A.D.H.), two-on 2nd (D.A.T.M., E.G.P.), 
one from 4th to 11th and two on‘13th and 14th August (P.A.D.H.). 


Bar-TaIteD Gopwit. Limosa l. lapponica (L.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 4th May (P.A.D.H.). Richmond 
Park, the remains of a bird of this species picked up near the Penn 
Ponds were handed in at the bird room in the Natural History 
Museum on the 21st February (C.L.C.).- 


~ 


BuACK-TAILED Gopwit. JLimosa l. limosa (M..). 


S. Brooklands sewage farm, four on 10th and 11th and one on 138th 
August (P.A.D.H.). 
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WHIMBREL. Numenius p. phoeopus (L.). 


M. Staines Res., one on 10th May (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and on 5th August 
(A.H.M.). 


Common Snipz. Capella g. gallinago (L.). 


H.» Hamper Mull gravel-pit, large numbers roosted in October and No- 
vember on the small islands of stones (G.H.). 


JACK Snipe. Lymnocryptes minimus (Briinn.). 


E. Chigwell sewage farm, one on 29th November, 6th (W.A.W.) and 
27th December (R.Mc.K.8.). 

H. Watford sewage farm, wintered as usual (G.H.). 

Kk. Elmers End sewage farm, one to seven in January and February, 
and again from October to the end of the year (G.E.M., P.W.R..). 

M. Ruislip Res., wintered as usual (G.H.). 

S. Beddington sewage farm, one on 19th January and 10th February, 

~ one to five from 23rd September to the end of the year (P.W.R.). 
Richmond Park, one near the Penn Ponds on 6th October (W.E.G.). 


Woopcock. Scolopax r. rusticola L. 


K. Hayes, three reported shot during the first week of March and one 
on 21st November (G.E.M.). 

M. Bushy Park, one seen by a keeper on 21st November (J.H.R.). Rui- 
slip, last seen winter 1935-6 on 14th March (G.H.). 

S. Ewell, two on 2lst January after severe frost (A.H.H.). Limps- 
field district, one on 12th January, 2nd and 8th (K.R.C.) and 16th 
February (R.W.R.) and Ist March (M.M.H.). One near Titsey 
on llth and 15th May (K.R.C.). Wimbledon Common, one on 
19th March (R.E.W.). Woldingham, one on 8th November 
(C.W.G.P.). 


Buack Tern. Chlidonias n. mger (L.). 


H. Hamper Mill, two stayed for two days in May (M.T:S.). 

M. Littleton Res., seven seen with Little Gulls on 6th May (W.E.G., 
B.B., xxx, p. 250). Staines Res., four on 16th (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
D.A.T.M.), one on 19th and two on 27th May (A.H.M.), 21 on 
10th, 8 on 11th, 11 on 12th, and 3 on 13th September (A.H.M., 
see also W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 25th May and 30th August (E.G.P.), 2nd 
(A.H.M.), 6th and 7th (E.G.P.) and 28th September (A.H.M.). 
Brooklands sewage farm, two arrived at about 7 p.m. on 27th 
May (P.A.D.H.). 


Sanpwicu Tern. Sterna s. sandvicensis Lath. 

E. Walthamstow Res., one or two on 12th September (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 16th May (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

S. [Limpsfield, four large terns, possibly of this species, were seen 
flying south at a height of about 400 feet on 19th July (P.M.-B.).] 
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CoMMON TERN. Sterna h..hirundo L. 


This species has been recorded from several localities on spring and 
autumn migration, While many of the records are undoubtedly 
correct and have been entered on the files, in other cases distinc- 
tion has not been made between this and the next species. We 
shall be glad if observers recording Common Tern will state the 
grounds for identification in order to avoid the possibility of con- 
fusion. None of the notes for 1936 being unusual, they are not 
included in the present report. 


Arctic TERN. Sterna macrura Naumann. 


M. Littleton Res., of four birds seen on 9th September one was identi- 
fied as this species (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 250). 


LirrLte Tern. Sterna a. albifrons Pall. 


E. Connaught Water, one on 5th May (J.R.). 

M. Highgate Ponds, two on 5th May (H.M.R.K., see also B.B., xxx, 
p. 53, in which, the observer informs us, the date should read 5th 
and not 6th). Staines Res., two on 22nd May (G. H. Gush, The 
Field, 20/6/36), and one mature bird on 22nd October (W.E.G., 
BSD Ep XXX 0) 

S. Beddington, one from 9th to 11th September (P.W.R.). 


LittLte Guiu. Larus minutus Pall. 


M. Littleton Res., a party of five seen with Black Terns on 6th May 
(W.E.G., B.B:, xxx, p. 200). 


Herring Guiu. Larus a. argentatus Pont. 


M. Staines Res., in a flock of over 1000 gulls more than 90 per cent. 
belonged to this species (A.H.M.). 


ScANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. Larus f. fuscus L. 

River Thames, Hammersmith, seen on various dates from 10th 
August to 27th September, maximum 15 on 12th August (G.C.L., 
A.H.M.). Surrey Commercial Docks, two seen with some of the 
British form on 14th November (W.A.W.). Vauxhall Bridge, one 
on 24th March (L.P.). 


BritisH LESSER BLACK-BACKED GuLL. Larus fuscus graellsii Brehm. 

River Thames, Hammersmtih, large numbers congregate here at 
low tide during the autumn migration, and G.C.L. records 277 on 
12th August, while on 4th November there were still as many as 
74. This date is interesting, as it shows the increasing tendency 
of this species to extend its stay in the London area, where in 1936 
it was recorded in every month of the year. 


Great BLACK-BACKED GuLL. Larus marinus L. 

River Thames and Barn Elms Res., one or two have been seen on 
several occasions by various observers. On 14th November W.A.W. 
saw six between Surrey Commercial Docks and Deptford. 
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Walthamstow Res., one on 29th August (W.A.W.). 

Littleton Res., one on 18th August (J.P.H.). Staines Res., one 
on 2nd February and 19th December (A.H.M.). 

S. Ewell, five on 19th January (A.H.H.). Limpsfield Common, two 
flying east on 29th March (L.P.). 


bs 


Katrtiwake Guitt. Rissa t. tridactyla (L.). 


E. King George V Res., one very weak bird seen on 14th and one 
found dead on 21st November (W.A.W.). 

M. Littleton Res., an adult, apparently injured, on 183th, and one, 
probably the same, found dead on 21st November. On this date 
there was also an immature bird, badly oiled. At Staines Res., an 
adult was found dead on 22nd November (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 
260). 


Razorsitt. Alca torda L. 


M./S. Chiswick Bridge, one swimming in midstream on 13th May flew 
off towards Barnes (F. R. V. Stringer, per A.H.M.). 


Lanp-Ratt. Crex crex (L.). 


H. Watford sewage farm, one on 23rd August (G.H.). 
K. Beckenham, one reported from a private park from the middle of 
June to the middle of July (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 


Warer-Raw. Rallus a. aquaticus L. 


E. Chigwell sewage farm, one seen on several occasions believed to 
have been present throughout the year (R.Mc.K.S., W.A.W.). 

H. Moor Park, one near here on 15th March (G.H.). 

K. Elmers End sewage:farm, one in January and February and on 
26th April (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

M. Bushy Park, one spent the winter of 1935-6, being last seen on 20th 
March (J.E.R.). 

S. Beddington, probably nested (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Reigate, one on 
8th February (H.B.). Richmond Park, one picked up dead in 
good condition on west side of upper Penn Pond on 28th March 
(D.S.K.). 


RED-LEGGED PartripGE. Alectoris r. rufa (L.). 


EK. Buckhurst Hill, a covey of six on 10th October. Sewardstone, 
three coveys, two of which were family parties, on 8th August 
(W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., birds were found dead on the fol- 
lowing dates:—two on 25th April (H.A.P.), one on 9th May 
(W.A.W.), and on 6th June (H.A.P.). 

H. Sandy Lodge, two on 2nd May (M.T.S.). 

K. Westerham, three on 26th January (M.M.H.). 

M. Staines Res., on 15th March three or four were seen flying over 
the water, when one alighted and was drowned. Another was 
found dead on 17th May (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, pp. 39 and 250). The 
notes for Essex are especially interesting in this connection. On 
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13th May two were seen near Staines Res. (A.H.M.), and one was 
heard on 28th November (D.A.T.M.). 


S. Beddington, two on 29th November (L.P.). Limpsfield, five on 5th 
September (K.R.C.). 


Special Recording. 


In co-operation with the British Trust for Ornithology. 





The Society has continued to supply information to the British 
Trust on the heronries at Richmond Park and Walthamstow Reser- 
voirs, and the figures obtained are given in the specific notes. Par- 
ticulars of current enquiries cannot be given here but are available on 
application to the Recorder. We should especially like to draw atten- 
tion to the enquiry relating to Lapwing habitats, as this deals with a 
species whose economic status is of considerable interest. 

The report on the special species for 1936 is based on the Society’s 
records and the following publications. References to counties refer 
only to those parts which lie within our area. 


(1) Proceedings and Trans. of Croydon Natural History Society. 

(2) Transactions of Herts Natural History Society. 

(3) 1902—Victoria County History of Surrey (Birds), J. A. Bucknill. 

(4) 1907—WNotes on the Birds of Kent, R. J. Balston, C. W. Shep- 
herd, and KE. Bartlett. 

(5) 1907—Birds of Kent, W. J. Davis. 

(6) 1909—History of the Birds of Kent, N. F. Ticehurst. 

(7) 1910—Ornithological Notes from a South London Suburb, F. D. 
Power. 

(8) 1921-35—Reports of the Royal Parks Bird Sanctuaries Com- 
mittee. 

(9) 1924—Birds of Epping Forest (Z.N., 1928). 

(10) 1925—Birds of Walthamstow Reservoirs (.N., 1924), R. W. 
Pethen. ; 

(11) 1929—History of the Birds of Essex, W. E. Glegg. 

(12) 1980 Birds of Middlesex (Z.N., 1929), W. E. Glegg. 

(13) 1931—Birds of the Harrow District (£.N., 1930), T. H. Harris- 
son. 

(14) 1932—Nature Notes of Warlingham and Chelsham, A. Beadell. 

(15) 19382—Ozted and Limpsfield (section on birds), R. W. Robbins. 

(16) 1934—Birds of the Norwood District (Z.N., 1933), F. G. Swayne. 

(17) 1935—History of the Birds of Middlesex, W. E. Glegg. 

(18) 1934-5—South-Eastern Bird Reports, edited by R. Whitlock. 

(19) 1935—Notes on the Birds of Edmonton Sewage Farm, 1933-4 
(L.N., 1934). 
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Grey WaeTatv. Motacilla cinerea cinerea Tunst. 


The Grey Wagtail is mainly a winter visitor to the area, but odd 
pairs breed with some regularity in a few districts. It is most numerous 
on passage in October, though migration may be noted as early as July 
or August. A few spend the winter on most sewage farms and odd 
birds are found at this season beside many small streams and at the 
reservoirs. Some observers consider that it is most frequent by run- 
ning water, but there are also many winter notes from sewage culverts, 
gravel-pits and filter-beds. There are few records of over six at a 
time hence the occurrence of about twenty at Edmonton sewage farm 
in October 1933 is of interest. Records in the second half of the win- 
ter are less numerous and the last non-residents are seen in April. In 
Inner London the species is fairly regular in the parks, but usually 
only one or two are seen at a time. 


In Hertfordshire a pair or two breed regularly on the Chess near 
Chorleywood, while there are also records from near Hamper Mill in 
1922 and Cassiobury Park in 1929, and probably 1934. Nesting was 
suspected in Chalfont Park in 1933, but elsewhere north of the Thames 
the only note of interest in this connection is of four immature birds 
‘at Brent Reservoir, 23/7/33. 


Ticehurst (6) mentions four nests in Kent in 1904, one at Bexley 
and three near Sidcup, all in the Cray valley. There is no recent in- 
formation from this district but a pair bred at Elmers End sewage 
farm in 1934 and 1935 in the grassy bank of a swift-flowing channel. At 
Beckenham it is reported by a keeper to have bred in 1929, and a male 
was seen on 15th June 1935: the haunt in this case is a fast-running 
shallow stream with a pebble bed and also the stones in the middle of 
a park lake. 


Breeding is more frequent in the Surrey portion of the area, and, 
though nests are not recorded every year, this species probably breeds 
annually at Leatherhead and Godstone and possibly at other localities 
in the vicinity. At Leatherhead its haunt embraces some old build- 
ings, a stream with a small waterfall, a large pond and water-cress 
beds, while at Godstone there are a few old mills and several ponds with 
some small but fast-flowing streams. In 1933 a pair bred at Old Mal- 
den by the Hoggsmill, where it is found to have a preference for mov- 
ing water. A pair with a juvenile were seen at Brooklands sewage 
farm on 5th July 1931 and a pair at Weybridge on 24th April of that 
year. 

There are no swift rocky streams in the area such as form its typical 
haunts in the west of England, but even there it breeds commonly by 
mill-streams in flat country and it would seem that it can adapt itself 
to localities where moving water is found in conjunction with good 
feeding-grounds. 


LesseR Reppotu. Carduelis flammea cabaret (P. L. S. Miill.). 


In the non-breeding season the Lesser Redpoll may be found any- 
where in the area where there are alders and birches, but it is com- 
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moner in some years than in others so that it does not appear every 
year in suitable localities. The chief habitats in this season are along 
the wooded banks of streams and on the heath type of common, but 
it has also been reported from parklands, orchards, gardens, and occa- 
sionally on stubble. At Epsom sewage farm it was seen on sedge in 
March 1936. When in woodland it is usually to be found near the 
edges, though on Hampstead Heath it is said to frequent the middle 
of woods. 


Observations on feeding refer mostly to birches and alders, but it 
is by no means confined to these trees and feeding has also been ob- 
served on nettles (14), stubble, pines, hawthorns, groundsel, and mug- 
wort. There is no doubt, however, that it is most partial to the banks 
of streams where the birch and alder are predominant. Birds observed 
on willow and sallow may have been feeding on these trees. 


With regard to the height at which feeding takes place notes cover 
a range from the ground at the foot of birches to the topmost branches 
and no conclusions as to preference can be drawn. 


Distribution in the breeding-season is very interesting and has al- 
ready been tentatively reviewed in the London Naturalist, 1934, pp. 
120-1. From a large number of observations it would seem that this 
species breeds freely in the Surrey portion of our area, and also in 
those parts of Kent where there are suitable commons. While com- 
mons where birches are usually to be found are the favourite haunt at 
this time of year, the nests themselves seem to be more often in bushes 
than in trees. Nests have been recorded in the area in oak, birch, 
Austrian pine, hawthorn, furze and privet, but the number of nests 
actually found is very small in relation to the probable breeding popu- 
lation. In recent years breeding has occurred or been strongly sus- 
pected at Northwood, on Hayes and Heston Commons, at Limpsfield, 
Tadworth, Ashtead, Sutton, Walton Burgh and Reigate Heaths, on 
Wimbledon Common, and in other localities. It is probable that nests 
are frequently in gardens, though for obvious reasons this is difficult 
to prove. 


The number of winter visitors fluctuates appreciably and in recent 
years the species seems to have been most common during the winter 
of 1934-5. Numbers are highest during the early months of the year, 
but status is more complicated than that of resident and winter visitor. 
Ticehurst (6) considered it to be both a summer and a winter immi- 
erant to Kent, and in Ashtead, where observations have been con- 
tinuous over a series of months, it was observed that the winter birds 
left before the breeding population appeared. In view of these obser- 
vations more information is desirable from breeding localities on its 
status in spring and autumn before it can be said to what extent indi- 
viduals are resident throughout the year. August and September re- 
cords are not numerous, though on 6/8/34 Mr H. Bentham observed 
a flock of 30, mostly young birds, on Reigate Heath. The distribu- 
tion of this species is a very interesting one and more observations on 
its breeding-habitat would be welcome. 


SPECIAL RECORDING. 25 


LittteE Own. Athene noctua vidalii A. KE. Brehm. 

Information on this species is very incomplete, but it does not seem 
to have established itself before the present century. In 1901 a record 
at Watford was stated to be the third for Hertfordshire (1), and in 
Middlesex the influence of introductions was first felt about 1909 (17). 

At the present day it is fairly well distributed, but opinion differs 
as to whether it is increasing, decreasing, or holding its own. In 
Epping Forest it is scarce, being only found in small numbers on the 
outskirts, and evidence points to its being more a bird of parks and 
farming land than of thick woods. In Surrey it is said by one observer 
to prefer the elm with the oak as a second favourite, but the choice of 
tree is probably largely governed by the species available. Thus, in 
farms, the elm would probably predominate, whereas in parks the oak 
might be dominant, as in Richmond Park. At Warlingham nesting 
was recorded in a poplar in 1915, and starling-holes and rabbit-burrows 
are reported to be used. At Ewell it is said to prefer old deciduous 
woods, chiefly of oak, elm and beech. The amount of common-land 
may be responsible for its sparse distribution in some parts of Surrey, 
for it is not often observed on the typical commons and heaths of this 
county. ‘Ticehurst (6) mentions it as being partial in Kent to orchards 
and disused quarries. Breeding has been recorded in apple-trees at 
Enfield, and this tree is very popular in parts of the country where it 
is more numerous. 

Mr K, R. Chandler has supplied some extremely interesting infor- 
mation on this species in the Limpsfield district, where it is generally 
distributed. The following notes are a summary of his observations. 
The choice of breeding-habitat is dominated by the necessity for a suit- 
able hole for the eggs, hence old woods and isolated trees are most 
favoured. Provided that there is a suitable hole, no particular species 
of tree is used, nests having been found in ash, lime, beech, oak, wal- 
nut and alder. The birds do not appear to roost in the nesting holes 
outside the breeding-season, and, in fact, have not then been found 
roosting in holes at all, so that younger woods, in which the trees are 
without holes, may then be frequented. The species is holding its own 
in the district, although five were killed by one keeper in the spring 
of 1936. 

K.R.C. also notes that, in five clutches totalling fifteen eggs, four 
eggs were infertile, ten hatched, and the fate of one was unknown. 
Twelve clutches over a period of years totalled 37 eggs, an average of 
3.08. Of seven nesting-sites five were in trees away from woods, and 
two in woods but only about twenty yards from the edge. 


RicHuarp C. Homes. 
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The Crossbill: Personal Observations 


during the Recent Invasion. 


By J. S. WicHTMan. 





UNTIL the recent invasion I had only once seen a Crossbill (Lozxia 

c, curvirostra) and that one, a female, I unfortunately shot out 
of a plum-tree which was then in bud. That was at Purley about ten 
years ago. I thought that to see more of this species I should have to 
travel at least as far as Norfolk, but such a journey was rendered un- 
necessary, for the Crossbills came here instead. 

When I heard the news of the invasion I started to visit the most 
likely fir-woods within easy reach, those around Oxshott being my first 
choice. Here on September 7th, 1935, I heard a flock, but could not 
find it. On October 6th a flock of about 20 flew noisily over my head 
when I was searching woods near Church Cobham, but they did not 
stop, nor was I able to come up with them. It was not until a week 
later, again at Oxshott, that I was able to watch Crossbills at close 


quarters. This time I came upon a beautiful red male and three 
females literally gorging in an exceptionally ‘‘ fruity ”’ fir-tree. Their 
appetites seemed insatiable. Every minute or so a cone would be 
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dropped with the “‘ flaps’’ opened, and straightaway another would be 
selected and neatly clipped off. This went on for about twenty minutes 
but finally the male seemed satisfied. At a call from him, like tuit, twit, 
the feeding ceased abruptly, and the four hurried away with twitter- 
ing calls. But this was not the hurry of alarm, for all the while we 
had been standing beneath the tree and quite a crowd of onlookers had 
collected, as usually happens when anyone gazes upwards for long. The 
occasion called for a little explanation, during which the birds con- 
tinued to feed unconcernedly. 

After a lapse of four months, during which time I was in Norway, 
I again visited the Oxshott woods, and found the signs of feeding very 
extensive. There was a litter underneath all the best trees which was 
readily distinguishable from the carpet of cones fallen in the normal 
course of growth by the lighter shade of brown due to the ‘‘ flaps ’’ 
being opened and the seeds: removed. I think, also, that the Cross- 
bills choose the cones just when they are ripe, still moist and greenish 
and not the darker brown of the drying stage. 

On the 12th of March began a period of two months upon every 
day of which I saw Crossbills, for that day a flock of 10 arrived right 
at my doorstep. I first came across them in an avenue of firs and 
poplars. Some of them cut off cones and flew with them into the 
poplars for consumption; this I noticed on many occasions. Every 
morning I watched them in varying numbers never far from my home, 
until the last one left on May 12th. I have no doubt that several 
pairs bred in suitable gardens nearby, but I was not successful in ob- 
taining definite proof. On the morning of March 18th I could only 
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find six of the flock, but these were now in pairs, and the males would 
frequently stop feeding to utter snatches of song. One pair I saw 
chasing, no doubt an expression of their ardent love. Of the song (or 
sub-song) I have written in my notes that it reminded me of a Wood- 
lark in the distance with Crossbills’ call-notes interspersed. JI heard 
much of this song, which was very varied, wild and rambling, and 
consequently difficult to describe.. Invariably it was uttered from the 
very top of a poplar in preference to a fir. 

On April 21st I saw a new flock of six feeding together; they ap- 
peared to be birds of the year, all dull coloured except one, which had 
a slight orange tinge, and with beaks noticeably undeveloped. From 
this date until May 12th, when the last bird left, the numbers that I 
could find varied from one to eight. There was much flying to and 
fro of individual birds as if there were young to be fed. 


Outside Ashtead I have notes on Crossbills seen in half a dozen dif- 
ferent localities, in Surrey, Kent and Norfolk. In the latter county on 
May 22nd I saw a vacated nest and three family parties, of which one, 
consisting of five birds, was drinking from a roadside puddle. Near 
Wisley on March 15th I saw several flocks, one of 20 or more, contain- 
ing 6 males, and another of 12 with only one male. Individual birds 
were also seen, two of them singing from the tops of larches, and one 
of these two I noticed particularly was a female. On April 5th I heard 
the song and also a flock calling in flight near Westerham. 

My greatest success was rather further afield, but still in Surrey; 
I first paid this favourite haunt of mine a special visit for Crossbills 
on March 29th. A ‘‘ round-up ’’ resulted in a flock of 20 to 30 and 3 
separate pairs, each male singing lustily. The next available day was 
April 19th. ‘Until 6 o’clock that evening I had seen nothing and not 
even heard a single Crossbill note, although I had covered much ground 
in my searching. I shall now quote directly from my notes:—‘‘ Then 
I saw three Crossbills fly into some trees on the top of a slight rise. 
As we (I had by chance met Mr C. A. Norris) approached, I heard a 
new note and decided to investigate. First, using the binoculars, we 
could make out two birds perched on the tops of adjacent trees, the 
third not being in sight. At about fifty yards they were both revealed 
as males. <A closer approach caused one to fly away, the other con- 
tinuing to call anxiously, turning its head from side to side and flick- 
ing its tail like a Redstart. JI was now certain that the third bird 
must be the female, sitting. We were searching the neighbouring trees 
when suddenly the alarm note ceased and was followed by a faint twit- 
tering undertone. Norris had the male in sight all the time, and 
apparently at this moment it dropped down through the branches 
right to the female on the nest below it. The nest contained four 
eggs, and I am glad to say that in spite of this and subsequent disturb- 
ances all four hatched and the family was safely reared. While we 
were at the nest the pair were amazingly tame. They remained in the 
same small tree even when we climbed it to inspect the nest. The female 
was on the nest again before Norris reached the ground, and then would 
not leave until I almost touched it. At one time the pair were perched 


28 THE LONDON BIRD REPORT. 


together so that I could have reached out and touched them both with 
one hand; only a camera was lacking. 

The last time I saw Crossbills was in this same locality on May 24th; 
this time two family parties and a flock of 16. Although few nests 
were found, it seems possible that many pairs bred in this and other 
parts of Surrey. 


Notes on a Pied Wagtail Roost. 


By K. P. Keywoop. 





ON November 15, 1936, I visited the Black Pond, Esher Common, 

Surrey, at 4.5 p.m. and observed the arrival of pied wagtails 
(Motacilla alba yarrelliz) in numbers to roost in the reeds. The wind 
was south-west and strong, and the weather dull, with rain in the air. 
Taking up a position on the south side of the pond, close to the reed- 
bed, I saw two birds perched low down in the reeds, which I identified 
with field glasses as pied wagtails. Birds were arriving singly and in 
parties; one or two of the parties were so large that the rush of their 
wings in the air could be distinctly heard. They were coming from all 
quarters except the south-west, except for one party of about 100 birds, 
which came up with the wind. The birds flew in at a height of about 
100 feet, and on reaching the reed-bed circled for a moment before 
diving headlong into the reeds, where they perched low down. Occa- 
sionally birds, on arrival, flew straight into the reeds without any pre- 
liminary fly-round. Now and then odd birds and small parties would 
fly up from the reeds, just clearing the tops, apparently to find fresh 
quarters. One party, which appeared to have been startled, flew up 
with a rush to some height, circled, and returned, splitting up into 
smaller parties before again perching. The wagtails kept up their 
musical call continuously. It was impossible to count the birds, but 
there must have been several thousand of them in the reed-bed. 


The Black Pond is roughly oval in shape, the long axis running al- 
most due east and west. The northern and southern shores are covered 
with reeds for some distance out into the water. The wagtails were 
roosting only on the southern side, no birds being seen to drop into the 
northern reed-bed, and none being heard there. On the northern side 
the Common is covered with woodland and scrub birch down to the 
water’s edge, but on the southern side it is open and marshy, with 
occasional birch-trees and bushes, 


When [I left the reed-bed at 4.30 p.m. it was almost dark (sunset, 


4.12 p.m.), but the birds were still arriving. At 4.385 p.m. my way 
crossed their line of flight and they could still be heard passing over 
in the direction of the reed-bed. Owing to the poor visibility, the 


rapid movement of the birds, and the fact that when they were in the 
reed-bed they were hidden, I was unable to .ascertain whether any 
species other than pied wagtail were present at the roost. 
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I visited the Black Pond again in the late afternoon of November 28, 
1936. The weather was calm with no wind, and inclined to be misty, 
with a slight frost. The water in the pond had been drained off. I 
took up the same position as on November 15 and saw a number of pied 
wagtails (approximately 20, though possibly others were present, but 
not seen owing to the poor light) on the mud left exposed, and running 
along the edges of shallow pools of water. Two or three small parties 
and a few odd birds arrived and flew on to the mud. None were seen 
to fly direct into the reeds. Birds came in from the south, south-west 
and north-west. After a period spent on the mud, they flew into the 
reeds, where their call-notes could be heard. As on November 15, the 
reed-bed on the southern side only was used. When I left it was al- 
most dark, and no birds remained on the mud. The number of birds 
seen and heard on this occasion was very considerably less than on 
November 15. 

My next visit to the Black Pond was in the late afternoon of Decem- 
ber 5, 1986. The weather was calm and cool. Few birds were seen 
or heard, fewer than on November 28. No birds were seen on the mud 
left by the draining of the pond. Birds were seen to arrive singly or 
in small parties, mainly from the north, north-east or east, all flying 
straight into the reeds. They were very quiet after settling, although 
their call-notes were uttered during flight. As on previous visits, only 
the reed-bed on the southern side of the pond was used. 

It is not known how long this roost has been in use, but on several 
occasions during the last two or three years wagtails have been ob- 
served flying into the reed-bed at dusk, though not in such great 
numbers. 

(In view of the interest in the roosting-habits of this species, notes 
on other roosts in the Society’s area will be weleome.—Ep.) 


The Green-Sandpiper as a Winter Visitor. 


By R. McKeEnziz Smita. 





HE green-sandpiper (Tringa ochropus L.) is generally regarded as 
a passage migrant to the British Isles, and it is comparatively 
infrequently recorded in the winter months. It is all the more remark- 
able, therefore, to find its occurrence recorded in several successive 
winters in a locality fast becoming urbanised, less than ten miles from 
St Paul’s. During the past four years one could be reasonably sure 
of finding a bird of this species along a stretch of the River Roding 
near Chigwell in any month from August to December and with less 
certainty until March, as will be seen :by reference to the records 
printed in the London Naturalist in recent years. 
Tt is difficult to see any reason why this locality should be especi- 
ally attractive to the species. The valley is a shallow one running 
approximately north and south and is not particularly warm or shel- 
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tered. Green-sandpipers have been observed to remain in the district 
even during prolonged frosts. I have noted that the birds are gener- 
ally to be found feeding along the margin of the stream at points where 
its bed becomes stony and shallow. The River Roding is subject to 
rapid rises of level and when the stony places are submerged the birds 
resort to some shallow settling tanks at a nearby sewage farm or to its 
effluent stream. Individual birds seem to become attached to particu- 
lar spots and may be found at them repeatedly. It is this fact alone 
which allows the bird to be observed occasionally at close quarters. In 
four years of repeated observation there have been only three such 
occasions. The green-sandpiper is extremely wary and generally rises 
when the observer is still a hundred yards distant, giving a shrill, clear 
call which I can only describe as ‘‘ Wee - wick-a-wick - wick.’? While 
continuing to call the bird mounts higher and higher in a big circle, 
and generally flies away out of sight. Some individuals will rise silently 
and skim along the stream below the level of the banks, thus escaping 
observation. A different alarm note has also been noticed and seems to 
indicate extreme urgency. It is given when a bird is surprised at close 
quarters, and consists of three syllables, thus :—‘‘ Wik-wik-wik.” This 
is followed by the usual call as the bird rises away from danger. 

It would be interesting to learn what it is that attracts this very 
shy bird to an un-secluded, sewage-polluted stream which is not fre- 
quented by other waders with the exception of the common snipe. 


Arrival and Departure of Migrants, 1936. 


Compiled by D. A. T. Morgan. 


In the following table only the earliest and latest dates for each 
county are given. 


HOODED CROW. TREE PIPIT. 
Mar. 22—S. Mitcham Common L.P. April i—S. Wimbledon Common 
April 18—E. Walthamstow Res. R.E.W. 
W.A.W. » 10K. Bexley Heath ... G.E.M. 
Oct. 28—S. Barnes ............... A.H.B. » 12—E. Chigwell ...... R.Mc.K.S. 
3 18M. Ruislip IeSaieeeese G.H. 
SISKIN. : e 
Mar. 10S. Richmond Park WLC, "4. 9 — 
é : S —M. Ruislip Common ... G.H. 
April 15—M. Highgate Woods J.D.D. Sept. 5—E. King. George V Res 
Nov. 10—S. Richmond Park W.E.G. ee 7 W_AW. 
Dec. 5—M. Uxbridge ........... A.H.M. ., 5—E. Walthamstow Res. 
BRAMBLING. R.W.P. 
Mar. 8—K. Beckenham “ 
Geb Vieeee sweet 
Sl 5S —— He Wa LlOrdmschiemereeece G.H. YELLOW WAGTAIL. 
> 2s—M. Primrose Hill -.-... M.R. Mar. 24—M. Hampton .......... W.E.G. 
April 14—E. Chingford ....... W.A.W. April 2—S. Barn Elms Res. E.G.P. 
» 23s—S. Beddington ...... P.W.R. » Ji. St Albans#.. S.A. 
Oct. 15—S. Headley .............. J.S.W. »  12—K. Beckenham 
Nov. i—E. Knighton Wood W.A.W. G.E.M., P.W.R. 
eb — Ke BIS ein Een K-R.C. » 13—E. King George V Res. 


» 17—M. Bushy Park ...... J.E.R. W.A.W. 


Mar. 
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<5 9}9, 


. 12—M. 
2i—K, 


PR 


4—S. 


10—E. 
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Ruislip Res. 
Beckenham 


G.E.M., P.W.R. 
. RS.R.F. 
E.G.P. 


Langley S.F. 
Barn Elms Res. 
Walthamstow Res. 


E.M., R.W.P., W.A.W. 


WHITE WAGTAIL. 


15—H. 
22K 


28—S. 


25—E. 


Watford S.F. 
Elmers End 


G.E.M., P.W.R. 
Beddington S.F. P.W.R. 
April15—M. Staines Res. 


King George V Res. 


W.A.W. 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 


3—M. 


4—S. 
10—K. 


Staines Res. ...... A.H.M. 
Ham Common ... W.N.G. 
Beckenham ....... PAN Viel 


17—Epping Forest 


2—E. 


9—H. 


20—S. 
30—K. 


W.A.W., E.M. 
Buckhurst -Hill W.A.W. 


Totteridge ........ J.D.D. 
DECODED. Grasoooenodo H.B 
Beckenham ...... G.E.M 


SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. 


38—E. Knighton Wood W.A.W. 
5—H. Totteridge ......... J.E.S. 
8—S. Richmond Park W.L.C. 
10—K. Beckenham 
G.E.M., P.W.R. 
12—M. Kensington Gardens 
G.C.L. 
. 23—H. Watford .......... R.W.P. 
5—E. Epping Forest ...... J.R. 
17—M. Bushy Park ..... J.E.R 
21—S. Tadworth ............. H.B 
28—K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M 
CHIFFCHAFF. 
. 19S. Wimbledon Common 
R.E.W. 
2i—M. Ruislip Common G.H. 
22H. Hamper Mill ...... G.H. 
22—K. Beckenham 
G.E.M., P.W.R. 
22—_E. Knighton Wood 
R.McK.S., W.A.W. 
. 146—M. Hampstead ........ K.D.S. 
16—M. Mill Hill ........ W.D.M 
19—E. Sewardstone ... W.A.W 
i—S. Barn Elms Res. E.G.P 
5—K. Blackheath ...... E.M.W 
WILLOW WARBLER. 
92S. Fetcham ............ H.J.B. 
28—M. Northwood .......... G.H. 
28—K. Hayes Common 
D.A.T.M. 
3i—E. Epping Forest ... P.D.H. 


Pee A.H.M. 


Sept. 2i—S. Tadworth ............ H.B. 
op eel, Wvennioneel Sel&>: sceccs G.H. 
» 2—K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M. 

Oct. 10—E. Knighton Wood W.A.W. 
oy SI OTOL: 2BGUNL sogebooae W.D.M. 


WOOD WARBLER. 
April 20—S. Wimbledon Common 


lB. 
» 24—M. Staines Res. ... A.H.M. 
>» 2o—E. Epping Forest .....: JR. 
May 3—K. Farnborough ... M.M.H 
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. 
April 26—S. Epsom ............ R.S.R.E. 
i 26— Seb OOkKMaie menace G.W.C. 
May 13—M. Ruislip ................ G.H. 
REED WARBLER. 
April 26—K. Beckenham 
GEM. P.W-:R. 
May 3—E. Chigwell ......... W.A.W. 
»  10—M. Harefield ............ G.H. 
Aug. 16—E. Chigwell S.F. W.A.W 
Sept. 20—K. Beckenham 


G.E.M., P.W.R. 
SEDGE WARBLER. 


April 16—E. Chigwell S.F. ... W.A.W 
»  23—S. Beddington ..... P.W.R. 
» 24—K. Beckenham ..... G.E.M. 
» 28—M. Kensington Gardens 

G.C.L., E.G-P. 
» 28—M.. Ruislip Res. ....... G.H. 

Sept. 1—M. Ruislip Res. ........ G.H. 
» 13—H. Hamper Mill ...... G.H. 
» 238—S. Beddington ..... P.W.R 

Oct. 4—K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M 

GARDEN WARBLER. 

April 8—E. Epping Forest W.A.W. 
» 20—S. Wimbledon ......... J.B. 
»  26—K. Hayes Common M.M.H. 

May 3—M. Mill Hill ......... W.D.M. 

Aug. 28—E. Epping Forest ...... J.R. 

Sept. 6—M. Scratch Wood W.D.M. 

BLACKCAP. 

Mar. 31—M. Bushy Park ...... J.E.R 

April 5—S: Redhill” .....2..2.:. J.S.W 
4 5—K. Keston ............ G.W.C 
» 12—E. Knighton Wood 

R.MckK.S., W.A.W. 

Aug. 19—E. Knighton Wood W.A.W. 

Sept. 12—M. Staines Res. A.H.M. 
» 2—S. Wimbledon ...... R.E.W 

. WHITETHROAT. 
April 20—S. Wimbledon .......... J.B. 


» 26—E. Knighton Wood W.A.W. 
» %®6—K. Beckenham 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 

ace. 26—M. Northwood G.H. 


eevescsce 
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Sept. 9—E. Epping Forest ...... A182 
,  10—K. Beckenham ...... P.W.R. 
»  12—M. Ruislip Common G.H. 
, 26—S. Wimbledon ..... A.R.W 
BU 26=Sh MSE) cceeeeeesoteee K.R.C 

LESSER WHITETHROAT. 

April 13—K. Downe ............... G.E.M. 
Pe 26S. aGwORtMensccssseeeee ishsy 
»  28—E. Epping Forest ...... Vo} Rt 
» 2—M. Northwood .......... G.H. 
», 2@9—M. Staines Res. .... A.H.M 

Aug. 9 —E. Buckhurst Hill W.A.W. 
yy SG Se. Well eee seseceeces ACHE. 
»  ®@3—M. Ruislip Common... G.H. 

FIELDFARE. 
Mar. 22—E. Walthamstow Res. 
Revel. 
2 29— Me Harenieldy ieee ce Gee 
, 29—H. Colne Valley ........ Gale 

April 19—K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M. 
23S Bed dim avOnmeere. IPAs 

Oct. 30—S. Richmond Park R.E.W. 

Nov. 10—M. Bushy Park ...... J.E.R. 
» 19—E. Epping Forest ..... J.R. 
» 29—K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M 

REDWING. 

Mar. 26—S. Richmond Park H.R.H. 
»  2—M. Northwood .......... G.H. 
»  28—H. Watford S.F. ... Gele 
» 29K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M. 

Oct. 10—S. Headley .........:.. J.S.W. 
»” 10—S. Walton Heath H.B 
»  11—E. Chigwell S.F. 

W.A.W., R.Mc.K.S. 

>» “t8—M. Bushy Park ...... J.E.R. 

ap See EIAVES  cooagacencases G.E.M 
WHEATEAR. 

Mar. 28—M. Regents Park M.R 
A OSS ead IDOE Gesnss. G.C.L 

April 9—K. Beckenham 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 
» 13—E. King George V Res. 
W.A.W. 
Sept. 12—E. Walthamstow Res. 
W.A.W. 
»  %—M. Edmonton S.F. ... E.M. 
» %—K. Elmers End 
G.E.M., P.W.R. 
Oct. 15—S. Wimbledon ..... R.E.W. 
WHINCHAT. 

April 14—M. Regents Park ...... M.R. 
» 26—E. Chigwell S.F. W.A.W. 
» 26—K. Beckenham 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 
»  28—S. Beddington ...... P.W.R. 
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Sept. 12—M. Scratch Wood W.D.M. 
» 13—E. Chigwell S.F. W.A.W. 
»  23—-S. Beddington P.W.R. 
»  27—K. Beckenham 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 
REDSTART. 

Mar. 27—S. Richmond Park M.H.B. 
April1i—E. Epping Forest D.A.T.M. 
, 20—M. Regents Park ...... M.R. 
Sept.- 2—K. Hayes! =222..-— A.J.R. 
op 5—S. Richmond Park E.G.P. 
» 13—H. Totteridge ...... W.D.M. 
,»  14—E. Epping Forest ...... J.R. 
» 17—M. Bushy Park ..... J.E.R 
NIGHTINGALE. 

April 10—S. Epsom RC. eS Wwe 
» 23—E. Epping Forest ... P.D.H. 
» 24—M. Northwood .......... G.H. 
5) neo. OxXhey a. G.H. 
SWALLOW. 

April 8—S. Ewell Downs ... A.H.H. 
An 9—M. Highgate .......... J.D: 
»  13—E. King George V Res. 

W.A.W. 
» 18—H. Hamper Mill ... M.T.S. 
» ISK: Downe =o G.E.M. 

Oct. 4—-K. Beckenham ...... G.E.M 
»  4i—E. Chigwell S.F. W.A.W 
» 24—S. Limpsfield ....... K.R.C. 

NOV. 1==Ma Ruislip ieee G.H. 

HOUSE MARTIN. 

Aprili8—S. Gatton Park 

isha ee, TES. 

»  %—H. Hamper Mill ...... G.H. 
» 2—E. King George V Res. 

W.A.W. 

Oct. 8—M. Staines Res. ..... G.D.E 
» i11—S. Tadworth H.B 
» 24—E. Chingford ...... W.A.W 

SAND MARTIN. 

April 4—E. King George V Res. 

' E.M., W.A.W. 
» 14-S. Barn Elms ....... E.G.P. 
» 19M. Staines Res. ..... G.C.L: 

Sept. 183+H. Hamper Mill ...... Colek 
» 13—E. Chigwell S.F. W.A.W. 
», 23—S. Beddington S.F. P.W.R. 

Oct. 4—K. Elmers End 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 
a 8—M. Staines Res. ..... G.D.E. 
SWIFT. 
April 26—M. Staines Res. .... A.H.M 
» 26—S. Barn Elms Res. 
D.A.T.M. 
» 380—E. Walthamstow Res. 
R.W.P. 


Aug. 15—E. 


30—K. 


Sept. 11—S. 


pp aE 


May 9-—S. 


»  14—M. 
» 16—H. 
Aug. 25—M. 


Mar. 31—S. 


May 6—M. 


Aug. 15—S. 


April 12—S. 
pp | A 


Sept. 7—S. 


Mar. ‘7—S. 


April 29—M. 


Sept. 26—E. 


Oct. 3—M. 


»  14—S. 


April 5—M. 


» 14—S. 
» 18—KE. 
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King George V Res. 


W.A.W. 
Beckenham ..... G.E.M. 
Beddington ..... P.W.R. 
Staines Res. .... A.H.M. 
NIGHTJAR. 
Esher Common K.P.K. 
Northwood .......... G.H. 
Bishops Wood ... G.H. 
Northwood _.......... G.H. 
WRYNECK. 
/ASIOURERVOL  Gdcconobdes J.S.W. 
Staines Res. .... A.H.M. 
Epsom S.F. ... R.S.R.F. 
CUCKOO. 
Limpsfield ....... K.R.C. 
Epping Forest .... E.M. 
o IMGUDL TeGUUL  Seésone W.D.M. 
. Regents Park ...... M.R. 
Sandy Lodge ...... G.H. 


Richmond Park E.G.P. 


GOLDENEYE. 


Molesey Res. P.A.D.H. 
Staines Res. ... A.H.M. 


Walthamstow Res. 


E.T.N., H.A.P. 
JRE — Soagesoo0cac0see G.H. 
Molesey Res. ... A.H.M. 


GOOSANDER. 

Staines Res. ...... G.C.L. 

Barn Elms Res. E.G.P. 

Walthamstow Res. 
E.T.N. 


Nov. 1—M. Staines Res. ...... G.C.L. 
» —E. King George V Res., 
W.A.W. 


»,  %—E. Walthamstow Res. 
E.T.N., H.A.P. 


SMEW. 
Mar. i—H. Hamper Mill ...... G.H. 
»  2—S. Lonsdale Road Res. 


E.G.P. 

Nov. 28—S. Molesey Res. P.A.D.H. 
Dec. 27—E. Walthamstow Res. 

E.T.N., H.A.P. 


27—M. Staines Res. ... A.H.M. 
TURTLEDOVE. 

May 6—S. Leatherhead .... H.J.B. 

»  10—-K. Beckenham ..... P.W.R. 

KOM, TRIOUISIETO. ~ seconnosooneaco G.H. 


,  17—E. Epping Forest W.A.W. 
Sept. 5—E. Sewardstone ... W.A.W. 
Oct. 10—S. Ashtead ............. J.S.W. 


COMMON SANDPIPER. 
April 13—K. Beckenham 
G.E.M., P.W.R. 


»  18—M. Ruislip Res. ......... G.H. 
»  19—S. Barn Elms Res. 

Ciallig, 1B (CrolP 

»  28—H. Hamper Mill ... M.T:S. 

Sept. 26—H. Watford S.F. ...... G.H. 

26—H. Hamper Mill ...... G.H. 


Oct 4S) Barn =Hlimss Res.) eh.G.b: 
11—M. Staines Res. 
G.C.L., A.H.M. 
17—E. King George V Res. ~ 
W.A.W. 





BiRD FURNITURE. 


NESTING BOX FOR SWALLOWE. 


(oryrigur) 
































FRONT VIEW ~ ONE SIDE O¢cUPIED 


WANG 18 SHEDS, OUTHOUSES, PORCHES, ETC. 


3/3 each (post 6d). 
Three for 10/9 (post free). 


THE GREENRIGG WORKS, WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX. 


We specialise in all types of BIRD 

FEEDING DEVICES, NESTING 

BOXES, &c. Also Gifts of special in- 

terest to Nature Lovers Illustrated 

““NATURE-GIFT”’ Catalogue sent 
on request. 


BIRD BATHS (in Wood), from 6/6. 
ARTIFICIAL STONE, - from 9/6. 


NOVELTY BIRD SOAP. (Sketches by 
Roland Green, F.Z.S.). 
BIRD NOTEPAPER. BIRD BOOKS. 
BIRD RINGS 
(and Traps for ’ Ringing ’”’ purposes). 
LANTERN SLIDES, 
Quite"'New—SWALLOW NESTING BOX, 
made to instructions of ‘* The Zoo Man” 


Obtainable only from 
‘“ NATURE-GIFTS’”’ DEPARTMENT 11. 
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Bird Ringing, 1936. 


By R. W. HAte. 





HE Society’s returns under the British Birds Marking Scheme for 

the year show a further decrease, but this is due rather to lack 

of opportunity than to lack of enthusiasm on the part of our ringers. 

354 birds of 38 species were ringed and this compares with 482 birds of 

30 species in 1935. The following table shows the results of the twelve 
ringers who took part in the work. 


Name of Ringer. Nestlings. Trapped. Total. 

Ss 1exOR GAME ——— sanessoscoosecenocs 13 itil 24 
Gara SBuUCKkI aT Cie nents 12 a sly 
Gall Collenetter ee 4 11 15 
Da vsS2 Daas Cashes eee: 5 — 5 
IR Thon Seana QUASI O!  Gagnanacosonesnoes 41 Q 43 
Re Ch: COMES heise antec eee 1 _ 1 
ReMi. JONES 2o pepe se scssm sete 47 i10- 59 
H.M. Office of Works ...... —- 8 8 
BoGs Peder ie soe 8 — 8 
SPO tC ites eeeeee rete c sense ae 6 3 9 
IMSS Be SUV ANS 5 eeoeeee eee ee ilg@f = 1 18 
Ji. ME WAS OM Wiest creas cwncheacecee . ee: 30 152 
276 78 354 

NORE IOWTHES) — sooneostooseade 292 190 482 


The most numerous species ringed were :— 


ROMS MUGTEUISIO — socogasncossadc000¢ 66 Starling ~ 244). eee 37 
VY BIACKWIRG  Witectcessecseseeonee 56 Common’ Lern) pecs eee 23 


Special mention should be made of four Hobbies included in this 
year’s returns. 

We welcome four new ringers—Miss E. Silva and Messrs R. S. R. 
Fitter, H. Pettit, and J. M. Wilson. The Bird Ringing Secretary— 
R. W. Hale, 6 Grendon Gardens, Wembley Park, Middlesex—will be 
glad to hear from any member interested in ringing. There is a small 
charge of 9d for each packet of 20 rings. 





RECOVERIES OF RINGED BIRDS. 


The following recoveries of birds included in the Society’s returns 
have been published in British Birds since the last list was compiled :— 


Turtep Duck. Nyroca fuligula (L.). 

1. AA.8344, ringed 17/1/34 as an adult in St James’s Park, London, 
by H.M. Office of Works, and recovered at Walthamstow (Essex) in 
July 1935. 

BLACK-HEADED GuLL. Larus r. ridibundus L. 


2. RR.255, ringed 21/6/27 as a nestling at the Colne Estuary (Essex) by 
W.E. Glegg, and recovered on the River Blackwater (Essex), 12/4/36. 





SONGS OF WILD BIRDS 


By E, M. NICHOLSON and LUDWIG KOCH, 
Introduction by JULIAN HUXLEY. 
With 18 Plates, of which 8 are in Colour. 


_ Mr E. M. Nicholson, well-known to bird-lovers as the author of How 

Birds Live, The Art of Bird Watching, etc., has written for this work 
the most fascinating, complete and trustworthy account ot bird-song yet 
available. It includes chapters explaining what bird-song is and why 
birds sing, descriptions of all British bird-songs, a calendar showing 
at a glance when each song may be heard; a full programme of the 
songs on the two double-sided gramophone records (which play for 
‘nearly a quarter of an hour) aad pictures of every bird whose song is 
- reproduced. | 


Two Double-Sided 10-inch Gramophone Records of the 
Actual Songs of 15 British Birds. 


TEXT—PICTURES—SOUND and Chart of Bird-Song. 


| Records not sold separately. 15/- net boxed, 


BIRDS OF THE GREEN BELT 
By R. M. LOCKLEY. | | !  5B/- net. 
BIRD MIGRATION 
' By A. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON. 5/- net, 


al HOW TO KNOW BRITISH BIRDS _— 
oe By N. H. JOY. 300 Illustrations. Second Impression. 5/- net, 
| EVERY GARDEN A BIRD SANCTUARY 

NT By Bo OL. TURNER. |” | Second Impression. aor | 5/- net. 


ALF & G. WITHERBY Lid., 326 High Holborn, London, W.C.1 | 
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BOOKS ON BIRDS. 


a 


During the past year an increasing number of members of 
the London Natural History Society visited our Showroom 
to inspect our Stock of Books on Ornithology. Members 


who have not already visited us will find expert assistance — 


in selecting suitable books for their own particular study. 


We issue 
CATALOGUES AND LISTS 
at frequent intervals, and shall 
be pleased to send to anyone 

interested. 





Volume I of Witherby’s “HANDBOOK OF BRITISH 


BIRDS” is now ready. Members are invited to call and — 


inspect a copy, because no serious Ornithologist can afford 

to be without a set of this publication, which is to be 

completed in Five Volumes. The Handbook is by far 

the most comprehensive work on British Birds which has 

ever been published, and answers the requirements of both 
| the noviee and the expert. 


We are always willing to buy INDIVIDUAL BOOKS or 


LIBRARIES FOR CASH in London or in the Country. 

Members who have books on Ornithology they wish to 

dispose of may rest assured that by offering them to us 
they will receive a FAIR MARKET PRICE. 


C. W. GEOFFREY PAULSON. 





69 GREAT QUEEN ST., KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 


Phone: HOLBORN 7341. 
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Birds in the London Area, 1937. 


REPORT ON BIRD-LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL. 


INTRODUCTION. 

N introducing the second issue of the bird report as a separate pub- 
lication we are glad to be able to say that over fifty copies of the 
first report have been sold in addition to those distributed free to. mem- 
bers. .In view of the ever-increasing interest in bird-life we feel, how- 
ever, that this number could be greatly increased, and we shall, there- 
fore, be grateful if members will take every opportunity of introducing 
the report to friends who are not members of the Society. Extra copies 

can be obtained for 1/6. 

In addition to the usual features we include an article on a Pied 
Wagtail roost in Richmond Park and an account of the census of ducks, 
great-crested grebes and coots which was undertaken on 18th December. 

Notes on the special species for 1937 will be found in a separate 
article. ‘The species selected for 1938 are Reed Warbler, Tufted Duck 
and Turtle Dove, and members are asked for separate notes on these 
species in accordance with the questions detailed in the circular sent out 
early in January. Further copies of this circular are available on re- 
quest. 

By virtue of its affiliation to the British Trust for Ornithology the 
Society received a copy of the report on the Little Owl enquiry. It 
seems pertinent to mention in connection with our affiliation that of the 
‘ten members of the present Council of the Trust six are members of this 
Society. While the Trust is making good progress and has already been 
responsible for several very valuable reports, it is badly handicapped 
by lack of funds, and we feel that there must be many members who 
would like to know more of its activities. Particulars can be obtained 
from the Honorary Secretary, c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s 
Park, N.W.8, or from the Society’s Recorder. 

Probably the most interesting event of the year was the remarkable 
influx of grebes and divers on 3lst January. So many were reported on 
this date that it is probable that others first seen in the early days of 
February actually arrived at the same time. The weather conditions 
preceding the movement have been summarised in British Birds, May 
1937. Strong east and north-east winds were prevalent in the North 
Sea and in the region of Denmark in the last few days of January, 
while temperature in the Baltic was down to 7° Fahr. on the 30th. By 
that date, however, the wind off the east coast of England had dropped 
considerably, although the influx does not appear to have been promin- 
ent until the 3lst. As most observations are made at the week-end it 
should be borne in mind that the 3lst was a Sunday, and that, there- 
fore, birds arriving during the previous week might not have been 
noticed until that date. 
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In the London area the three species chiefly involved were the Slavon- 
ian and Red-necked Grebes and the Black-throated Diver. A Black- 
necked Grebe was reported at Ruislip and at Staines, a Red-throated 
Diver was found dead at Littleton, and a Red-breasted Merganser was 
seen at Staines, but no Great Northern Diver was concerned unless the 
one first seen at Walthamstow Reservoirs on 23rd January may be in- 
cluded. A Razorbill found dead at King George V Reservoir on 6th 
February may have also taken part in the movement, while later in 
February Shags were reported from several localities, recalling a similar 
occurrence in this month in 1935. A Slavonian Grebe stayed at Mitcham 
until 26th March and a Black-throated Diver remained on the Thames 
until June. The presence of both Slavonian and Red-necked Grebe in 
Kensington Gardens at the same time is yet another instance of the 
attractions of London’s lakes for passing birds. 

Richmond Park has provided several interesting records with a Cirl 
Bunting in May, a Great Grey Shrike and a Dartford Warbler in Decem- 
ber, Pintail in April and November, and Stone Curlew in April for the 
third successive year. Siskins and Bramblings were exceptionally numer- 
ous in March and early April, the latter species, however, being scarce 
in the early months of the winter 1937-8. After the Crossbill invasion 
of 1935 there have been only two records for the winter 1936-7. 


Shovelers were plentiful in the autumn but still do not seem to have 
bécome regular breeders. Long-tailed Ducks arrived at Staines earlier 
than in any previous year and were at first much less wary than in the 
past. With regard to the limicolae fewer species were seen than in 1936, 
but Oyster-catcher, Wood Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank were addi- 
tions in 1937. A Turnstone was seen at Barn Elms in spring, and at 
Brent Reservoir in autumn. The appearance of a Long-tailed Skua at 
Easneye in September near the border of the area is worthy of note. 

Several new members have contributed very valuable notes, and we 
take this opportunity of -thanking them and others who have sent in 
records for their co-operation. We also have to thank Mrs Paulson and 
Messrs Fitter and Wightman for their kind assistance in entering and 
checking the records. 

All records are for 1937 except in the report on the special species or 
where otherwise stated. Observers responsible for the published notes 
are indicated by initials, as are the counties. Abbreviations are as 
follows :—B.B.=British Birds Magazine, L.B.R.=London Bird Report. 
Res.=Reservoir. A map of the area was published in the Report for - 
1936, a few copies of which are still available. 


The following is a list of members who have sent in observations :— 


CB. Ashby, per RCH: K. P. Keywood. 

S. Austin. Dr G. W. Lloyd. 

W. Baggaley. Miss C. E. Longfield. 
Miss J. Baggallay. G. Carmichael Low. 
C. H. Bentham. G. K. McCulloch. 

G. Beven. Mrs E. MacAlister. 


F. W. Blake. A. Holte Macpherson. 
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R. E. Brinton. 

H. J. Burkill. 

Miss M. H. Butterworth. 
E. M. Cawkell. 

A, Clark. 

C. L. Collenette. 

G. W. Collett. 

W. L. Colyer. 

P. W. E. Currie. 

J. D. Daffarn. 

Miss R. Davis. 

R. P. Donnelly, per A.B.H. 
Miss K. Douglas Smith. 
. D. Elcome. 

.S. R. Fitter. 

. Gaster. 

. H. Gillham. 

. E. Glegg. 

. W. Hale. 

J. Hanson. 

. W. Hayman, per C.L.C. 
. D. Hayward. 

Hohn. 

. A. D. Hollom. 


. C. Homes. 

. Hopkins. 

. B. Hornblower. 

iss M. M. Hose. 

Miss P. H. Jeffery. 

F. J. Johnston. 

J. Kavanagh, per R.C.H. 
J. Keiser, per C.L.C. 
Mrs H. M. Rait Kerr. 


eee 8 eels ase 


Hoopep Crow. 


16th January (R.W.P., 


W. Home McCall, per C.L.C. 


EK. Mann. 

F. R. Mann. 

W. D. Melluish. 

D. A. T. Morgan. 

Miss M. Munro. 

M, Nicholson. 

T. Nicholson. 
Parmenter. 

W. G. Paulson. 

H. G. Peterken. 

_ W. Pethen. 

A Pettit: 

. R. Philipson. 

W. Ratchff. 

. A. Rawlence, per C.L.C. 
EK. Roberts. 

. W. Robbins, 

D. Rowan. 

. Seth Smith. 

. Simms, per C.L.C. 
 MeKourie Smith. 

. R. Sumerfield. 

r W. W. Thomson, per R.C.H. 
Miss M. Van Oostecen: 
R. Vaughan Johnson, per C.L.C. 
Miss H. Watkins. 

Mrs W. Boyd Watt. 

Miss EK. M. Wheeler. 

C. A. White. 

J. S. Wightman. 

J. A. Wigzell, per C.L.C. 
R. E. Windsor, per C.L.C. 
W. A. Wright. 


BSP eg ae 





Corvus c. cornea L. 
K. Loughton, one on 7th March (P.D.H.). 


Walthamstow Res., one on 


and others) and on 18th December (R.W.P.). 


K. Hlmers End Sewage Farm, one on 17th October (G.E.M.). 
S. Richmond Park, one from 15th to 21st February (A.H.M., C.L.C.). 


HAWFINoH. 


= As 


December (W.R.P.). 
season (A.R.S.). 


Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes (L.). 
Epping Forest, a nest seen on 18th May (W.A.W.). 
Cuffley, four on 2nd July (A.R.S.). 
Beckenham, two on 27th July (P.W.R.). 
pines on 25th April (M.M.H.). 
Northwood, one on 20th March (G.H.). 


Keston Common, two in 


Ruislip, one on 5th and 19th 


White Webbs Park, a pair in the breeding 
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Ashtead, seen on many occasions throughout the year. One pair 
probably bred in an orchard (J.S.W.). Godstone, one on 14th Feb- 
ruary (H.B.). Limpsfield, at least two pairs bred (K. R. Chandler). 
On 25th October one was seen in a yew tree apparently taking ber- 
ries (R.W.R.). Mickleham, one to five seen October to December 
(P.W.E.C.). Petersham Park, ten on 24th February (E.G.P.). 
Reigate Park, noted in February, April and May, there being four 
pairs on the 8th May (H.B.). Richmond Park, in small numbers 
from January to March, increasing in April, largest number noted 
being about 20 on the 28th (W.E.G.); one pair thought to have 
nested (C.L.C.). Noted in Tadworth and Kingswood district in 
March, April, June and July (H.B.). Wimbledon Common, noted 
on three dates during May (J.B., R.E.W.), and up to 12th June 
(R.E.W.). 


GorpFincH. Carduelis carduelis, 


M. 


Although flocks are frequently seen in the area the following 
numbers seem to be exceptionally large : — 
Bushy Park, about 150 feeding on knapweed on 4th and over 500 
on 16th October (J.E.R.). 


Siskin. Carduelis spinus (L.). 


Ik 


M. 


There appears to have been a pronounced influx of this species 
in March, when large flocks were reported from many localities. 
Epping Forest, reported at High Beach in late March by several 
observers, and up to 19th April by P.D.H. There were about 30 
on Ist April. Highams Park and Wanstead Park, up to 20 seen 
in January and early February (S.A., E.T.N., J.H.G.P., W.A.W.). 
Beckenham, 25-50 up to the middle of March, and one on the 20th 
and 26th (P.W.R.). 

Bushy Park, about 50 on 16th February, and over 20 on 9th and 
21st March (J.E.R.). Golders Green, five on 15th and two on 18th 
March (R.E.B.). Hampstead Heath, a flock of about 60 was first 
seen on 24th March, some staying until 12th April (K.D.S., and 
others). Harefield, seven on 21st February (W.R.P.). Ruislip, four 
or five on 28th March (G.H.). Stanmore, about six on 2Ist Feb- 
ruary (W.D.M.). 

Beddington, three on 3rd January (G.B.) and four or five on 24th 
October (G.D.E.). Island Barn Res., Molesey, 16 on 18th December 
(P.W.E.C.). Reigate Park, about 20 on 6th November, two on 25th 
December, and about 15, some of which were singing, on Reigate 
Heath on the same date (H.B.). Richmond Park, in small num- 
bers from 5th January to 7th April (C.L.C.); but 70-100 on 5th 
March, there being no other species in the flock (W.E.G.), and over 
20 on the 7th April (A.H.M.); one on 29th November and 1st Decem- 
ber (W.I.G.). Wimbledon Common, one on 7th and five on 13th 
January (J.B.). A small flock was present during March (W.W.T., 
A.H.M.) and was last seen on 3rd April (R.E.W.). Weybridge, 
three on alders on 28th December (G.B.). Cobham Mill, one on 9th 
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March (P.W.E.C.). Esher Common, about six on 27th and 31st 
March (K.P.K.). Selsdon, about six on 13th March (R.S.R.F.). 


Lesser Reppeoiy. Carduelis flammea cabaret (P. L. 8S. Miill.). 
B. Black Park, about 12 on 19th February (C.E.L.). 


K. Recorded as usual in Epping Forest and Knighton Wood. Four at 
Chigwell Sewage Farm on 28th November were feeding on nettle 
seeds (W.A.W.). North Weald, one on 28th November feeding on 
willow-herb (R.S.R.F., R.C.H.). : 


K. Beckenham, from 15 to 30 winter 1936-7, one in July (P.W.R.), 12 
on 3lst October, about six on 28th November, none seen in Decem- 
ber (A.J.R.). Hayes, 20-30 during the winter, numbers decreasing 
in April. Several birds remained throughout the summer and 
probably bred. A late nest found on 14th July had young on 6th 
August (P.W.R., G.D.E., M.M.H., G.E.M.). Chislehurst, one on 
9th May (M.M.H.). 


M. Hampstead Heath, three pairs on 7th May (H.M.R.K.); present 
throughout the year (K.D.S.). Ruislip, small flocks in the early 
months of the year, and six still there on the 23rd April (G.H., 
W.R.P.). Also reported in winter from Bushy Park, Harefield and 
Stanmore. 


S. Ashstead district, present throughout the winter 1936-7 in small 
numbers. With the severer weather from the end of January to 
March the birds lett the district and were found in flocks on the 
neighbouring commons and along streams. Birds returned to the 
district at the beginning of April and, although there was no de- 
finite proof of nesting, their presence throughout the breeding sea- 
son in suitable areas suggests it (J.S.W.). Barn Elms, two feeding 
on seeds of mugwort on 28th October (H.G.P.). Beddington district, 
two in the park on 10th January (L.P.); several feeding on seeds 
of Hpilobium hirsutum on 17th October, and three feeding on fruits 
of Urtica dioica at Watermeads on 13th November (G.B.). Belmont, 
four pairs seen during the breeding season, and birds noted up to 
end of November; frequently seen feeding on seeds of evening prim- 
rose and golden rod. In the summer they were noted feeding on 
aphids on fruit trees (P.W.E.C.). Epsom Common, a flock of about 
40 in a birch wood on 20th March; some still present on 16th April 
but none after that date (R.C.H.). Limpsfield, seen throughout the 
year, one pair at least probably nested (R.C.H., and others). Reigate 
Park, three on 3rd April and a pair on 8th May on Reigate Heath 
(H.B.). Richmond Park, no reports in the breeding season (C.L.C.). 
Tadworth, one or two pairs nested (H.B.). Wimbledon Common, 
last winter birds on 25th February (R.E.W.), two on 27th March 
(W.W.T.), about six on 26th May and 5th June (O.H.), residents 
last noted on 2nd August (R.H.W.). 


Common Crosssinu. Loria c. curvirostra L. 
S. Wimbledon Common, one heard on 12th March (R.E.W.). 
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BraMBiuine. Fringa montifringilla L. 

There was again an enormous influx in March when it appeared 
in many new localities, numbers being especially noticeable at this 
season on the sewage farms. Very few, however, were reported in 
the early months of the winter 1937-8. 

Waltham Abbey, 15 on 28th December (A.R.S.). 

Elmers End Sewage Farm, maximum 20 on 14th March, two or three 

seen on odd dates October to December (G.E.M.). Hayes, about 15 

on 10th October (G.D.E., G.E.M.). 

S. Ashtead, unusually large flocks winter 1936-7 numbering up to about 
100 (J.S.W.). Beddington Sewage Farm, 15-30 were present in the 
early part of March, the numbers rising to 200-300 on the 26th. On 
10th April there were 250+, but by the 20th there were only about 
eight (G.E.M., P.W.R., and others). Richmond Park, reported on 
numerous occasions. About 100 on 5th March (W.L.C.). None in 
autumn and winter 1937-8, the crop of beech-mast and hornbeam 
seeds being very poor (C.L.C.). 

K.M.S. There are March and early April records from Brent Sewage 
Farm, Golders Green, Primrose Hill, Staines (about 30 on 13th 
March), Kew Gardens (30+ on 5th March), Epsom Sewage Farm, 
Mitcham (20-30 on 7th March), Beckenham,. Kelsey Park, Farn- 
borough, Limpsfield Chart, Kingswood. 


A 


TreE Sparrow. Passer m. montanus Cia): 

H. Theobalds Park, seen in May (A.R.S.). 

M. Staines Moor, bred (D.A.T.M.). Commonly reported in this district. 
K.S. Usual flocks reported in autumn from the sewage farms. 


Corn Buntine. Emberiza c. calandra L. 

M. Staines, several noted in May. 

S. Arbrook Common, one on 4th June (K.P.K.). Ewell, two singing 
on 13th June (R.S.R.F.). Molesey, two in mixed flock of buntings 
on 18th December (P.W.E.C.). 


Creat Buntine. Emberiza c. cirlus L. 
S. A male frequented Richmond Park and Ham Common at the end of 
May and during the first week of June (R.W.H., and others). 


Woop Lark. Lullula a. arborea (L.). 
S. This species was reported from several localities in Surrey in spring, 


and one nest was seen with eggs. It is doubtful whether it bred in 
Richmond Park. 


Rock Pirit. Anthus spinoletta petrosus (Mont.). 

EK. King George V Res., one on 6th March (W.A.W.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on Ist October (G.C.L., E.G:P., BiB.) x=xiy p: 
198). 


BLUE-HEADED WaerTalt. Motacilla f. flava L. 


M. Staines Res., a male seen by C.A.W. on Ist May was probably this 
species. 
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S. Beddington Sewage Farm, good views were obtained of a male on 
various dates from 30th May to 26th June (G.B.). 


Yertow Waerait. Motacilla flava rayi (Bp.). 

K. Elmers End Sewage Farm, one or two pairs bred (G.E.M.). Swans- 
combe, several pairs with young on 27th June (A.C.). 

M. Brent Res., one pair bred (W.D.M.). Passage reported in usual 
numbers from the reservoirs. 

S. About five pairs bred at Barn Elms Res. and two at Lonsdale Road 
(O.H.). Ham Common, a pair apparently with young on 14th July 
(R.E.B.). Other breeding localities as usual. 


Grey Waerait. Motacilla c. cinerea Tunst. 

Kk. Shoreham, one by River Darenth on 26th June (C.L.C.). 

S. Fetcham, one pair nested twice, rearing three young (H.J.B.). 
Mitcham, one pair probably nested, young birds being seen on 19th 
June (G.B.). 


Piep Waatatu. Motacilla alba yarrellu Gould. 

M. Staines Res., migration noted on 21st March (G.C.L.). 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, about 60 on 27th March (P.W.E.C.). 
Thornton Heath, at least 20 roosting in pollarded plane trees in 
front of some flats on the London Road on 2nd September (L.P.). 
Black Pond, Esher Common, 129 were counted on 15th September 
at the roost described in L.B.R., 1936, pp. 28-9; nearly all the birds 
came from the north (W.L.C.). Balham, on 11th February, about 
150 birds were roosting in holly trees in a garden bordering Balham 
High Road (D.S.S., B.B., xxx, p. 319). An article on a roost in 
Richmond Park is printed separately in this report. 


Waite Waetair. Motacilla a. alba L. 

E. Walthamstow Res., a male on 17th April (R.W.P.). 

K. Elmers End Sewage Farm, one on 18th April (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 

M. Staines Res., a male in good plumage was seen at close quarters on 
3lst January (C.W.G.P.), and one on 18th April (W.E.G., B.B., 
xxxi, p. 297). The record on 3lst January is an unusual date, but 
we consider the identification satisfactory (Kd.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one to four birds seen from 19th to 28th April 

(various observers). Lonsdale Road Res., a male on 38rd May 

(G.D.E.). Beddington Sewage Farm, one on 30th March (P.W.R.) 

and four males on 24th April (G.E.M.). 


British Wittow Tirmovuse. Parus atricapillus kleonschmidti Hellm. 
Epping, one near here on 28th November (R.S.R.F., R.C.H.). 
Cuffley, a pair noted in this district on 25th April; marsh tits were 
seen in the same wood (R.S.R.F., and others). 

Uxbridge, two on 20th March (G.C.L.). 

Ashtead Common, one on 16th October (R.C.H.). Limpsfield Com- 
mon, seen on various dates but not in breeding season (several ob- 
servers). 
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GREAT Grey SHRIKE. Lanius e. excubitor L. 

S. On Ist December a single bird was seen by W.E.G. in Richmond 
Park. Subsequently one was also seen on Ham Common (D.A.R.) 
and on Wimbledon Common (R.E.W.). The last date in 1937 was 
12th December on Ham Common. It is uncertain whether all these 
records refer to the same bird. Walton Heath, one on 31st January 


(H.B.). 


Woop WarsteR. Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix (Bechst.). 

E. Walthamstow Res.. one on 25th April (E.T.N.). 

K. Dulwich, one on 3rd May (G.D.E.). 

M. Hampstead, two males on 18th May and 3rd June, and one on 26th 
ur ley CEI e) 

S. Kingswood, five pairs nested (H.B.). Limpsfield, two pairs at least 
on edge of common (R.C.H.). Richmond Park, one pair nested, a 
second pair was seen but did not stay (C.L.C.). Wimbledon Com- 
mon, only one nest found, scarce this year (R.E.W.). Present as 
usual on Arbrook and Esher Commons. 


GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. Locustella n. noevia (Bodd.). 

H. Rickmansworth, one at Stockers Lake on 30th April (R.E.B.). 

M. Harefield, one on 27th May and on 10th July. Ruislip, one from 
Ath May to 16th July (W.R.P.). Springwell, one heard on 30th 
April, (RH. B:): 

S. Bookham, young birds seen on 25th July (H.J.B.). Ashtead and 
Epsom Commons, at least twelve singing males located, probably 
more (R.C.H.). Littleworth Common, three or four heard during 
the summer (R.E.B.). Walton Heath, two heard on 18th April 
(HaE Ss): 


DARTFORD WARBLER. Sylvia undata dartfordiensis Lath. 

S. At locality ‘‘A’’ (Z.B.R., 1936, p. 9) this species is holding its own, 
three males being seen on 18th April. At ‘‘B’’ a male was seen 
from 13th March to 18th June, but there was no female this year. 
At a third locality a pair was seen on 26th October and one on vari- 
ous dates up to 24th December. A male was seen by D.A.R. in 
Richmond Park on 19th December and was still there at the end of 
the year. 


FrextprareE. Turdus pilaris L. 

This species was very scarce in the winter of 1936-7, but appeared in 
usual numbers in November 1937. On the 13th thirty were seen 
flying south-west at Bromley (M.M.H.), while on the 14th about 40 
were seen at Mickleham (P.W.E.C.) and passage westwards was 
noted at Colnbrook and Stanwell (R.C.H., D.A.T.M.). 


MistLtE THrusH. J'urdus v. viscivorus L. 

S. Mickleham, on 2nd October large numbers were feeding on yew ber- 
ries. By the 10th numbers had increased and one flock was esti- 
mated at 250, Towards the end of November large numbers were 
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still present but the birds were more scattered. By the end of 
December only a few remained (P.W.E.C., cf. D.B.R., 1936, p. 9). 
Tadworth, on the 5th September a flock of 48 was passing south 
(H.B.). 


Rine Ovzeu. Turdus t, torquatus L. 
S. Woldingham, one on 3rd October (G.W.C.). 


Buacksirp. Turdus m. merula L. 
M. Ruislip, a roost of from 200-300 birds in Park Wood from beginning 
of October (W.R.P.). 


WuincHat. Sazicola r. rubetra (U..). 

M. Enfield Lock, several pairs resident in this district (A.R.S.). Hare- 
field and Ruislip, at least seven pairs located (W.R.P.). Scratch 
Wood, one pair bred (W.D.M.). Wembley, two pairs bred at Barn 
Hill (R.W.H.). 

S. Richmond Park, two or three pairs bred (various observers). 
Reported on passage in several localities. 


BritisH StonecHAaT. Saxicola torquata hibernans (Hart.). 

EK. Buckhurst Hill, one pair bred in new locality, although district is 
being ‘‘ developed ”’ (W.A.W.). 

M. Bred Harefield, Pinner and Ruislip (W.R.P.), Wembley Park 
(R.W.H.). : 

S. Bred Mitcham Common (2 pairs, W.W.T.), Richmond Park (at least 
3 pairs, C.L.C.). A pair was seen on Ham Common on 14th June 
(D.A.T.M.), and fledged young were being fed on Wimbledon Com- 
mon on 11th July (R.E.W.). Bred on other commons as usual. 


Repstart. Phoenicurus p. phoenicurus (l.). 

H. Cuffiey, several near Great Wood on 25th April (R.S.R.F.). 

M. Noted on passage in spring at Mote Mount (field, 17/4/37), at 
Ruislip (W.R.P.), and Hampstead (K.D.S.), and in autumn at 
Ruislip (W.R.P.). Bred in Bushy Park (J.E.R.). 

S. Banstead, 22nd April (J.EH.R.). Mitcham, 17th April (G.B.). Sheen 
Common, 17th April (E.G.P.). Wimbledon Park, 7th April (R.E.W.). 
At Kingswood, a male was singing on 23rd May and 10th June, but | 
there was no evidence of nesting (H.B.). Richmond Park, status 
unchanged. 


Brack Repstart. Phoenicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis (Gm.). 
M. Hendon, one on 31st October (B.B., xxxi, p. 274). 


NIGHTINGALE. Lauscinia m. megarhyncha Brehm. 
S. Ham Common, a single bird heard between 16th May and 4th June, 
but no evidence of nesting. First record for this locality for several 


years (C.L.C.). 


Martin. Delichon uw. urbica (1..). 
M. Ruislip, nests were built on houses erected the previous winter 
(W.R.P.). W.B. records that, whereas this species was nesting on 
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new houses in Kenton about eight years ago when the district was 
only partially developed, now it no longer breeds there, the district 
being more built-up. He suggests that the making-up of the roads 
and consequent lack of soft mud, and the presence of large numbers 
of Starlings and House Sparrows breeding on the houses may be 
partially responsible. 


Nicursar. Caprimulgus e. europaeus L. 

Epping Forest, reported by several observers between 18th May and 
2nd June. 

Cuffley, seen in breeding season (A.R.S.). 

Bromley Common, one on 25th May (M.M.H.). 

Ruislip district, 13-14 pairs located (W.R.P.). 

Recorded on the following Commons: Arbrook, one on 25th June; 
Esher, nest found on 5th June by R.E.B.; Epsom, two or three 
pairs, nest found by R.E.B. on 6th June; Headley, at least three 
pairs. Richmond Park, one first noted on 24th May only stayed for 
a few days (several observers). 


ee Ai 


Wryneck. Jynz t. torquilla L. 

K. Cudham, one on 28th March (M.M.H.). 

S. Ashtead, heard frequently in spring and summer (J.S.W.). Purley, 
one heard from 12th April to June, and again in early September, 
but no proof of breeding (J.D.R.). Also recorded at Banstead (April 
22), Bookham (May 8), Limpsfield (several dates), Nonsuch Park 
(two on April 24), Richmond Park (April 9), and Tadworth (April 
11). Information on breeding would be welcome in addition to the 
usual dates of arrival! 


LONG-EARED Own. Asio o. otus (L.). 
K. Hayes, one was found on a keeper’s gibbet in July (G.E.M.). 


WHITE-BREASTED BARN Own. Tyto a. alba (Scop.). 

E. Chingford, one on 4th May (F.J.J.). 

H. Essendon, one on 2nd October (J.D.D.). 

’K. Bickley, one calling on 22nd November (M.M.H.). 

M. Bushy Park, one on 8th December (J.E.R.). On 21st September the 
Zoological Gardens received a bird from the E.C.4 district (D.S.S.). 

S. On 19th September a bird was received as above from the S.W.17 
district (D.S.S.). Banstead, bred in a dead oak (J.E.R.). Ashtead, 


seen on several occasions. 


PEREGRINE Fatcon. Falco p. peregrinus Tunst. 
M. Littleton Res., four on 8th July (W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, pp. 297-8). 
Staines Res., one flying south-west on 25th August (C.W.G.P.). 


Hossy. Falco s. subbuteo L. 
H. Hatfield, one on Ist July (H.M.R.K.). 


Common Buzzarp. Buteo b. buteo (L.). 
EK. Chingford, one on 27th March (W.A.W.). 
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M. Westminster, one soaring overhead on 11th June (M. Milne-Watson, 
per E.M.N.). These two records are believed to have been referable 
to this species. 

S. One seen wheeling over Brasted Chart on 20th June (G.E.M.). 


Sparrow Hawk. Accipiter n. nisus (L.). 


K. Hayes, four pairs nested. About 17 on keeper’s gibbet during the 
year (G.E.M.). Fawkham, six on keeper’s gibbet on 138th June 
(A.C.). 

M. Resident in Bushy Park (J.E.R.) and at Ruislip (W.R.P.). 

S. Richmond Park, at least one pair resident, two young seen on 20th 
June (C.L.C.). Wimbledon Common, one on 20th May (H.M.R.K.). 
Headley, nest with three young and two eggs on 19th June (J.S.W.). 
Battersea Park, a female seen to take a sparrow on 29th May (G.H.). 

Other records outside the breeding season are not included. 


Common Heron. Ardea c. cinerea L. 


E. Fifty-one nests were occupied at’ Walthamstow Res. (R.W.P.) and 
17 at Wanstead Park (per W. B. Alexander), as compared with 55 
and 11 respectively in 1936. 

S. Hersham, eight nests occupied, a decrease of six from 1936 (per W. 
B. Alexander). Richmond Park, 49 nests. occupied, all in Spanish 
chestnuts; this is an increase of five over 1936 (C.L.C.). 

The total for these four colonies was thus 125 occupied nests com- 
pared with 124 in 1936. 


Brent Goose. Branta bernicla (? subspecies). 


E. Walthamstow Res., two were definitely identified on 26th June by 
E.M. and R.W.P. Although these birds were very wild, the date 
suggests that they may have been ‘‘ escapes.’’ 


SHetp-Duck. Tadorna tadorna (L.). 

E. King George V Res., two on 28th January (A.R.S.). 

M. Ruislip Res., one on 27th December (W.R.P., C.A.W.). Staines 
Res., seven on 24th April (C.A.W.) and on 4th and eight on 14th 
May (A.H.M., see also B.B., xxxi, p. 298); two on 18th December 
(A.H.M.). One was again seen throughout the year. 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on 29th May (G.C.L.). Brooklands Sewage 
Farm, four on 22nd May (E.M.C.). Molesey Res., a pair on 27th 
March and one on the 4th December (P.W.E.C.). 


GADWELL. Anas strepera L. 

S. Barn Elms Res., up to six seen on.various dates (many observers). 
Lonsdale Road Res., one on 12th and 19th June (O.H.). One to 
three seen on various dates between 6th February and 15th April in 
Beddington district (P.W.E.C., R.S.R.F.). Godstone, a drake on 
9th May (P.M.B.). 

These records do not necessarily refer to wild birds (see D.B.R., 
1986, p. 12). 
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Traut. Anas c. crecca L. 

M. Ruislip Res., a brood on 5th May (G.H.), and on 2nd and 8th July 
(C.A.W.). 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, about 300 on 27th March, about 200 on 
16th October, 79 on 6th and 98 on 13th November, 77 on 4th and 
360 on 18th December (P.W.E.C.). On the latter date there were 
about 215 at Staines Res. (A.H.M.). See separate report on duck 
census. 


GARGANEY. Anas querquedula L. 

S. Barn Elms Res., two from 31st July to 4th August (E.G.P.). Brook- 
lands sewage farm, two on 15th (D.A.T.M.) and one on 22nd August 
(R.S-R.F.). 


Pintatt. Anas a. acuta L. 

E. King George V Res., four on 6th and five on 18th February 
(W.A.W.). 

M. Littleton Res., a male and a female on 30th April (W.E.G., B.B., 
XK REL IO) 

S. Richmond Park, a drake on the Penn Ponds from 14th to 18th April 
(R.E.B., E.G.P., and others); a drake and five ducks, all very wild, 
on 5th November (W.L.C.). 2 


SHovELER. Spatula clypeata (L.). 

E. Hainault, a duck on 28th November (J.H.G.P.). Sewardstone, two 
on Ist May and one on 21st August (W.A.W.). 

H. Elstree Res., a pair on 6th February (J.D.D.). 

M. Littleton Res., 30-40 on 30th September (W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, p. 
298). Staines Res., maximum winter 1936-7 was 30 on 7th March 
(G.C.L.), 23 still present on 17th April (C.A.W.), and last seen on 
6th June (G.C.L.). Numbers were high in early October, 30 on the 
7th (G.D.E.) and again in mid-December, there being about 35 on 
the 18th (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 29th November (E.G.P.). Beddington, a 
drake was seen on one or other of the ponds from 20th April 
(P.W.R.). to 30th May (G.B.), and a duck also was seen on 23rd 
April (R.S.R.F.). Brooklands sewage farm, a pair on 6th April 
(E.G.P.) and two on 5th June (E.M.C.). Island Barn Res., Mole- 
sey, a pair on 27th March, and twenty (13 ¢ 7 2) on 16th October 
rising to 88 (51 ¢ 37 2) on 6th November. By the 13th only five 
remained and on 18th December there were none (P.W.E.C.). <A 
flock of the size seen on 6th November is very exceptional in the 
London area. 


Common PocHarp. WNyroca f. ferina (I..). 

There is nothing exceptional to record regarding this species, there 
being no evidence of breeding in 1937 nor were any unusually large 
flocks reported. Numbers on 18th December will be found in the 
report on the census on that date. 
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TurteD Duck. Nyroca fuligula (L.). 

B. Colnbrook, two pairs on Boyer’s Pits during the breeding season 
(C.E.L.). 

EK. Hackney, two pairs bred in Victoria Park (J.H.G.P.). Waltham- 
stow Res., three broods seen on 7th July (W.A.W.). Wanstead, one 
pair bred on Kagle Pond (A.B.H.). 

Kk. Swanscombe, five on a flooded clay-reserve (A.C.). 

M. Hampton Court, one pair bred for the first time (J.E.R.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a duck and six young on 19th August (C.A.W.). 
Beddington, at least four pairs bred (P.W.R.). Molesey Res., three 
females with broods and one on nest with ten eggs on 38rd July 
(P.A.D.H.). About 615 on 2nd (P.A.D.H.) and 748 (5383 ¢ 215 @) 
on 30th October rising to a maximum of 864 (654 ¢ 210 2) on 18th 
November. A week previously there had been 618 (413 ¢ 205 @) 
so that the increase consisted almost entirely of drakes (P.W.E.C.). 
Richmond Park, six or seven pairs nested (C.L.C.). 


Scaup-Duck. Nyroca m. marila (L.). 

M. Hampton Res., two immature birds on 18th December (H.H.G.). 
Kensington Gardens, a duck on the Round Pond on 22nd March 
(G.C.L.). Staines Res., two on 10th (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and one on 
17th January (R.E.B., R.C.H., D.A.T.M.), a female on 10th Feb- 
ruary (R.H.B.), one on 7th (G.C:L.), three to four from 12th to 28th 
March (H.H.G., W.E.G., G.C.L.) and one until 4th April (A.H.M.); 
a female from 16th October (A.H.M., D.A.T.M.) to the end of the 
year (various observers), and also two males on 28th November 
(G.C.L.). See also B.B., xxxi, p. 298. 

S. Barn Elms Res., a female on 6th February and a drake on 13th 
March (G.C.L.). 


GoLDENEYE. Bucephala c. clangula (L.). 

_E. Lea Valley, from one to four recorded at King Georee V and Walk- 
hamstow Res., on several occasions. A male stayed on Lockwood 
until 8th May (E.T.N., H.A.P.). 

H. Rickmansworth, a young male on Stockers Lake on 11th December 
(G.K.McC.). 

M. Staines Res., maximum 15 on 21st February (G.C.L.). 

S. Island Barn Res., one to four from 13th November onwards 
(D.A.T.M., P.W.E.C.). Molesey Res., seven males on 2nd Febru- 
ary, seven males and three females on 27th March, one on 6th 
November rising to eleven (2 ¢ 9 @) on 4th and 18th December 
(P.W.E.C.). Mitcham junction gravel-pits, an immature male 
from 30th January (R.S.R.F.) to 7th March (R.C.H.). 


Lone-TAILED Duck. Clangula hyemalis (L.). 

M. Staines Res., one until 6th April; one on 25th, two on 26th, and 
three on 28th September, and one to three reported from then to 
the end of the year (G.C.L., A.H.M., and others; see also B.B., 
XxxI, Pp. 298). 
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Common Scoter. Oidemia n. nigra (L.). 

M. Ruislip Res., a pair on 17th April after a westerly gale (G.H.). 
Staines Res., one on 29th March (G.C.L.), a male on 10th May 
(A.H.M.), seven on 18th July (A.H.M., D.A.T.M., see also W.E.G., 
B.B., xxxi, p. 298), eight immature on 7th and seven on 8th Novem- 
ber (G.C.L., A-H.M., W.E.G-, op. cit.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a duck on 3rd and 27th July (E.G.P.). Bedding- 
ton sewage farm, a duck on 4th and 5th April (G.B., P.W.R.). 


VELVET-ScoTER. Oltdemia f. fusca (L.). 
M. Staines Res., a duck on 18th April (W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, p. 298). 


GoosANDER. Mergus m. merganser L. 

B. Langley Park Lake, eleven red-headed birds on 10th January. 
Rowley Pond, four flying over on same date (O.H.). 

E. Connaught Water, one on 3lst January (W.A.W.) and four on 18th 
and 19th February (F.J.J.). King George V Res., from one to six 
on various dates up to 3rd April, and one to four in December 
(A.R.S., W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., seven to eight from 9th to 
16th (E.M., H.A.P., W.A.W.), 17 on 24th January, and 18 on 6th 
Nebruarny, (HeAGPR?)- 

M. Littleton Res., six on 29th March. Sunbury, seven on 7th March 
(P.A.D.H.). Staines Res., about 40-60 up to 13th February, except 
on the 6th, when C.A.W. counted 150 close to the causeway in the 
late afternoon; on 14th February there were 84 (C.A.W.), and on 
23rd February and 7th March there were 87, falling to six on 18th 
April after which none until 30th May when a single bird was seen 
(G.C.L., A.H.M.); two on 12th November (A.H.M.) rising slowly 
to 27 on 4th December (C.A.W.) followed by a sharp rise to 88 on 
15th and 129 on 18th (A.H.M.) and on 25th December (C.A.W.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on various dates up to 13th March, but two 
on 3lst January, and one again on 5th June (G.C.L.). Island Barn 
Res., 39 on 27th March (P.W.E.C.), 15 on 20th November 
(D.A.T.M.), falling to two on 18th December (P.W.E.C.). Molesey 
Res., 36 on 11th January and 42 on 6th February (P.A.D.H.), 8 
on 27th March, 6 on 27th November, 27 on 4th and 101 on 18th 
December (P.W.E.C.). 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator L. 

M. Staines Res., one from 3lst January to 16th February (A.H.M., and 
others, see also B.B., xxx, p. 328). Sunbury Res., one on 4th 
Mareh (PACD 6 bse sparane). 


SmMew. Mergus albellus L. 

E. Walthamstow Res., 14 on 9th January, last seen 13th March 
(W.A.W., and others); three on 18th December (E.T.N.). 

M. Hampton Res., 16 on 13th February and 6 on &th December 
(PRAGD EE). Stoke Newington Res., 9 red-headed birds on 18th 
December (R.S.R.F.). 
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Barn Elms Res., one to five up to 23rd March (various observers). 
Lonsdale Road, maximum 14 on 26th February (A.H.M.), last seen 
15th March when there were 10 (J.H.G.P.). Island Barn Res., 
two on 20th November (D.A.T.M.). Molesey Res., 40 on 10th 
January (P.A.D.H.), two on 19th (W.EH.G.) and four on 27th 
November, 10 on 4th and 32, including ten adult drakes, on 18th 
December (P.W.E.C.). 


SuHac. Phalacrocorax a. aristotelis (L.). 


ET 


M. 


One ringed on the Bass Rock on 4th July 1936 was recovered at 
Rickmansworth on 12th December 1936 (B.B., xxx, p. 309). 

Bow Street, one was received at the Zoological Gardens on 13th 
February from this district (D.S.S.). Hampton Res., one on 21st 
and 23rd February (P.A.D.H., B.B., xxx, p. 374). Serpentine, one 
on 17th February (W. B. Alexander, op. cit.), and on 17th Decem- 
Dern ChaGaier bebe xxx, . 310). 


M./S. R. Thames, one by Hammersmith Bridge on 14th February 


(C.W.G.P.). Mortlake, three on 24th March (W.E.G., B.B., xxx, 
pp. 373-4). One to three birds were seen on many dates from 7th 
April to 28th June at Barnes Railway Bridge (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
H.G.P., see also B.B., xxxi, p. 28). 

Balham, one was received at the Zoological Gardens on 15th Febru- 
ary from this district (D.S.S.). Molesey Res., one was caught and 
ringed on 23rd January (P.A.D.H.). 


In view of the number of records of Grebes and Divers which 


have appeared in British Birds the references have not been given 


separately, but can be found in vol. 30, pp. 323-4 and 372-4. 


GREAT-CRESTED GREBE. Podiceps c. cristatus (L). 


B. 
K. 


H. 


Colnbrook, two pairs on Boyer’s Pits but no young seen (C.E.L.). 
Eagle Pond, Wanstead, one pair reared three young (S.A., 
J.H.G.P.). Sewardstone gravel pit, three pairs bred (P.H.J.). 

Northam, a pair on Nyn Park lake on 10th April (R.S.R.F.). 
Hamper Mill, six nests seen; on 8th August there were 15 young 
birds (G.H.). Rickmansworth, two half-grown young and also an 


‘adult on nest at Stockers Lake on 20th July (R.E.B.). 
. Elstree Res., one pair bred (H.M.R.K.). Ruishp Res., several 


pairs in breeding season, but only two nests seen and no young 
reared (W.R.P., C.A.W.). Staines Res., maximum up to end of 
May was 35, increasing steadily to 260 on 5th September, then fall- 
ing to 165 on 28th September, and numbers varying between 75 and 
this figure to the end of the year (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

Barn Elms Res., maximum 60 on 10th October (A.H.M.). Bedding- 
ton, four pairs in breeding season (L.P., P.W.R.). Gatton Park 
Lake, three on 3rd June (H.B.). Island Barn Res., maximum 35 
on 30th October (P.W.E.C.). Mitcham Junction gravel-pit, a nest 
with 3 or 4 eggs on 17th April was subsequently robbed (R.S.R.F.), 
but adults were feeding young on 25th July (G.B.). Molesey Res., 
maximum 257 on 13th November (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, two 
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pairs nested (C.L.C.). Wimbledon Park, two pairs, one with nest, 
on 9th May (O.H.). 


SLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus (L.). 

E. Walthamstow Res., two on 13th February (H.A.P.) and 6th and 
one on 20th March (E.T.N.). King George V Res., one on 10th 
February, and one in summer plumage on 16th April (A.R.S.); 
one on 13th November (W.A.W.). 

M. Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, one on lst (G.C.L., E.G.P.) 
was last seen on 6th February by many observers. Sunbury Res., 
one on 2\st February (P.A.D.H.). 

S. Mitcham Junction gravel-pits, two were first seen on 3lst January 
(L.P.), on the 6th February there were four (P.W.E.C.), and this 
number was last seen by E.H.G. on 4th March; on the 7th there 
were two, one remaining until 26th March. These birds were seen 
by many observers. 


RED-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps g. griseigena (Bodd.). 

E. Walthamstow Res., one from 2nd January to 20th February 
(R.W.P., E.T.N., H.A.P., and others), two on 6th March (H.A.P.) 
and on 18th December (R.W.P.). King George V Res., one on 6th 
and two on 13th February and 6th March (W.A.W.). 

M. Kensington Gardens, one on Round Pond from 3lst January to 
10th February (G.C.L., and others). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one first seen on 31st. January (G.C.L.) remained 
until 13th February. Wimbledon Park Lake, one on 10th March 
(E.H.G.). : 


BLACK-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps n. nigricollis Brehm. 

EK. King George V Res., one on 8th and 22nd March, and on 8th 
November (A.R.S.). With regard to the record of nigricollis on 
8th November and to that of auritus on the 13th in view of the 
closeness of the dates it should be stated that satisfactory descrip- 
tions have been received in each case (Ed.). Walthamstow Res., one 
from 2nd January to 14th February (E.M., E.T.N., H.A.P., 
W.A.W.) and on 28th November (K.T.N.). 

M. Littleton Res., one on 19th and 29th January (W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, 
p. 300). Ruislip Res., one from 6th to 20th February (G.H., 
W.R.P.). Staines Res., one from 3lst January to llth April 
(A.H.M., and others); on 14th February there were two present 
(J.E.R.). One from 2nd to 21st November (G.C.L., A.H.M., and 
‘others. See also op. cit.). 

S. Barn Klms Res., one on 16th December was gone the next day 
(K.G.P.). 


GREAT NortTHERN Diver. Colymbus immer Briinn. 

EK. Walthamstow Res., one on 23rd January (K.H.G.) and from 6th 
to 20th February (E.T.N., H.A.P., and others). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one first seen on 15th December 1936 (Z.B.R., 
1936, p. 16) remained until the 28th February (many observers). 
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BLACK-THROATED Diver. Colymbus a. arcticus L. 

E. Walthamstow Res., one from 6th to 20th February (K.T.N., H.A.P., 
and others). This bird and the Great Northern Diver mentioned 
above were seen swimming together on several occasions. 

M. Hampton Res., one on 12th March (P.A.D.H.). Staines Res., one 
on 3lst January (R.S.R.F., A.H.M.) and on 14th February 
(A.H.M.). 

S. Many notes relating to this species have been received from Lons- 
dale Road Res. and the River Thames, and it is difficult to say 
positively how many birds were seen. There was one at Barn Elms 
on 3lst January and 6th February (G.C.L.), at Lonsdale Road on 
various dates from Ist February (A.H.M.) up to 24th March, and 
on the Thames from 6th February to 5th June by which time G.C.L. 
records that it was in full summer plumage. While doubtless the 
bird(s) moved at times from one locality to the other, it is certain 
from the detailed notes that there were at least two of this species. 
Molesey Res., two from 2nd to 21st February (P.A.D.H.). 


ReED-THROATED Diver. Colymbus stellatus Pontopp. 

EK. King George V. Res., one on 20th December (A.R.S.). Sewardstone 
gravel-pit, one in winter plumage on 9th May (W.A.W.). Waltham- 
stow Res., one seen on 2nd and 38rd was found shot on 24th Janu- 
ary (H.T.N., H.A.P., see also U.B.R., 1936, p. 16). 

M. Littleton Res., a dead bird was found on Ist February (W.E.G.). 


Stock Dove. Columba aenas I. 

M. Staines, large numbers frequented the site of the new reservoir. in 
autumn, the flock being estimated at about 300 on 10th October 
(R.C.H.). 


SToNE Curtew. Burhinus oe. oedicnemus (L.). 

S. For the third year in succession one.was seen in Richmond Park in 
April, on this occasion by F.R.M. on the 11th. Roehampton, one 
flew over calling at 11 p.m. on 9th April (J.E.R.). 


‘OystTER-caTcHER. HHaematopus ostralegus occidentalis Neumann. 
M. Staines Res., one on 26th (K.H.G.) and 27th February (A.H.M.). 


Rineep Prover. Charadrius h. hiaticula L. : 

M. Brent Res., seen on various dates from 19th August to 5th Septem- 
ber, maximum six on 29th August (W.D.M.). Staines Res., one on 
5th and 18th (A.H.M.), five on 29th August (G.C.L.), and four on 
2nd September (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., 9 on 12th July (W.R.P.) and one on 5th August 
(C.A.W.). Beddington Sewage Farm, three on 16th and 19th 
August (P.W.R.). Brooklands Sewage Farm, about 12 on 9th 
(.G.P.) and four on 22nd May (E.M.C.); one to two on various 
dates from 15th August to 4th September (R.C.H., R.S.R.F., 
D.A.T.M., C.A.W.) and 5 on 11th September (C.A.W.). Island 
Barn Sewage Farm, two on 27th March (P.W.E.C.). 
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GoLDEN Prover. Charadrius apricarius (? subspecies). 

E. North Weald aerodrome, 17 on 28th November (R.C.H., R.S.R.F.). 
Sewardstone, a large party on 17th January and 20 on 6th Novem- 
ber (W.A.W.). Stanford Rivers, about 80 on 27th March 
(R.McK.S.), 

H. Hatfield aerodrome, 25 on 29th October (R.McK.S.). Shenley, a 
flock of over 500 on 3rd January (J.D.D.). Waltham Marsh, a flock 
on 9th January, three on 6th March and seen from 13th November 
onwards (A.R.S.). 

M. Northolt aerodrome, 60-70 on 9th March (R.Mck.S.). Staimes Moor, 
about 150 on 10th February (G.W.C.) and on 13th March (R.C.H., 
D.A.T.M.) and 70-80 on 20th March (D.A.T.M.). Staines Res., 15 
flew over on 28th February (G.C.L., see also B.B., xxxi, p. 300), 
two on 20th May and one on 3rd October (A.H.M.). 

S. Beddington sewage tarm, eight on 10th (H.B., L.P.) and one on 
17th January, and two on 18th December (L.P.). 


TURNSTONE. Arenaria t. interpres (L.). 
M. Brent Res., two on 8th August (W.D.M.). 
S. Barn Elms Res., one on 4th May (R. C. B. Ledlie, B.B., xxx, p. 28). 


Rurr. Philomachus pugnaz (L.). 

M. Brent Res., one from 29th September to 29th October (W.E.G., 
[bys] Bo5, SSO {D4 34,0) 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 27th March and 6th April (E.G.P.), 
one on 18th July (R.C.H.), 15th August (D.A.T.M.) and 2nd Octo- 
ber, (H.:G:P., C.A.W?). Island Barn sewage farm, two on 16th 
October (P.W.E.C.). 


Dunun. Calidris alpina (? subspecies). 

EK. King George V Res., one on 24th April (W.A.W.). 

K. Swanscombe marshes, one on 4th December (A.C.). 

M. Brent Res., four on 19th August (R.C.H., W.D.M.). Staines Res., 
one flew over on 23rd May (G.C.L.), one on 17th and 20th July, five 
on 24th August (A.H.M.) and one on 16th October (D.A.T.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 10th April (D.A.T.M.), on 17th (A.H.M.) 
and 27th July (E.G.P.), three on 2nd September (G.B., E.G.P.), 
and one on 6th October (G.B.). Beddington sewage farm, one on 
16th August (P.W.R.). Brooklands sewage farm, three on 27th 
March and about 30 on 30th May (E.G.P.), two on 11th but none 
on 18th July (R.C.H.), two on 15th (D.A.T.M.), 21st and 22nd 
August (R.S.R.F., R.C.H.), eight on 11th September (C.A.W.). 
Island Barn sewage farm, one on 27th March (P.W.E.C.). 


Woopn-SanppIrer. Tringa glareola L. 
S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 15th August (D.A.T.M.). 


GREEN SANDPIPER. T'ringa ochropus L. 
B. One heard south of Thorney on 14th November (R.C.H.). 
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E. Abridge, one on 3lst January (R.McK.S.). Chigwell, one to three 
from 18th October 1936 (£.B.R., 1936, p. 18) seen regularly up to 
4th April, and one from 24th October to the end of the year 
(R.McK.S., W.A.W.). Sewardstone, one on 24th April and 30th 
October (W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., one on Ist and 27th March, 
and on 3rd (H.A.P.) and 17th April (R.W.P.); one to three seen on 
various dates from 28th August to the end of the year (H.T.N., 
A.R.S.). 

H. Hamper Mill, two on 8th and four or five on 22nd August (G.H.). 
Watford sewage farm, one on 21st August (W.D.M.). 

M. Ruishp Res., three on 31st July, and one on 11th and 18th August 
(W.R.P.). Staines Res., two on 17th October (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 4th August (W.R.P.). Beddington and 
Mitcham, one on 20th (G.B.) and 21st March (W.W.T.), 10th April 
(L.P.) and 19th August (P.W.R.). Brooklands sewage farm, one 
on 18th (R.C.H.) and 25th July, 15th and 28th August (D.A.T.M.) 
and 4th September (C.A.W.). Oxted, one on 8th August (G.W.C.). 


Spottep RepsHank. Tringa erythropus (Pall.). 


S. Brooklands sewage farm, two in summer plumage on 8th May 
(E.M.C.). 


GREENSHANK. T'ringa nebularia (Gunn.). 

KK. King George V Res., one on 31st July. Sewardstone, one on 21st 
August (W.A.W.). 

H. Watford sewage farm, three on 3lst July (W.D.M.). ! 

M. Staines Res., one flew over on 16th May (W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, p. 
300), one on 12th and 19th September. Staines Moor, one on 12th 
September (G.C.L., W.E.G., op. cit.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 2lst (R.C.H.), three on 22nd 
(R.S.R.F.), five on 25th (R.C.H.) and seven on 28th August (L.P., 
C.A.W.) and 4th September (R.C.H., C.A.W.), one on 17th, 19th 
(E.G.P.), 2ist and 23rd September (C.A.W.). Richmond’ Park, 
four flew over calling on Ist August (M.H.B.). 


BLACK-TAILED Gopwit. Limosa |. limosa (L.). 
M. Brent Res., one on 18th and 20th September (W.D.M.). 
S. Brooklands sewage farm, four on 15th August (D.A.T.M.). 


Common CurnLEw. Numentius a. arquata (L.). 


EK. King George V Res., one flew over on 6th April (F.J.J.). 

K. Bickley, heard flying over at midnight on 23rd June (M.M.H.). 

M. Crouch End, flying over at 9.30 p.m. on 30th July (R.McK:S.). 
Littleton Res., one on 23rd April and three on 16th July (W.E.G., 
B.B., xxxi, p. 300). Staines Res., one on 4th (G.C.L., A.H.M.) 
and two on 18th July (A.H.M., D.A.T.M., see also op. cit.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., three flying over on 24th September (E.G.P.). 
Cheam, one flying over at 11.10 p.m. on 23rd June (P.W.E.C.). 
Fetcham, one flying north on 11th April (H.J.B.). Tadworth, one 
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flying west on 29th June. Walton Heath, two going north on 18th 
April (H.B.). Worcester Park, heard at midnight, 27th July 
(RWB: 


WHIMBREL. Numenius p. phoeopus (L.). 
S. Beddington sewage farm, one on 9th September (P.W.R.). 


Jack SnireE. Lymnocryptes minimus (Brinn.). 

E. Abridge, one on 31st January (R.McK.S.). Chigwell sewage farm, 
one to four up to 4th April, one on 17th October and on 12th and 
26th December (R.McK.S., W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., one on 
18th December (J.H.G.P.). 

K. Elmers End sewage farm, one to three from end of January to 14th 
March; three on 14th November and one or two during December 
(G.E.M.). 

M. Ruislip Res., one on 12th March (W.R.P.), and first autumn bird 
on 18th September, an early date (G.H.). Staines Moor, two on 
26th September (G.C.L.), one on 10th (R.C.H.), three on 17th Octo- 
ber (A.H.M.), and one on 5th December (D.A.T.M.). 

S. Beddington sewage farm, ten on 20th March (P.W.R.) and five on 
10th April (G.E.M.). Brooklands sewage farm, one on 27th Novem- 
ber (E.G.P.). Cuddington, one flushed from a rough field on 2nd 
October. (P.: W.E.C.). Epsom Common, one flushed from short 
bracken on 16th October (R.C.H.). Walton Heath, one on 11th 
April (P.W.E.C.). 


Woopcock. Scolopax r. rusticola L. 


E. Epping Forest, one on 21st March (R.E.B.), on 2nd (F.J.J.) and 
14th November (R.W.R.), and on 10th December (F.J.J.). 

K. Hayes, one shot on 2nd January and three on 24th February 
(G.E.M.). Keston, on 27th December (G.D.E.). 

M. Bushy Park, seen up to 4th May (J.E.R.). 

S. Epsom, one reported shot by a keeper on 20th November (R.C.H.). 
Mickleham, one on 14th November (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, 
present throughout winter months; three were found dead in March 
in fresh condition, cause of death being unknown (C.L.C.),. 


Buack Tern. _Chlidonias n. niger (L.). 


K. King George V Res., one mobbed by Sand-Martins on 3lst July. 
Sewardstone, two on 9th May (W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., two 
immature birds on 19th September (O.H.). 

H. Cheshunt Marsh lake, one on 3rd May (A.R.S.). 

M. Littleton Res., three on 25th April and one on 21st May (W.E.G., 
B.B., xxxi, p. 300). Ruislip Res., three on 7th August (W.R.P.). 
Staines Res., three on 25th April, one on 2nd May, 5th August, 
and 2nd September (A.H.M.) and two on 26th (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 
See also W.E.G., op. cit. 

S. Mitcham junction gravel-pit, eight on 26th April (Dr G. W. Lloyd, 
Field, 22/5/37). 
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SanpwicH Tern. Sterna s. sandvicensis Lath. 

E. Sewardstone, four on 9th May (W.A.W.). 

M. R. Thames, Limehouse, three off Dundee Wharf on 11th September 
(C.W.G.P.). Staines Res., one on 29th August (G.C.L.), two on 
8th, one on 9th (A.H.M.) and one on 10th October (G.C.L., A.H.M., 
D.A.T.M.). 

M./S. Hammersmith, two on 5th October (E.G.P., see also B.B., xxxi, 
p. 198). 


Common Tern. Sterna h. hirundo L. 

EK. King George V Res., two seen on 11th and one found dead on 25th 
September (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 14th May, and 20th August (A.H.M.), and 11th 
September (D.A.T.M.), three on 12th September (G.C.L.), one on 
9th and two on 10th October (A.H.M.). 

S. Brooklands sewage farm, one on 17th April (R.S.R.F., C.W.G.P.). 


Arctic TERN. Sterna macrura Naumann. 
M. Staines Res., one on 10th October (R.C.H., G.C.L., D.A.T.M., see 
also W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, p. 300). 


Lirrte Tern. Sterna a. albifrons Pall. 
M. Littleton Res., one on 21st May (W.E.G., op. cit.). 


Littte Guuy. Larus minutus Pall. 

M. Littleton Res., one on 29th January and on Ist February (W.E.G., 
Ope Ul.) 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on Ist November (E.G.P., see also B.B., xxx, 
Ds 328): 


ScANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GuLL. Larus f. fuscus L. 

M. Kensington Gardens, one on Round Pond on 5th and 15th March 
(G.C.IL.). River Thames, Hammersmith, several on 21st and 25th 
August, seven on 6th October (A.H.M.), one on 23rd (W.R.P.) and 
25th November. Staines Res., one on 28th July and two on 8th 
August (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on 20th and twelve on 23rd August, 13 on 
22nd September (W.R.P.). Richmond Park, one on 13th March 
(G.C.L.). 


Great BLACK-BACKED GuLL. Larus marinus L. 

M. Brent Res., two on 30th September (J.D.D.). Hampton Res., two 
on 2nd March (P.A.D.H.). R. Thames, Chiswick, one on 30th 
December (W.R.P.). Hammersmith, three on 24th December 
(A.H.M.), Ruislip Res., one on 6th March (G.M.). Staines Res., 
two on 21st March (G.C.L., W.E.G., B.B., xxxi, p. 301), and an 
adult on 7th November (W.E.G., op. cit.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., and R. Thames, one to three on various dates in 
January, February, November, and December (several observers). 
During March one or two were seen at Lonsdale Road (W.R.P.). 
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Kew Gardens, one on 29th December (W.R.P.). Molesey Res., 


two on 16th and one on 24th January, and three on 6th February 
(PLAS DE). 


Kittiwake. Lissa t. tridactyla (L.). 


M. Staines Moor, one found dead on 21st February (G.C.L.). Staines 
Res., one on 7th (G.C.L., D.A.T.M.) and on 28th February (G.C.L., 
see also W.E.G., B.B., xxx, p. 374). 

S. Richmond Park, an immature bird on 28th February (D.A.R.). 


LoNG-TAILED Sxua. Stercorarius longicaudus Vieill. 


H. A female was picked up dead at Easneye, near Ware, at the end of 
September, and was identified at the Natural History Museum (R. 
Buxton, Field, 4/12/37). It is uncertain whether the actual locality 
is inside or outside the Society’s area, Easneye being near the 
boundary. 


BritisH Razorsity. Alcea torda britannica Ticehurst. 


EK. King George V Res., one found dead on 6th February (W.A.W.). 
Knighton Wood, one is reported in B.B., xxxi, p. 275, to have been 
seen on the lake in this wood by Mr F. C. Bromley on 18th Septem- 
ber. As the lake is a small one surrounded by trees it is unfortunate 
that further particulars are not available. 


SouTHERN Purrin. Fratercula arctica graboe (Brehm). 

K. One was received at the Zoological Gardens on 2nd December from 
Erith (D.S.S.). 

M. One was received at the Zoological Gardens from the Thames Em- 
bankment on 21st November (D.S.S.). 


Lanp Rat. Crex crex (L.). 
H. Hamper Mill, one on 22nd August (G.H.). 


Warer-Ratw. Rallus a. aquaticus if 


EK. Chigwell Sewage Farm, one on 38rd January and on 12th and 26th 
December (R.McK.S.). Walthamstow Res., one on 17th April 
(REW..B>s)- 

M. Houses of Parliament, one was found in a coal-bunker in December 
1936" (BeBe asxx, yp SES): 

S. Beddington, one on 8th January (W.W.T.) and on 21st March (L.P.). 
Mitcham, two at Watermeads on 20th March, and at the gravel-pits 
one on 16th October and 7th November and two on 11th December 


(GeB»): 


RED-LEGGED PartrripGE. Alectoris r. rufa (L.). 

EK. Upshire, two on 28th January (F.J.J.). 

H. Bayford, three on 2nd February. Waltham Abbey, seven at Galley 
Hill on 4th September and 18th December (A.R.S.). 

K. Hayes, one, and possibly three, pairs nested (G.E.M.). 
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M. Enfield Lock, two on Ist May (A.R.S.). Staines, two pairs in fields 
east of reservoir on 30th May (G.C.L.). 
S. Selsdon, one on 16th June (G.E.M.). 





ERRATUM. 
Brack REpDsTART. 
L.B.R., 1936, p. 10. Littleton Res., a female on 6th November should 
be 6th November 1935. South Kensington, a female on 9th May 
should be on 19th May. 


Special Species for 1937. 


The reports on the special species for 1937 are based on the Society’s 
records and the publications listed on page 22 of the London Bird Report 
for 19386. To No. 18 should be added the 19386 edition of the South- 
Eastern Bird Report. References to counties refer only to those parts 
which lie within our area (see map in 19386 Report). 





Magaptr. Pica p. pica L. 

The Magpie is resident in the rural parts of the London area, and 
is hardly ever seen in partly or wholly built-up districts. It favours 
wooded country, parklands and well-timbered commons and downland. 
Presence of trees and absence of man seem to be the controlling factors 
of Magpie population. 

Magpies have been reported occasionally from the Central Parks 
and from Richmond Park, are resident in Ken Wood, and breed in 
Bushy Park. The only other recent record from suburban London 
appears to be of one seen feeding on monkey-nuts in a garden at Black- 
heath on April 4, 19387. Since Magpies sometimes escape from captivity, 
it is always difficult to say whether birds seen in Inner London are 
really wild. It seems likely that most of those which turn up in the 
Central Parks are escaped birds, and it is possible that one or both of 
the pair resident in Ken Wood were also escapes. 

Records from the Essex and Kent parts of the area are few, prob- 
ably owing to lack of observers, but the following seems to be the present 
inner limit of the Magpie’s distribution round London: Woodford 
Bridge, Buckhurst Hill, Epping Forest, Theobalds Park, Mill Hill, 
Edgwarebury, Ruislip, West Drayton, Feltham, Bushy Park, Richmond 
Park, Malden, Sutton, Carshalton, Selsdon, Addington. 

Within this ring it is doubtful if more than a very few pairs now 
breed, but along and outside it Magpies appear to occur and breed 
fairly frequently in suitable places. The Magpie is such a noticeable 
bird that the presence of one or two pairs in a district, frequently seen, 
may easily give the impression that it is common, and this probably 
accounts for some of the conflicting statements that have been made 
about its status in various parts of the area. Around North Weald and 
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Epping Upland, where about eight were seen on a ten-mile walk in 
November 1937, it is probably as common as anywhere in the area. 

Glegg, in Birds of Middlesex, considered that in 1934 the Magpie 
was common in Middlesex south of the Grand Junction Canal, and un- 
common and local north of it. The favourable factors in South 
Middlesex, where at least thirty pairs nested in 1931, were the orchards 
between Hounslow and Staines and the high hedges near the Thames 
at Shepperton. Even in the south Magpies probably did not nest east 
of the R. Crane in 1934. 


One factor in favour of the Magpie round London is the decrease 
of game-preserving, especially pheasant-rearing, but as _ housing 
development is gradually pushing it further out, these two factors 
probably just cancel each other out as far as the total population is 
concerned. 

Flocks of Magpies larger than five or six are very rarely observed 
round London, and one of ten at Harefield in 1926-7 seems to be the 
largest on record. 

R. S. R. F. 
Rep-BacKED SHRIKE. Lantus c. collurio L. 


Information on the breeding of this species north of the Thames is 
too scanty for a summary to be of much value. It continues to hold 
its own on the open spaces in Epping Forest, two or three pairs breed- 
ing on Fairmead in 1937. Records from the Lea Valley and east of the 
forest are few, but breeding has been noted in several widely separated 
localities, and it seems probable that it is well distributed in small 
numbers. 

Breeding records from the Hertfordshire portion of the area are 
few and far between, but again this is almost certainly due to a lack 
of observation. Definite localities within the last few years include: 
Broxbourne, Bushey, Cheshunt, Chorleywood, Park Street, Rickmans- 
worth, Totteridge and Watford. 

Information for Middlesex is a little more satisfactory. Eleven 
pairs were located in 1937 in an area of roughly 10 square miles lying 
between Harefield, Northwood, Ruislip and Denham. Other breeding 
records show that while the species tends to recede before the advance 
of the builder, it persists wherever open country remains. 


The species breeds on practically all the Surrey commons and along 
the North Downs, records of nesting being too numerous to specify. 
Most of the nests are in hawthorns, and wherever isolated bushes occur 
on commonland, a few pairs are usually present. Five pairs bred in 
1937 on or near Mitcham Common, and sixteen young were reared. 
Other localities near London are Ham Common and Wimbledon 
Common. 

Nesting in Kent has been reported from Biggin Hill, Hayes and 
Beckenham, while the species was seen at Eynsford in June. At Fawk- 
ham one was shot by a keeper as vermin. 


The only conclusion to be drawn from this information is that the 
species is fairly well distributed throughout the area in the breeding 
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season. There is little evidence of passage migration with the exception 
of a ‘‘rush’’ of about twenty-four at Sutton on 20th May 1933. 


Re-€.2 He 
Coot. Fulica a. atra L. 


This species is common throughout the area wherever there are 
sheets of water of sufficient size. It breeds freely on lakes and gravel- 
pits, but is not common on running water. There would appear to be 
heavy mortality among the young, although adequate information is 
lacking on this point. In two localities it is believed to suffer persecu- 
tion from water-cress growers. It is worth noting that at Elstree 
reservoir a small flock of non-breeding birds has been observed to stay 
throughout the summer, and more data on this subject would be 
valuable. 

Considerable interest attaches to the migrations of the Coot, for in 
the autumn large flocks appear on many waters, and there is no doubt 
that their numbers are far greater than that of the local breeding 
population. Immigration starts as early as July, and may continue 
steadily up to December. In some cases the peak is reached in October, 
this being specially noticeable in some of the series of counts from Barn 
Elms, Fetcham and Molesey. 


In 1931, for example, increase was first noted at Molesey on 5th 
July, when there were 26 birds. By 17th August the number was 157, 
on the 18th October it was 338, and on the 24th it was 376, after which 
numbers fell steadily and by the 12th December they were down to 133. 
At Fetcham in 1937 the influx began at the end of September, and six 
counts in October gave an average of 76.16, whereas eleven counts in 
November averaged 67.6. Although there is evidently a tendency 
towards a decline in numbers during October, this is by no means 
always the case, and the maximum number recorded on the Penn Ponds 
is 203 on 26th February 1933. At this locality, where Coots are 
normally plentiful in winter, numbers were exceptionally low in the 
winters of 1933-4 and 1934-5, when none of the usual pond-weed was 
visible. 

At Elstree reservoir a series of counts in the winter of 1931-2 
showed about 200 on 25th October, rising to 400+ on 20th December, 
with a gradual decrease in the early months of 1932. On 13th November 
of that year counts at the Brent, Elstree and Ruislip reservoirs and 
near Watford revealed a total of 501 birds, while a count was also taken 
for most large waters in the area on 18th December 1937, when 1449 
birds were counted on the waters detailed elsewhere in this report. 


These figures raise the interesting question of the origin of the 
flocks. The only evidence of continental origin of Coots visiting this 
eountry is reviewed by Messrs Ingram and Salmon in B.B., xxix, p. 38, 
where they quote the case of a young bird ringed in Denmark as a 
nestling in June 1929 and recovered in Ireland in November 1931, and 
also a record of a Coot seen south-east of the Dogger Bank in February 
1930. An adult ringed in Kent in March 1930 was recovered in Pas de 
Calais, France, July 1931, while there are a few autumn and winter 
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records of birds at the lights of North Wales and Ireland. Apart from 
this there is little indication to show whence the flocks of Coots come 
or why they should decline in numbers as early as December; it is in- 
teresting to note that many of the ducks which visit the large waters 
in the area have frequently a pronounced increase in numbers in this 
month, R. CB 


A Census of Ducks, Great-Crested Grebes, 
and Coot. 


ON 18th December 1937 a census of all ducks except mallard, great- 

crested grebes and coot was taken on all the waters set out in 
the accompanying schedule. So far as possible counts were made in the 
early afternoon, but in certain cases they were made in the morning. 
It is not pretended, therefore, that the figures have any claim to com- 
plete accuracy, but it is hoped that they will serve as an indication of 
the bird population on the larger waters in the London area at the time 
of the census. In the case of Barn Elms the number of tufted ducks 
was appreciably higher in the morning than in the afternoon, and the 
higher figure has been included in the schedule. Care was taken to see 
that birds were not counted when they flew round the reservoirs, and 
it should be mentioned that this difficulty was specially pronounced at 
Molesey, but it is believed that the figures given are minima. The 
waters detailed include all those of major ornithological importance 
within 20 miles of London, but since there are many small lakes which 
could not be included there is every reason to suppose that the actual 
population in the area in the case of the commoner species was con- 
siderably higher than that quoted. Thanks are due to the 26 observers 
who took part in the census for the wide area which it was possible to 
cover. 

With regard to the object of the census, it is realised that the figures 
in themselves are not of great significance, but it is hoped that it may 
be repeated on future occasions in order to provide definite facts for the 
study of the varying winter population of ducks, grebes and coot from 
year to year. The presence of certain species on a very limited number 
of waters, although they may be found on these in large numbers, is a 
question that requires considerable investigation. A census of this 
nature does not throw any light on the reasons governing such winter- 
habitat selection, but it bears evidence of the existence of such selection 
and provides facts whose interpretation is a problem still calling for 
solution. 

During the few days immediately preceding the date of the census 
winds were northerly, and night frosts occurred in most districts. Con- 
sequently some of the smaller waters were wholly or partially frozen 
over, and numbers on the larger waters were probably to a certain 
extent increased on account of this factor. 
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GREAT- 
CRESTED 
COMMON POCHARD. TUFTED DUCK. GREBE. COOT. 


Total. M. iky Total. M. F. 


E. King George V Res. ............... 13 50 23 64 22 42 6 8 
Walthamstow Res. ................ 43 33 10 404 155 188 50 295 
(61 not differentiated) 
Various ponds: Leytonstone, 
Hainault and Wanstead 





GUIS GIANG ES ee eicinticetes sseeskietwelis Q7 17 10 93 57 36 = 81 

Hem avehbworthmmbakenscsscssaicecee: 5 5 — 69 34 35 — 21 

EISUROC CBIR OS ew i oe hiwcecaicasens -— — — 5 — &) 1 Q7 

Hamper Mill gravel-pit ........ 20 — — 14 — —- 2 718 

K. Cray River gravel-pit ........... 24 14 a - — — = = 

NVIGS EPO MIGMIRES se coke Oo eh a ccsaeeestsen 152 84 68 76 40 36 --- 55 

EAM OTOMEMRIESS. sche scstescenesce.eveves 25 20 5 56 13 43 1 29 

ASIDES ~ IES, “conssdosonooonecbasasos — — — 3 1 9 — 5 

Littleton Res. and gravel-pit 37 — — 20 — = = == 
Long Water and Round Pond, 

Kensington Gardens ....... 43 37 6 307 =. 223 84 _- 4 
Ostemlevn Rave 5. g.ccsaeshcceccencereas — _ — 3 — 3 —_ 7 
UMS TOM MERNOSE tee ceacatdcasessccnscessnes: 19 12 7 4 Q Q — 174 
SUBMINGS IRE. = Geneaadosnederonesonee terns 30 — — 1€8 — — 123 67 
Stoke Newington Res. .......... 19 10 9 64 31 33 9 80 
Various ponds: Golders 

Green, Hampstead and 

Highgate district ............ — = — 8 22 26 — 8 

So JBM, IDNMMNG) IREE6 cossceosoonosesnsuses 22 18 4 Sil ala) SIC) 35 11 
Beddington Lane ponds ....... 6 3 3 | — 1 —— 65 
Herel PONG eo ee eaccec es —_ — — 03 
Island Barn Res., Molesey ... — — — 34 21 13 9 31 
Lonsdale Road Res. ............... 65 50 15 19 11 8 8 — 
Mitcham gravel-pits .............. 56 — — 30 —- — — 150 
IRUCIMANOIMNG! IPB J oonosednosoonanebsoe a -— — 9 5 4 — 80 
West Molesey Res. ................ 81 65 16 693 548 145 141 51 
Various ponds: Wandle dis- : 

TELCOS ANE SAS aa — 7 — 34 18 16 — 69 


Total ... 744 418 183 2489 1344 832 385 1449 


SHELD-Duck. 2, Staines Res. 


Tran. 105, King George V Res.; 10, Hamper Mill; 215, Staines Res. ; 
97, Littleton Res. ; 59, Ruislip Res. ; 360 (202 ¢, 1589), Island Barn 
Res.; 6 (8¢, 39), West Molesey Res.; 1, Beddington Lane ponds. 
Total, 853. 


Wicron. 5, King George V Res.; 1, Leytonstone; 180, Staines Res. ; 75, 
Littleton Res.; 7, Island Barn Res.; 4, West Molesey Res. Total, 
202. 


SHOVELER. 35, Staines Res.; 20, Littleton Res. Total, 55. 
Scaup Duck. 1, Staines Res.; 2, Hampton Res. Total, 3. 


GOLDENEYE. 11, Staines Res.; 6, Littleton Res.; 1, Hampton Res.; 1 
Island Barn Res.; 11 (23), West Molesey Res. Total, 30, 


) 
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LonG-TAILED Duck. 2, Staines Res. 


GoosaNDER. 2 red-headed birds, Elstree Res.; 129 Staines Res.; 2 red- 
headed birds, Island Barn Res.; 101 (143), West Molesey Res. 
Total 234. 


Smew. 3, Walthamstow Res.; 6 (2¢), Hampton Res.; 9 red-headed 
birds, Stoke Newington Res.; 1, Barn Elms Res.; 32 (10d), West 
Molesey. Total, 51 (12). 

R. CLE 


Pied Wagtail Roost in Richmond Park. 


By W. L. CoLyer. 


ON 16th October 1937, about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, two or three 

Pied Wagtails (Motacilla alba yarrellit) were noticed to be flying 
about the rushes of a pond inside Richmond Park by the Ham Gate. 
Further observation revealed that from 20 to 24 birds were roosting 
there. 

The area of the pond is about half an acre. One-sixth of it, 400 
square yards, is filled with rushes (Typha), and it is in them the birds 
roost, more especially amongst those nearest the middle of the pond. 
Horse chestnut trees grow on the banks of two sides, the south and west; 
the other two sides, north and east, are covered with short grass. The 
following notes are a summary of observations made at ten visits to the 
spot, the last being on 8th December 1937. 

Pied Wagtails are only ‘‘ fairly common’’ inside Richmond Park, 
and the birds always came to the roost from the north, west, and south- 
west, i.e., from the district between the west wall of the Park and the 
River Thames. 

The times of the first arrivals noted down at eight visits were 30, 36, 
38,.24, 22, 19, 19, and 35 minutes before sunset, an average of 28 minutes 
before sunset (G.M.T.). 

They came in twos and threes and small batches at intervals of a 
few minutes. Only on two occasions did the birds fly directly to the 
rushes on arrival, once a party of three, and at another visit a party of 
‘five. The rule was for them to fly either to the chestnut trees, or to the 
erassy banks. If people were walking close to a bank, as usually hap- 
pened on Saturday or Sunday afternoons, the birds would perch on the 
trees, even for half an hour at a time. They were quite indifferent to 
motor cars and horse riders on the road, although that was only 25 
paces from the pond. If there were no persons walking near the pond 
the birds preferred the grassy banks to the trees. There they rested, 
or ran about, and occasionally one would chase another. Some would 
fly to the water-lily leaves, and walk about on them to catch insects or 
bathe. When it rained the birds were not troubled by it, but behaved 
as usual. 


' 
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Much changing of roosting-perch usually took place when new ar- 
rivals entered the rushes. On one occasion six birds were seen slowly 
rising to the top of the rushes, where they hovered for a while before 
gradually fluttering down again. 

From the moment of arrival of the first Wagtail at the pond there 
were continuous calls of ‘‘ chizik ’? and other chirpings from the trees 
or grass-banks, perhaps most of all when the whole flock was assembled 
in the roost. Then gradually the calls subsided until there was un- 
broken silence. The times when all the calls ceased and silence ensued 
were recorded on nine visits; they were 26, 25, 29, 12, 18, 18, 25, 27 and 
22 minutes after sunset. Thus the average time was 22 minutes past 
sunset (G.M.T.). 

The number of birds present at the roost showed interesting and 
puzzling variations. The totals that follow are of birds counted, not 
estimated, and nearly always there were a few missed that slipped into 
the rushes from the side furthest from the observer. 


Date. No. of Birds. : Date. No. of Birds. 
OCURMAMIGH 2 xteshacse 20 INOWee HON Bokceceneece 20 
A.) ter) | Peneee Ree ere 16 Fave sage GP Aagne a cae saeEe 16 
50. woe necnan Canes 50 Gt RA Wl Hasan etntne 41 
POO Py Wasseese coos 100 Dec 1 ee Rae eae ae 150 
INOW Oh ae oee watecns 710 se cite tadanenoadsae 19 


From these figures it would appear that about 20 birds have been 
roosting regularly there throughout the autumn, but that the number 
was augmented between the 18th October and 10th November, and also 
between 17th November and 8th December. Perhaps these increases 
may be due to an influx of Pied Wagitails into the neighbourhood be- 
tween the west of the Park and the Thames from elsewhere at those 
times. It is noteworthy that most of the 150 on December 1st made many 
flights from their perches on the banks and trees, high up and circling, 
with excited chiziks and chirping calls, which had not been the custom 
of the birds at this roost on any other occasion. 





Arrival and Departure of Migrants, 1937. 


Compiled by D. A. T. Morean. 





EN the following table the earliest and latest dates for each county are 

given except in cases where they are obviously of no significance. 
Comments from members on the question of continuing or omitting this 
table in future reports will be welcome. 


SISKIN. TREE PIPIT. 
_ Mar. 26—K. Beckenham, .... P.W.R. April 5—E. Epping Forest, P.D.H. 
April10—S. Richmond Park, D.A.R. 5H 9—S. Richmond Park, W.L.C. 
»  12—M. Hampstead Heath, ,» 11—M. Staines Res., ... G.C:L. 
K.D.S. »  11—M. Ruislip Common, W.R.P. 
, 19—-E. Epping Forest, P.D.H. Sept. 12—S. Tadworth, ........... H.B. 


Oct. 24—S. Beddington, ...... G.D.E. 
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BRAMBLING. 
Mar. 27—E. Epping Forest, 
Jee Gee 
April 18—M. Staines Res., A.H.M 
» 18—K. Farnborough, ....... EP 
»  20—S. Bedddington, ... P.W.R. 
Oct. 10—K. Hayes, G.D.E., G.E.M. 
,  16—S. Cuddington, P.W.E.C. 
YELLOW WAGTAIL. 
April 3—E. Walthamstow Res., 
E.T.N. 
a 3—H. Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
. 4—S. Barn Elms, 
G.C.L., A.H.M. 
a 4—S. Beddington, ...... RACH 
,  1i1—K. Beckenham, P.W.R 
,  1i1—M. Staines Res., G.C.L 
Sept. 28—M. Staines Res. ...... A.H.M. 
» 29—S: Barn Elms, ...... W.R.P 
, 30—E. Walthamstow Res., 
A.R:S. 
Oct. 15—M. R. Thames (Pool of 
EON CON)) haeeeeeeee KEP AK 
WHITE WAGTAIL. 
Mar. 30--S. Beddington, ...... IPAWER# 


April 17—E. Walthamstow Res. 

R.W.P. 
18—M. Staines Res., ... W.E.G. 
1g8—K. Beckenham, 


Ge Me. PWR: 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 


May 6—S. Kingswood, ........... HEB 
»  19—H. Waltham Abbey, A.R.S. 
, @2—E. Epping Forest, 

E.M., R.W.P., W.A.W. 

Aug. 3—E. Epping Forest, W.A.W. 
, 13—S. Richmond Park, A.H.M. 

. , 19—H. Cheshunt Tip, ... A.R.S. 
,» 23—M. Ruislip Common, W.R.P. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. 

May 11—S. Tadworth, ............ 15 (183. 
»  12—H. Broxbourne, ...... F.J.J. 
, 14—M. White Webbs Park, 

A.R.S. 
, 18—E. Epping Forest, W.A.W. 

Aug. 2i—E. Epping Forest, W.A.W. 

Sept. 4—K. Dulwich, ........... G.D.E. 
ee HOS Tad worthy .cccse ccs H.B 
» 2e—E. Cheshunt, <..--...-. A.R.S 

CHIFFCHAFF. 

Mar 20—M. Uxbridge, 

Gi Caer ACHeMe 
» 2—S. Old Malden, .... R.W.H. 
SO See MCI amines cesteceese G.B. 
» @—E. Knighton Wood, W.A.W. 
» 31—K. P.W.R. 


Beckenham, 
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Sept. 19—E. Knighton Wood, W.A.W. 

Oct. 4—K Dulwich. | G.D.E. 
- 8—S. Barn Elms, ...... E:G.2: 
, 11—M. Hampstead Heath, 

H.M.R.K. 
WILLOW WARBLER. 

Mar. 20—S. Mitcham, ......... W.W.T 

April 1—M. Staines Res., A.H.M 
5 9—E. Epping Forest, P.D.H. 
» 10=-B. Cutlley, <-2222 R.S.R.F. 
, 11—K. Beckenham, 

G.E.M., P.W.R. 

Sept. 12—E. Knighton Wood, W.A.W. 
3; 16H. (Cheshunt cece A.R.S. 

Oct. -3=SaLimpsfields ee Oo: 

“WOOD WARBLER. 

April 20—S. Beddington, P.W.R. 
»  20—S. Wimbledon, ...... R.E.W. 
»  ®—E. Walthamstow Res. 

E.T.N. 

May 3—K. Dulwich, ........... G.D.E. 

July 26—M. Hampstead Heath, 

H.M.R.K. 


GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. 


April 17—S. 


7 ou ve 


» 30 —H. 
July 25—S. 


Ashtead Common, R.C.H. 
Colne Valley, ... R.E.B. 
Rickmansworth, R.E.B. 
Bookham, H.J.B. 


REED WARBLER. 


May 1—H. London Colney, 

(Field, 8/5/37). 

7—S. Wimbledon Common, 
R.E.W. 
; 16—E. Chigwell, ........ W.A.W. 

Aug. 2i—E. Sewardstone, ... W.A.W. 

sept. 2i—S. Barn Elms, 22 E.G-P. 
% 2-H Cheshunt, ee A.R.S 

SEDGE WARBLER. 

April 1i8—E. Sewardstone, ... W.A.W. 
» 24—M. Staines, ........... C.A.W. 
» 20S. Epsom S.E., ... RSRE: 

Sept. 5—B. Langley S.F., ... C.A.W 
»  20—H. Cheshunt, ......... A.R.S 
» 23—M. Staines Res., ... A.H.M. 
»  26—K. Elmers End, .... G.E.M. 

Oct. i-—S. Barn Elms, 

G.C.L., E.G.P: 
GARDEN WARBLER. 
April 1i—S. Walton Heath, P.W.E.C. 
22—-M. White Webbs Park, 
A.R.S. 
Aug. 8&—S. Wimbledon Common, 
R.E.W. 


ARRIVAL 
BLACKCAP. 

April 15—S. South Croydon, ... H.G. 
,»  18—M. Mill Hill, ....... W.D.M 
sy Gail, TEIENES) )  cocogadanooos P.W.R 
» ®4—E. Hainault Forest, 

J.H.G.P. 
, ®4—-E. Knighton Wood, 
J.H.G.P. 
, 24—-E. Epping Forest, SAN 
Sept. 23—M. Staines Res., A.H.M 
WHITETHROAT. 
April 12—S. Mitcham Common 
W.W.T. 
, 18—M. Staines, ...... G.C.L. 
,  19—E. Epping Forest, P.D.H. 
sp Peale (OunanWeny Geeseone R.S.R.F 

Sept. 3—M. Ruislip Res., ... W.R.P 
se 6—H. Broxbourne, ..... A.R.S 
, 2£—S. Wimbledon Common, 

R.E.W. 
LESSER WHITETHROAT. 

April 14—S. Ashtead, ........... J.5.W. 
sp CoD —IEh, (Clwbaalkeny Wooscense R.S.R.F 

May i—E. Sewardstone, ... W.A.W 

Sept. 3—M. Ruislip Common, 

W.R.P. 
,  18—E. Epping Forest, A.R.S. 
FIELDFARE. 
Mar. 27—E. Navestock, ...... W.A.W. 
April 19—S. Wimbledon Common, 
R.E.W. 

Oct. 16—S. Beddington, ......... G.B 
» 381—E. Chigwell, ......... W.A.W 

Nov. 183—K. Bromley, ......... M.M.H 
»  14—B. Colnbrook, D.A.T.M 
,» 14—M. Stanwell, ..,... D.A.T.M 

REDWING. 

Mar. 27—E. Navestock, ...... W.A.W 
»  28—K. Elmers End, .... G.E.M 
,»  3l—S. Kew Gardens, ... G.C.L 

April 4—M. Mill Hill, ........ W.D.M 
Ah 4—M. Hampstead Heath, 

W.B.W. 
CCP ro Sse GiwiOril sence sence H.B 
, 11—M. Hampstead Heath, 
H.M.R.K. 
»  L7—E. Chigwell, ........ W.A.W 
WHEATEAR. 

Mar. 20—S. Wimbledon, R.W.H. 
» 21—K. Beckenham, P.W.R. 

April 3—H. Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
ca 3—E. King George V Res., 

R.W.P., W.A.W. 

,» 15—M. Hyde Park, ....... G.C.L. 
Sept. 18—E. Walthamstow Res. 

W.A.W. 

»  2£c—M. Brent Res.., ...... W.D.M 


AND DEPARTURE OF MIGRANTS. 


Oct. 24—S. 


Nov. 28—S. 


April 10—M. 


Barn Elms, 
G.C.L., A.H.M. 
Beddington, W.W.T. 


WHINCHAT. 


Mote Mount, 


(Field, 17/4/37). 


» 24—-S. Ashtead Common, 
PAW Cr 
eco ae © Iillewielilein esses W.A.W. 
Sept. 10—M. Staines Moor, ...... G.B 
»  19—E. Chigwell, ....... W.A.W 
Oct. 4—S. Barn Elms, ...... WERSE 
REDSTART. 
April 7—S. Wimbledon Park, 
R.E.W. 
ap 7-—S. Richmond Park, A.H.M. 
»  10--M. Mote Mount, 
(Field, 17/4/37). 
.» i16—E. Epping Forest, ... F.J.J. 
Sept. 145—M. Bushy Park ...... J.E.R. 
»  19—-S. Wimbledon Park, 
R.E.W. 
NIGHTINGALE. 
_April1i—M. Winchmore Hill, P.J.H. 
i 16 Ee Epping HOrest. 24 E.Jid: 
»  18—S. Cheam Warren; 
P.W.E.C. 
SWALLOW. 
Mar. 27—E. Walthamstow Res., 
E.T.N., H.A.P. 
April 6—S. Brooklands S.F., E.G.P. 
5 8—H. Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
» 10—M. Staines Res., 
D.A.T.M., C.A.W. 
»  10—M. Potters Bar, ...... J.D.D. 
» 1i—K. Beckenham, TRAY IR 
Oct. 10—M. Staines. R.C.H., C.A.W. 
5p ives ekeXel(obbalkesiKoyek,  Gennonooc G.B 
Nov. 12—E. Loughton, ......... P.D.H 
HOUSE MARTIN. 
April 9—S. Kew Gardens, ... W.R.P. 
» 12—M. Hampstead Heath, 
K.D.S. 
Oct. 12—M. Ruislip, ........... W.R.P 
op Ps RUIN, JORWOR ciao J.E.R 
on OPK, TENG, cossvosee M.M.H 
oF ee OhimMeiondaa ese A.R.S 
BAi ede ae LOT OM OOD: ani en R.C.H 
SAND MARTIN. 
April 1—E. King George V Res., 
A.R.S. 
i HS INITKOIMEWED, ©» socoscosono60 G.B 
ig 6—H. Waltham, ............ F.JJ 
8—M. Staines Res., G.D.E 


dl 
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Sept. 25—E. 
Oct 1—M 
zs 3—S. 


April 24—M. 
»  26—H. 
» 26—E. 


» 26—S. 
3—K. 
21. 


a 6—M. 
5p AISLES 
18—K. 


5—S. 


5 6—H. 


Mar. 28—K. 
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King George V Res., 


W.A.W. 
. staines Res., -... A-Hi-M: 
(OPO, gaoccosec00r R.S.R.F. 
SWIFT. 
Staines Res., C.A.W. 
Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
Lea Valley, ...... J.S.W. 
IWSIKEINEWIN, — soocc00000 lel djo}83 
Blackheath, E.M.W 
Sewardstone, W.A.W 
igh gateweeeesscece J.D.D 
Beckenham, P.W.R 
IDNA AIG, — sdsoocose¢ G.D.E 
Beddington Lane, G.B 
Hoddesdon, ...... A.R.S 
NIGHTJAR. 
Epping Forest, 


Epsom Common, 


RAS zREEY 
eC aldileiyanwesccseseene J.S.W. 
Bromiley, <:....- M.M.H. 
E ACh Gy Bhat sctereeee A.R.S. 
Epsom Common, F.W.B. 
WRYNECK. 
Cuda eee M.M.H. 
INSINEEVGL, - socaocooso J.5.W. 
CUCKOO. 
Epping Forest, ASRASs 
Chipstead, 
(Field, 24/4/87). 
Cade yemeeenecs J.S.W. 
JROMGSINTD,,  cocnosances W.R.P 
Beckenham, P.W.R 
Bury Wood, ....... F.J.J. 


Richmond Park, E.G.P. 


GOLDENEYE. 
Molesey Reés., 


Eet.N., W.A.W. 
Richmond Park, R.E.B. 


PIW-E.-C: 


May 2—M. Staines Rés., ...... A.H.M. 
a 8—E. Walthamstow Res., 
E.T.N.,, 3eAsee 
Oct. 16—M. Staines Res., D.A.T.M. 
» 16—E. Walthamstow Res., 
EST.N.,, EAP 
Nov. 6—S. Molesey Res., P.W.E.C. 
GOOSANDER. 
Mar. 27--S. Molesey Res., P.W.E.C. 
April 3—E. King George V Res., 
W.A.W. 
,» 18—M. Staines Res., G.C.L. 
Nov. 12—M. Staines Res., .... A.H.M. 
,» 20-S. Molesey Res., D.A.T.M. 
SMEW. 
Mar. 13—E. Walthamstow Res., 
W.A.W. 
»  19—M. Chiswick, ........ W.R.P. 
, 23—S. Barn Elms, H.M.R.K. 
Nov. 19—S. Molesey Res., ... W.E.G. 
TURTLE DOVE. 
April 30—S. Tadworth, ............ H.B 


3—E. Epping Forest, ... A.R.S. 


May 

a 4—M. Ruislip, ........... W.R.P 
Aug. 23—M. Ruislip, ........... W.R.P 
Sept. 292-S. Barn Elms, ...... W.R.P 


COMMON SANDPIPER. 


April 10—S. Beddington, 
G.E.M., P.W.R. 
» 26—H. Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
Oct. 10—M. Staines Res., ...... G.C.L. 

» 21—E. Walthamstow Res., 

AGREES: 

»  31—S. Barn Elms, 
G.C., “Ach ew: 

JACK .SNIPE. 
April 4—E. Chigwell S.F., R.McK:S. 
»  i11—S. Walton Heath, P.W.E.C. 
Sept. 18—M. Ruislip: Gel 
Oct. 2—S. Cuddington, P.W.E.C 
»  17—E. Chigwell S.F., ... W.A.W. 
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Bird Ringe, 1937. 


T is a pleasure to be able to report a striking increase in the Society’s 
returns to the Bird Ringing Committee of the British Trust for 
Ornithology. The record total of 1976 birds of 52 species was ringed 
and this compares with 354 birds of 38 species in 1936. Three members 
were able to ring 937 Manx Shearwaters on Skokholm Island, but there 
has been an all-round increase in addition to this large total for one 
species. The following table shows the results of the 16 ringers who 
took part in the work :— 





Name of Ringer. Nestlings. Trapped. Total. 

TEM, AWS TBI ee ee ee 31 4 35 

So IBOBICCHANEM,  soscasosnbsace aoe aacaee Q8 109 137 

GAAS SB INCKTANG Reet sccckics ace eee. 5 —- 5 

Veils: dls “LESS Serll  eene 1 1 2 

Crea COMeEMeTLCY 2) ssheccmeescccc: — 6 6 

EN ieee Eoces COMERTUCS sev cecantemenatioass “al — AA 

er EVA TUSH se teciseicieiastistiensicoisriowaviere 222 294 516 

RAE SMR PMG UCM cccdssacivianenctiienrise 9 115 124 

RSV ELA O Soo aiisccnsiiesisssecensoosteds —— 318 318 

Re COPPELL ONNC Silence. hie adie tae 13 21 34 

H.M. Office of Works ......... == 16 16 

Tal.” TRG BGT i dasa nase sen ae aBemmR Caner ecae ees 4 -o 4 

ES ROW CRUG okies cenciuisneuee dock 10 1 11 

IMIS SIE ee Dren STDIN Soha ncccsescesasen 80 67 147 

PMA NN FAT CLS are jcioiciseicsisie Seen Eh 3 -- 3 

EMME NUS OM se caiscccccosedidesacesses 454 123 D77 

901 1075 1976 

MO SG mi OUTS Sings. eacsancece ee 276 78 354 

The most numerous species ringed were :— 

Manx Shearwater ......... 937 Sananwichm Mennecceeeeeee 61 
Common Tern ................ 240 BY LUO Pili paes sind Sremordcencensnsbanene 5D 
SUVA Se cannsesoepasscosaseHas 114 ROWING soca esr eee eee 49 
SOME? MUM WSN. ~ socccovccvds000000 80 @hiatiinicheaereececcsseee cee 40 
Bilachkbivdiy See iiesssscteccsss 66 1UEY On Al dean entero sasakdonecedsoone 34 


We welcome three new ringers:—Messrs F. W. Blake, P. W. EK. 
Currie, and H. J. Evans, : 

During the year the British Birds Marking Scheme was taken over 
by the new Bird Ringing Committee of the British Trust for Ornithology. 
The British Trust has found it impossible to continue any special ar- 
rangements for the supply of rings and the Ornithological Committee 
has been obliged to make a small increase of 3d per packet. The charge 
for each packet of 20 rings is now 1/-, and the Bird Ringing Secretary— 
R. W. Hale, 6 Grendon Gardens, Wembley Park, Middlesex—will be 


pleased to hear from any member interested in ringing. 
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RECOVERIES OF RINGED BIRDS. 


The following recoveries of birds included in the Society’s returns 


have been published in British Birds since the last list was compiled :— 


Ihe 


JACKDAW. Coloeus m. spermologus. 
RR.6416, ringed 15/5/35 as an adult in Richmond Park (Surrey) by 
C. L. Collenette, and recovered where ringed 21/2/37. 


StarRLine. Sturnus v. vulgaris. 
ZE.86, ringed 3/10/36 as an adult at St Albans (Herts.) by J. M. 
Wilson, and recovered 30/1/37 at Beaconfield (Bucks.). 


Hossy. Falco s. subbuteo. 
RV.2901, ringed 9/8/36 as a young bird in Wiltshire by J. E. 
Roberts, and recovered 16/10/36 at Hagetmau (Landes), France. 


OysTER-cATCHER. Haematopus o. occidentalis. 
RW.7333, ringed 30/6/36 as a nestling at Salthouse (Norfolk) by 
J. M. Wilson, and recovered in October 1936 at Blakeney (Norfolk). 
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Birds in the London Area, 1938. 


REPORT ON BIRD-LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL'S 
CATHEDRAL. 


INTRODUCTION. 


N this third number of The London Bird Report we include all 
ornithological matter published by the Society with the exception of 
the Section’s official report and articles forming part of the Survey of 
Limpsfield Common, which appear in The London Naturalist. As 
we feel that there must still be many potential new readers in our area, 
we hope that members will assist the Society by giving copies to their 
friends or bringing the report to their notice. Extra copies can be 
obtained from the Recorder. 

We are glad to be able to include this year a valuable paper by Mr 
W. E. Glegg on the effect of London on hbird-life. Other features, besides 
the usual report, include a summary of the ornithological effects in the 
area of the severe weather in December. 

An account of the status of the Reed Warbler, Tufted Duck, and 
Turtle Dove ig given in a separate article, and we shall be grateful if 
members will make full observations in 1939 on Goldfinch, Stock Dove, 
and Common Sandpiper, the species selected for special study by the 
British Trust for Ornithology. A questionnaire was included in the 
circular sent out in January, and members who require copies should 
apply to the Recorder, Mr R. 8S. R. Fitter, 81 Ridgmount Gardens, 
W.C.1. An inquiry is also being made this year into the status of the 
Redshank in the British Isles, and it will be appreciated if members who 
can supply information for the area will obtain a questionnaire from 
Mr R. C. Homes, 17 Park Lawn Avenue, Epsom. The Recorder will be 
glad to supply any other information regarding the Trust on request, 
and we hope that as many members as possible will join the Trust to 
give it the widespread support which it needs to continue the valuable 
work already so successfully begun. 

In 1938 the Ornitholgical section commenced a study of the bird-life 
of built-up areas and agricultural land in the area. These terms were 
defined in a circular sent to recorders in January of that year; 
unfortunately space does not permit its reproduction here, but copies 
can be supphed by Mr R. S. R. Fitter on application. It would be of 
considerable value to put on record a survey of the avifauna of these 
types of ground, especially as the agricultural ground of to-day around 
London may well be the building land of to-morrow. It would be of 
particular interest to discover how near London certain species breed 
and how near they attain normal distribution. For these purposes we 
need notes on all species, however common, in built-up areas, gardens, 
and agricultural land, and we shall be glad if members will refer again 
to the 1938 circular announcing the scheme, and send us their notes on 
the lines suggested. Some very interesting reports on agricultural land 
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have been received, and are being held until sufficient material has 
accumulated to justify a preliminary survey. 

One of the most notable features of the year was the exceptionally 
severe weather in the second half of December, when many species, 
especially skylarks, were seen in unusual numbers. So many notes have 
been received for this period that we have summarised them in a special 
article, which includes some notes on the weather. The chief features 
were the appearance of Brent and Pink-footed Geese, Little Gull, 
exceptional numbers of Smew and Goosander, and the extraordinary 
abundance of Skylarks and passerine birds generally in inner London 
and other built-up areas. Dunlin were reported from several localities, 
and Knots were seen at Barn Elms. Although a few grebes and divers 
were seen, they were not a prominent feature of the influx as in the 
winter of 1936-7. 

Records of unusual interest include a Firecrest and a Bittern, both 
at Ruislip on the 3lst December following the severe weather of 
Christmas, a pair of Crossbills in Richmond Park in June, a Snow 
Bunting at Wanstead Flats and a Black Tern at Molesey seen during 
the reservoir census on 17th November, an Arctic Skua in the Lea 
Valley, and a Quail heard at Belmont. On 17th November a large 
raptorial bird, possibly a Harrier, was seen over Hampstead Heath but 
unfortunately was not fully identified. Another bird, believed to be a 
Montagu’s Harrier, was seen at Eynsford being mobbed by Crows on 
22nd October. Odd records of several interesting birds of prey have 
been received, and a Short-eared Owl has been seen in Richmond Park 
and on Rainham marshes. It seems probable that this species would be 
more frequently reported if the Thames marshes received more attention. 

Waders were more numerous than usual at Staines during the 
autumn, Grey Plover, Sanderling, Knot, and Little Stint being especially 
noteworthy. Spotted Redshanks were reported from two localities, while 
a Wood Sandpiper in June is of particular interest. Brooklands 
sewage-farm was not very productive as the tanks were more flooded 
than usual. Records of Common Sandpiper wintering in two localities 
are noteworthy. Strong gales in the first few days of October were 
followed by a large migration of Swallows, Martins, and Sand Martins, 
the numbers being unusually large for October migration. Other late 
dates include the Black Tern already mentioned and a Sedge Warbler 
in Richmond Park on 23rd October. In the spring Chiffchaffs were 
plentiful by the week-end of March 18th-19th, but in Apml migrants 
were inclined to be late. 

A monthly census of water-fow! on all the principal waters in the 
area was begun on 22nd October, and has been continued up to March, 
1939. The scheme was well supported, special attention being given to 
the sex-ratios among ducks, and it is hoped that the results will he 
published during the summer. 

All records in the specific notes are for 1938 except where it is 
otherwise stated. Observers responsible for the published notes are 
indicated by initials, and counties are given by their first letters :— 
B.=Buckinghamshire, E.=Essex, H.=Hertfordshire, K.=Kent, M.= 
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Middlesex, S.=Surrey. Other abbreviations are as follows: A.M.= 
adult male, B.B.=British Birds Magazine, L.B.R.=London Bird Report, 
Res. = Reservoir, and 8.F. = Sewage-farm. A map of the area was 
' published in the Report for 1936, a few copies of which are still available. 

We regret the omission of the names of Messrs G. E. Manser and 
EK. G. Pedler from the list of observers of 1937. The following is a list 
of the 107 observers from whose notes the present report is compiled : — 


Ashby, C. B. Hayman, R. W., Pedler, E. G. 
Austin, S. per C.L.C. Peterken, J. H. G. 
Baggallay, Miss J. Highway, Mrs H. Pethen, R. W. 
Beckett, L., Hohn, O. Pettit, H. A. 

per R.C.H. Hollom, P. A. D. Phillipson, W. R. 
Bentham, C. H. Homes, R. C. Piercy, G. Wand, 
Beven, G. Hopkins, G. per R.C.H. 
Bishop, A. H.., Hornblower, A. B. Piercy, W. EK. K. 

per C.L.C. Jeffery, Miss P. H. Price, M. Philips, 
Blake, F. W. Johnston, F. J. per R.S.R.F. 
Burkill, H. J. Justice, Mrs E., Poock, S. G. 


per R.C.H. 
Kerr, Mrs H. M. Rait. 
Keywood, K. P. 
Low, G. Carmichael. 
MacAlister, Mrs E. 


Popple, Miss W, N. 
Rabbets, A. J., 

per G.E.M. 
Ratcliff, P. W. 
Rawlence, D. A., 


Buthn, Mrs J. H., 
per C.L.C. 
Butterworth, Miss M. H. 
Carrington, L. I. 
Cawkell, EK. M. 


Chave, S. P. W. McCulloch, G. K. per C.L.C. 
Collenette, C. L. MacCunn, F., Roberts, J. E. 

Collett, G. W. per RS. RE. Rose, C. C. 

Colyer, W. L. Macpherson, A. Holte. Simms, A., 

Currie, P. W. E. Mann, K. per ©.l:€: 

Daffarn, J. D. Mann, F. R. Sladen, W. J. L., 
Davis, Miss R. Mann, P., per C.L.C. 

Dickey, D. O’R., per C.L.C. Smith, Miss K. Douglas. 


per C.L.C. Manser, G. E. Smith, R. McKenzie. 
_ Dolley, C., Marriott, W. H., Sumerfield, A. R. 
per C.L.C. per R.C.H. Thompson, LP. 
Elcome, G. D. Melluish, W. D. Thomson, Dr W. W.., 
Ellis, W. G. Milnthorpe, Miss W. M. per R.C.H. 


Fisher, J. M. M. 
Fitter, R. S. R. 
Fossey, H. B. 
Gaster, H. 
Gillham, E. H. 
Gillingham, D. W. 
Glegg, W. E. 
Greenaway, H. 
Griggs, H. R., 
per R.C.H. 
Hale, R. W. 
Hanson, P. J. 
Haviland, Miss G. M. B. 


Mitchell, A. I., 
per ©.1©: 
Morgan, D. A. T. 

Muirhead, D. 
Myers, A. F. 
Nicholson, E. M. 
Nicholson, E. T. 
Norris, C. A. 
Park, W. D. 
Parmenter, L. 
Parrinder, KE. R. 
Paulson, C. W. G. 
Pearce, K. W. 


Van Oostveen, Miss M.S. 
Warburg, G. 

Watt, Mrs W. Boyd. 
Watts,, G. 

Weeks, C. 

White, C. A. 
Whitehead, Miss D. 
Wightman, J. S. 
Wigram, A. F. 
Wigzell, J. A. 
Wilton, A. R. 
Windsor, R. E, 
Wright, W. A. 
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Hoopep Crow. Corvus c. corni« L. 

E. King George Res., one on 29th October and 17th December 
(W.A.W.). Navestock Lake, one on 4th and 11th December 
(R.McK.S.). Rainham marshes, one on 11th December (W.G.E.). 
Walthamstow Res., one on 28th December (W.A.W.). 

S. Cuddington, one flying strongly south on 26th February (P.W.E.C.). 


Rook. Corvus f. frugilegus L. 
K. Lee Green, a small rookery, five nests in 1937, was located within 
52 miles of Charing Cross (E.M.C.). 


Maeriz. Pica p. pica (L.). 

S. Headley Common, a flock of 27 on 27th March; apart from-a few 
desultory chases there was no evidence that the gathering was 
sexual in purpose (P.W.E.C.). 


HawFincenH. Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes (L.). 

E. Epping Forest and district, reported by several observers in first 
half of year. 

K. Farnborough, nested; frequently seen in Farnborough-Chevening- 
Biggin Hill district (H.R.G.). 

M. Hampstead Heath, seen several times in March (K.D.S.), and two 
on 24th April (A.F.M.). Ruislip Common, one on 6th Webruary 
(E.G.P.) and on several dates from 16th March to 7th April 
(W.R.P.). Whitewebbs Park, one to four pairs from 4th April to 
5th July (A.R.S.). 

S. Ashtead, well distributed in the district in winter in woods, gar- 
dens and heaths; one pair nested in a fruit-tree in a garden and 

; three other pairs seen in breeding-season (J.S.W.). Bookham Com- 

mon, one on Ist May (EK.M.N.). Epsom Common, a_ pair 
on 22nd May (R.S.R.F.). Kew Gardens, two on 24th Feb- 
ruary (W.R.P.). Mickleham Downs, a flock of 40-50 on 2nd and 
15th April (P.W.E.C.). Headley, Walton, Tadworth and Kings- 
wood, one to four on various occasions throughout year (H.B.). 
Reigate, one singing in castle gardens on 28th January (H.B.). 
Richmond Park, male feeding fully-grown young on 26th May 
(J.A.W.). Warlingham, a pair on 2nd July (C.W.G.P.). Wimble- 
don Common, present in breeding-season (E.M.N., R.E.W.). 


BritisH GoLpFINcH. Carduelis c. britannica (Hart.). 
Breeding reported from Epsom, Mitcham, Godstone and Farn- 
borough. As this species is scheduled for special study in 1939 
records of breeding distribution will be welcome. 

S. Epsom Common, a flock of about 150 on “18th September was seen 
for some time, gradually decreasing later in the autumn (W.D.P.). 


Siskin. Carduelis spinus (L.). 

E. Lord’s Bushes, Woodford, six on 6th March (W.A.W.). 

_K. Beckenham, 25 in alders in Kelsey Park on 23rd January, and five 
or six on 138th February (A.J.R.). 
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M. Bushy Park, parties of 50 or 60 seen regularly up to end of Feb- 


ruary (J.E.R.), about 90 on 23rd January (E.W.P.), and appeared 
in autumn on 15th November when there were 20 or more (J.E.R.). 
Harefield, two on 13th February (W.R.P.). 

Arbrook Common, about six males on 13th (R.C.H.) and two on 
25th February (K.P.K.). Leatherhead, one on 22nd January (H.B.). 
Limpsfield Chart, about 60 in small flocks were engaged in a sub- 
dued ‘‘ community singing ’’ (P.W.E.C.). Oxshott Common, about 
ten on 13th February (J.S.W.). Richmond Park, a small flock up 
to 5th February, maximum 10 on 4th February; one stayed till 2nd 
March (C.L.C., W.L.C., J.A.W.). Wimbiedon Common, several 
from 17th to 21st April (R.E.W.), 


Lesser Reprotui. Carduelis flammea cabaret (P. L. S. Miill.). 


K. 


K. 


Chigwell, Knighton Wood and Epping Forest, noted as winter 
visitor, 30-40 on 15th April (W.A.W.). North Weald, again seen 
feeding on Hpilobium hirsutum on 27th November. 

Beckenham, two in Kelsey Park on 9th and about six from 23rd 
to 30th January (A.J.R.). Elmers End S.F., one feeding on thistle 
on 26th February (A.J.R.). Farnborough, small parties noted from 
time to time; one pair nested ten feet up in an apple-tree, and six 
visited garden on 22nd October (H.R.G.). Hayes Common, a male 


on 15th May (R.S.R.F.). 


. Brent Park, Bushy Park, Hampstead Heath and Ruislip, noted in 


winter. It is believed to be resident on Hampstead Heath but there 
1s no proof of breeding in recent years. 

Ashtead, seen occasionally throughout winter of 1937-8; several 
pairs in spring but breeding not proved (J.S.W.). Beddington 
Lane. noted feeding on Hpilobium hirsutwm on 4th December (G.B.) 
and on Artemisia vulgaris (L.P.). Box Hill, about ten near here 
on 4th December (R.C.H., D.A.T.M.). Epsom Common, two on 
Ist December (F.W.B.). Molesey, a pair feeding on seeds of Hpilo- 
bium longifoium on 22nd January (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, 
small numbers early and late in year (C.L.C.). Tadworth district, 
a few pairs bred (H.B.). Wimbledon Common, noted between 19th 


March and 7th May (E.M.N., R.E.W.). 


Crossspitu. Loria c. curvirostra L. 


S. 


Richmond Park, a pair on 26th June (C.A.N.). 


BramBuine. Lringilla montifringilla L. ~ 
g 


EK. 


Epping Forest, 12 or more at High Beech on 20th November (F.J.J.) 
and four on 3rd April (W.G.E.). Romford S.F., two to six from 
26th March to 9th April (H.B.F.). Sewardstone egravel-pit, two on 
6th November (W.A.W.). Waltham Abbey, present on 7th Feb- 
ruary (A.R.S.). 

Elmers End §8.F., three to four on 8th January, two on 26th Feb- 
ruary and 30-40 on 27th March (G.H.M.). Hayes, 20 on 28rd 
January (G.E.M.). Keston, one at Holwood on 18th December 
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(H.R.G.). Knockholt Pound, a small flock on 20th November 
ChieS: Rake): 

M. Brent Res., six on 12th March (W.D.M.) and two on 25th December 
(G.W.). Bushy Park, one on 26th March (J.E.R.). Primrose Hill, 
present from 5th to 19th March, maximum 16 on 5th (W.E.K.P.). 
During hard weather at Christmas one visited a garden in St 
John’s Wood on 26th December (H.M.R.K.), up to three were seen 
in Ladbroke Square, W.11, from 22nd to 24th December (A.S.), and 
a keeper reported about 20 in Ken Wood on 25th December. 

S. Beddington S.F., the usual large numbers not seen in spring, 
maximum 12-15 on 20th March (G.E.M., P.W.R.). Mitcham, two 
to three at Watermeads on 13th March. Morden, one on 24th 
December (G.B.). Reigate, one on 29th October (H.B.). Richmond 
Park and Wimbledon Common, reported on numerous occasions; at 
Wimbledon several stayed till 6th May, and a single bird was seen 
as late as 12th June (R.E.W.). North Downs: for the area bounded 
by Cuddington, Epsom Downs, Mickleham, Headley, Tadworth and 
Kingswood there are records for February, March, October, Novem- 
ber and December, mostly single birds or small parties, maximum 
about 380 near Headley on 30th March (J.S.W.). 


TREE-SPARROW. Passer m. montanus (L.). 

E. Still common in the Lea Valley. W.A.W. found small colonies 

breeding in drain-pipes at King George and Walthamstow Reser- 

voirs (B.B., xxxli, pp. 1138-4). Romford S.F., resident, 30-40 always 

present, numbers rising outside breeding-season (H.B.F.). 

Farnborough district, uncommon, two on 26th November (H.R.G.). 

Breeding reported Sno Bushy Park and Staines Moor. Osterley 

Park, two on 25th June (C.A.W.). 

S. Seen as usual in autumn and spring on Beddington, Brooklands and 
Epsom sewage-farms. G.K.M. reports breeding at Beddington. 
Mitcham, resident at Watermeads (G.B., Journal Wimbledon 

_N.H.S., January 1939). 


ar 


Corn-Buntine. Hmberiza calandra L. 
M. Staines, present in breeding-season. One seen north of Stanwell on 


25th June (R.C.H., D.A.T.M.). 
S. Arbrook Common, frequent during breeding-season (K.P.K.). 


Reep-Buntine. Emberiza s. schoeniclus (L.). 

M. Hampton Wick Pond, one pair nested unsuccessfully (E.W.P.). 
Passage noted at Staines (c. 20 on 2nd April) and at Littleton (e. 
50 on 26th August). 

S. Richmond Park, up to 40 were seen feeding on heads of grass 
Molinia caerulea projecting above snow during hard weather in 


December (C.L.C., D.A.R.). 


Snow-Buntine. Plectrophenar n, nivalis (L.). 
EK. Wanstead Flats, one on 19th November (J.H.G.P.). 


“| 
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Woop-LarK. Lullula a. arborea (L.). 

M. Mill Hill, one on 8th May (W.D.M.). The call was not heard, but 
the bird was seen on the ground at close range and a good descrip- 
tion obtained, 

S. North Downs, much scarcer in usual localities this year (G.W.C., 
P.W.E.C., J.S.W.). Richmond Park, at least two singing males 
present throughout the breeding-season and one pair thought to 
have bred; they appear to stay throughout the year (C.L.C.). 


Warter-Prerr. Anthus s. spinoletta (L.). 


E. Walthamstow Res., one was reported on 30th March by H.M.R.K., 
whose notes we summarise :— 

Head, dirty greyish-brown; upper back, reddish-brown without greenish 
tinge of Rock Pipit or dull brown of Meadow Pipit; breast, almost with- 
out spots or streaks, was warmish buff; legs, dark brown, darker than 
in Meadow or Rock Pipits; bill longer than in Meadow Pipit and seemed 
more slender and pointed; a light buff eyestripe on greyish-white surface. 
In flight the bird showed white tail feathers. 


_ We believe this to be the second record for Essex. 


Rockx-Pirit. Anthus spinoletta petrosus (Mont.). 


EK. Walthamstow Res., one on 13th November (K.T.N.). 
M. Hampton Res., two on 19th November (R.S.R.F.). 
S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, two on 22nd October (P.W.E.C.). 


BLvuE-HEADED WactTatL. Motacilla f. flava L. 


H. Rickmansworth, a male on 30th April (G.K.McC., B.B., xxxu, 
p. 19). 

M. Staines Res., one on 9th and 21st April (G.D.E.). Yeoveney, one 
on) 2oth June (R.C.H., D.A.T.M.), 


Yetrow Wactait. Motacilla flava rayi (Bp.). 

EK. Bred at Chigwell S.F., Sewardstone gravel-pit and commonly at 
the Lea Valley Reservoirs (W.A.W.). 

K. Elmers End S.F., three pairs on 29th May, probably bred as usual 
(G.E.M.). Erith marshes, four pairs on 16th June (L.P.). 

S. West Molesey Res., at least four pairs bred (P.W.E.C.). 


Grey Wacrtatt. Motacilla c. cinerea Tunst. 

S. Fetcham, young birds seen near site of last year’s nest on 16th 
June; immature birds roosting with pied wagtails in artichoke beds 
on 14th September (H.J.B.).. Cobham, one on R. Mole near 
Pointers on 16th April (H.M.N.). Mitcham, nests annualiy on R. 
Wandle near Watermeads (G. Hatfield); a young bird on Ist August 
(G.B.). Battersea Park, one on 19th November (E.M.N.). 


Prep Wactatt. Motacilla alba yarrellii Gould. 

M. Hampton Wick Pond, large numbers roost in the reeds (E.W.P.). 

S. Fetcham, a flock of about 150 roosting in artichoke beds on 28th 
September, and a smaller flock on the 14th (H.J.B.). Richmond 
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Park, the roost near Ham Gate (L.B.R., 1937, p. 28) had about 
a dozen birds on 2nd and 40-5) on 26th January, and about 20 
on 12th February. In the summer the pond was cleared of rushes 
and the roost was not used in the autumn (C.L.C., W.L.C.). 


Wuitrt Waertatt. Motacilla a. alba ih. 

M. Staines Res., one on 24th (G.C.L., A.R.S.), 28th (G.C.L., A.H.M.) 
and 30th April (W.G.E.). One near Stanwell on list May 
(C.A.W.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one or two from 28th April to 4th May (A.H.M., 
DEALT Wikers): 


British Wittow-Tirmovuse. Parus atricapillus kleinschmidti Hellm. 


E. North Weald, two on 28rd January and on 27th November 
CRS RRs Sie aEIe): 
KX. Hayes, one singing on 19th June (G.E.M.). 
M. Ruislip, frequent in winter and spring (R.W.H.), one on 23rd June 
(C.A.W.). Whitewebbs Park, two on 28th April (A.R.S.). 
Ashtead Forest, one singing on 22nd May (R.S.R.F.). Bookham 
Common, a party of at least three on 19th June (R.S.R.F.) and a 
pair on Banks Common on 25th June (E.M.N.). Epsom Common, 
one on 4th May collecting small green caterpillars from bushes, and 
one on 5th and 6th May, 14th and 17th November, and lst December 
(F.W.B.). Oxshott, a pair on 16th April (E.M.N.). Selsdon, four 
on 11th December (G.E.M.). Tadworth, one on 6th November (H.B.) 
and 4th December (R.C.H., D:A.T.M.). Wimbledon Common, a 
pair on-19th March (B.M.N.). 


$M 


British Lone-trarrep Titmousk. Aegithalos caudatus rosaceus (Blyth). 


There was a considerable influx of this species in London and the 
suburbs in late October and early November. 


M. Bushy Park, several parties of 20 or more (J.E.R.). St James’s 
Park, eight on 9th November (R.S.R.F.). Hyde Park, 12 near 
Marble Arch on 2nd November (E.G.P.). In December about ten 
were scen at Chelsea on Ist (Field, 17.12.88) and in Ladbroke Square 
there were two on 8rd and six on 6th. 


op 


5. Parties were noted in Dulwich Woods on 28th October and 28th 
November (R.D.) and at Upper Norwood on 26th November 
(G.D.E.), and single birds at Putney on 10th November (M.H.B.) 
and at Barn Elms on 14th November (W.R.P.); reported to be 
unusually plentiful at this time in Richmond Park (C.L.C.), at 
Claygate, and on Arbrook and Esher Commons (K.P.K.). 


FIRE-CRESTED WREN. Regulus i. ignicapillus (Temm.). 


M. Ruishp Common, a pair were seen by R.W.H. and C.C.R. on 31st 
December. As this is the first record for Middlesex, we quote 
R.W.H. who notes the following features :— 
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White stripe over the eye, black line through the eye and pale streak 
below it; in the male, a reddish-orange crest—there was a little lemon 
vellow along the side of the crest, but not nearly so much of this colour 
as in the Goldcrest; in a front view the crest looked broader than a Gold- 
crest’s is in repose, and almost uniformly bright reddish-orange; a black 
line on each side of the crown above the superciliary stripe; the paleness 
of the underparts when seen from below; the upper parts seemed to be 
of a brighter green than the Goldcrest’s. 


Great Grey SHRIKE. Lanius e. excubitor Lb. 


S. Richmond. Park, one first reported on Ist December 1937 (Z.B.R., 
1937, p. 8) remained in the neighbourhood throughout the winter 
and was last seen on 13th March by M.S.O. One was seen on Ham 
Common on 5th (P.M.) and 6th November (F.R.M.). 


Rep-BACKED SHRIKE. Lantus c. collurio L. 

E.M. Breeding reported from Epping Forest, Ruislip (8 pairs) and 
Staines, but a 1937 territory near Mill Hill was not occupied. 

K. Farnborough, a few pairs (H.R.G.). 

S. Ashtead, 2-3 pairs (J.S.W.). Ham Common, cone pair nested 
(F.R.M.). Royal Wimbledon golf course, one pair nested (J.A.W.). 
Walton Heath, several pairs (J.S.W.). Mitcham Common, four 
pairs nested, only one bringing off its first clutch successfully; a 
second pair left the district after the destruction of its nest before 
eggs had been laid; two other pairs successfully reared breods at 
second attempts, the young leaving’ one nest as late as 13th 


September (W.W.T.). 


Prep FrycatcHer. Muscicapa h. hypoleuca (Pail.). 
S. Wimbledon Common, an adult female on 7th September (R.E.W.). 


Woop-Warsier. Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix (Bechst.). 

B.E.M. Heard in breeding-season at Black Park, Langley Park, 
Hampstead Heath, Ruislip, Stanmore, Epping Forest, White- 
webbs Park. 

K. Reported in May from Farnborough and near Sevenoaks (H.R.G.), 
Hayes Common and Holwood (R.S.R.F.). 

S. Dulwich Woods, three pairs throughout summer, at least one pair 
nesting successfully (R.D.). Richmond Park, did not nest this year 
(C.L.C.). Shirley Hills, three heard, almost certainly nested 
(G.i¢.M.). Wimbledon Common, unusually scarce, one pair nested 
(R.E.W.). Also reported from Ashtead, Box Hill, Epsom Common, 
Headley and Old Malden. 


GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. Locustella n. noevia (Bodd.). 
Denham, heard on 24th July (W.R.P.). 

Cuffley, heard on 28th April (A.R.S.). 

Ruishp, fledglings seen on 18th August (W.R.P.). 


Reported as usual from Ashtead, Bookham and Epsom Commons, 
and Walton Heath. 


Pam 
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DartTFORD WARBLER. Sylvia undata dartfordiensis Lath. 

S. Nested again in locality A (c.f. previous reports) where eight pairs 
were definitely located in the breeding-season. At locality B no 
birds were seen after 25th February. At the third locality men- 
tioned in the 1937 Report one bird was seen on 1st December. The 
bird which appeared in Richmond Park on 19th December 1937 was 
last seen on 4th February by W.L.C. 


Britisu Sonc-TurusH. Turdus e. ericetorum Turton. 

S. Ewell, two nests, with young and eggs, on 30th April had no mud 
lining, probably owing to drought (R.S.R.F.). Fetcham, a young 
bird, just able to fly, on 19th October (H.J.B.). Walton Heath, a 
nest with two eggs on ground in dead bracken on 18th April 
(P.W.E.C.). 


GREENLAND WHEATEAR. Oenanthe oe. leucorrhoa (Gm.). 
S. Beddington S.F., one on 8th May (G.E.M.) was watched tegether 
with Common Wheatears. 


WauincHat. Sazxicola r. rubetra (L.). 

E. Bred at Chigwell S.F., King George Res., and Sewardstone 

(W.A.W.). Romford S.F., about three pairs resident (H.B.F.). 

Rye House, a pair on 26th June (E.R.P.). 

Sandy lodges bred (G.H.). 

Leaves Green, a male singing on 15th ins (R.S.R.F.). Elmers 

End S.F., noted on autumn passage (G.E.M.). 

M. Eastcote, two. pairs bred (W.R.P.). Scratch Wood, male singing 
on 29th May, but nesting not proved (W.D.M.). Wraysbury, a 
family party on 25th June (D.A.T.M.). 

S. Bookham Common, one pair in breeding-season (J.S.W.). Epsom 
Common, a pair on 22nd May (R.S.R.F.). Molesey, two pairs with 
fledgling young at Island Barn Res., on 2nd July, and a nest with 
four young at West Molesey Res. on 9th July (P.W.E.C.). Richmond 
Park, two pairs believed to have nested (C.L.C.). | Reported on 
spring passage at Barn Elms and Mitcham Common, and on autumn 
passage at Mitcham, Beddington, and Wimbledon. 


Repstart. Phoenicurus p. phoenicurus (L.). 

B. Black Park, a pair on 18th June (D.A.1T.M.). 

E. Epping Forest, W.G.E. saw a pair feeding young on 3rd July, 
and W.A.W. recorded a family party on 2nd August, but A.R.S. 
considers that the species was scarce. King George Res., a female 
or immature bird seen in a garden from 28th October to Ist 
November (A.R.S.). 

M. Bushy Park, bred as usual. Ruislip, a female on 12th May (W.R.P.). 

S. A decrease in nesting pairs in Richmond Park (C.L.C.) Also 
reported from Ham Common on 14th April (F.R.M.), Headley 
Heath on 30th April (J:S.W.),° Burwood Park on 30th April 
(P.A.D.H.), Wimbledon Common on 4th August (J.B.), and Walton 
Heath on 9th October (H.B.). 
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Buack Repstart. Phoenicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis (Gm.). 

M. oe S.F., a male on 8th May (E.M., R.W.P.; see also B.B., 
KKM. LQ): St John’s Biced: a male stayed for 23 hours on 22nd 
June CH. M.R.K.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a male on 23rd March (E.G.P.). Beddington S.F., 
three, apparently an adult male, an immature male and a female, 
from 10th December (C.B.A.) to the end of the year (many 
observers). Molesey, a female at Island Barn Res. on 26th March 


(P.W.E.C.). 


NIGHTINGALE. Luscinia m. megarhyncha Brehm. 
The following notes are included on account of the paucity of notes 
received for this species from Kent :— 

K. Blackheath, one singing in a garden in Shooters Hill Road on 22nd 
April (Country. Life, 18.6.38). Farnborough district, fairly well 
distributed (H.R.G.). Hayes, probably bred (G.E.M.). 


Martin. Delichon wu. urbica (L.). 

M. Highgate, bred in Chester Road in 1937 (W.N.P.). Wembley Park, 
two nests in 1938 (R.W.H.). Hendon, breeds in Sunny Gardens 
Road (D.W.). Hayes, one pair bred over a shop (D.A.T.M.). It 
would be interesting to know in what numbers this species nests 
in built-up areas. 

After strong winds in the first few days of October large numbers 
of Swallows, Martins, and Sand-Martins were seen. At Beddington 
S.F., about 100 Sand-Martins were present on 9th October, and 
about this date several were found drowned in the settling-tanks, 
while on the 27th a House-Martin was rescued from them alive. 
On the 16th G.B. estimated that there were several thousand 
House-Martins, but by this date there were only three Swallows and 
about 10 Sand-Martins left. 


Swirt. Apus a. apus (L.). 

E. Chingford, four pairs bred in derelict houses (E.M.). 

M. Bush Hill Park, two pairs at nesting-site on 5th May (P.J.H.). 
Islington, two pairs nested (W.N.P.). Mull Hill, breeds in old farm 
buildings at Copt Hall (D.W.). St John’s Wood, seen regularly 
from 14th May up to August (H.M.R.K.). 

S. Breeding reported from Norwood (40-50 pairs), Putney (1 pair), and 
Richmond (3 pairs +). Further breeding notes from built-up areas 
would be welcome. Fetcham, large migration, °890-1000, on 28th 
May (H.J.B.). 


NigHTJAR. Caprimulgus e. europoeus L. 
Present in breeding season in Epping Forest, and at Cutfley and 
Ruislip. 

K. Hayes, one pair probably bred (G.E.M.). 

M. Hampstead Heath, one seen and heard on 5th June . M.). 

S. Burwood Park, a pair on 23rd June (P.A.D.H.). Epsom Common, 
at least three, and possibly four, pairs (R.C.H., W.D.P.). 
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Wryneck. Jynzx t. torquilla L. 

M. Northwood, one on Ist May (G.H.). 

S. Reported from Ashtead (two pairs, J.S.W.), Tadworth (H.B.), Ewell 
and Limpsfield (R.S.R.F.). 


SHORT-EARED Own. Asio f. flammeus (Pontopp.). 
E. Rainham marshes, one on 11th December (W.G.E.). 
S. Richmond Park, one on 29th (D.A.R.) and 30th October (F.R.M.). 


WHITE-BREASTED Barn Own. Tyto a. alba (Scop.). 


E. Romford S.F., seen several times (H.B.F.). Sewardstonebury, one 
on Ist May (S.J). ; 

Colney Heath, one on 10th April (A.R.S.). 

Arbrook Common, one seen on 18th September (K.P.K.). Epsom, 
two on 13th July (W.D.P.).. Ham Common, a frequent visitor to 
garden and common (I*.R.M.). Wimbledon, one flying along Bushey 
Road on 4th October (R. W. Hayman, Journal Wimbledon N.H.S., 
January 1939, p. 12). 


Ce. jae 


PEREGRINE Fatcon. Falco p. peregrinus Tunst. 


M. Staines Res., one on 2nd (G.C.L., A.H.M., D.A.T.M_, C_AOW:) and 
30th January (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and one flew over northwards on 
10th September (D.A.T.M.). 

S. Mickleham, one on 30th January. Limpsfield, one on 6th March 
(P.W.H.C.). 


Hossy. Falco s, subbuteo L. 


S. One was seen in the Surrey section of the area on 12th June. 


Merun. Falco columbarius oesalon Tunst. 
M. Staines Res., one on 15th April (D.A.T.M.). 


Common Buzzarp. Buteo b. buteo (L.). 

M. Kew Bridge, of two birds seen over north end of bridge on 20th 
March one was definitely identified as this species (R. Preston 
Donaldson, Times, 23.3.38). 


CoMMOoN Heron. Ardea c. cinerea lL. 


E. There were 56 occupied nests at Walthamstow Res. (R.W.P.) and 
14 at Wanstead Park (per W. B. Aiexander) as compared with 51 
and 17 respectively in 1987. 

M. Although groups of this species are common at the reservoirs a 
party of 53 at Littleton on 15th August (A.H.M.) seems worthy of 
record. 

S. Battersea Park, three on 19th November, apparently a regular 
morning visitor (E.M.N.). Galton Park, 15 birds on 20th March, 
two pairs nested (G. Wand Piercy), Hersham, seven occupied nests 
(P.A.D.H.). Richmond Park, 52 or 53 occupied nests, all in 
Spanish chestnuts (C.L.C., A.H.M.). 
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Bittern. Botaurus s. stellaris (L.), 


M. Ruislip Res., one flushed at close quarters on 3lst December 
(R.W.H., C.C.R.). 


PINK-FOOTED Goose. Anser brachyrhynchus Baillon, 


S. Barn Elms Res., three on 27th and 30th December (A.I°.W.). Bed- 
dington S.F., a party of 10 was seen by P.W.E.C. on 23rd Decem- 
ber and probably left on the morning of the 24th. One which had 
been shot on the 22nd was seen in the flesh by P.W.E.C., who was 
told that there had been a party of 7, probably different birds. (See 
also B.B., xxxil, p. 307.) The birds at Barn Elms were very tame 
and may have been escapes, but the weather was very severe at 
the time and there is no reason to suppose that the birds at Bed- 
dington were not wild ones. 


GREY GEESE. 


IK. Beckenham, a party of five flew S.W. over Barnmead Road at 9 
a.m. on 25th December (G.E.M.). 


Canava Goose. Branta canadensis (L.). 


S. Barn Elms, two on 15th April (D.A.T.M.), also present on 26th 
April (W.R.P.). Gatton Park, exists in feral state, having first 
appeared in 1929 or 1930. Numbers have reached about 200 in 
winter, but for the past three years eggs have been destroyed to 
keep down the number, and about March 1938 nearly all left. In 
May only 12 remained (G. Wand Piercy). 


Brent Goose. Branta bernicla. (? subspecies). 

S. Molesey, a party of 8 stayed, preening and washing, for about 50 
minutes at Island Barn Res. at mid-day on 17th December. The 
weather was very cold at the time, and snow was widespread fur- 
ther north (P.W.E.C., see also B.B., xxxii, p. 307). 


Suetp-Duckx. Tadorna tadorna (..). 

E. Walthamstow Res., one on Banbury on 38rd September (E.T.N.). 

M. Brent Res., one on 4th November (W.D.M.), Staines Res., three 
on 6th and 13th February (C.A.W.), up to five from 10th April to 
Ist May (G.C.L., and others), four on 14th August and seven on 
10th and 11th September (G.C.L., A.H.M., C.A.W.). These figures 
include the bird which was first seen in October 1932 and has since 
been seen regularly up to 19th November 1938 (A.H.M.). 


GaDWALL. Anas strepera L. 


‘K. Beckenham, a female in Kelsey Park on 4th September (A.J.R.). 

M. R. Thames, a pair near Westminster Bridge on 9th June, and five 
in King’s Reach on 17th August (R.S.R.F.); at Isleworth, a pair 
in January and a male on 24th December (W. H. Marriott). 
Hampstead and Highgate ponds, a male on 22nd October (W.B.W.). 
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S. Battersea Park, a full-winged male in April (E.M.N.). Barn Elms 
Res., up to eight seen throughout the year by many observers; one 
pair bred and reared six young (G.C.L., C.A.W.). Beddington 
farm pond, a pair bred and reared four young (C.B.A., G.B.). 
Lonsdale Road Res., a male and three females on 14th November 
(A.F.W.). West Molesey Res., four on 12th March (H.M.R.K.). 

Records of this species have been included in full, but we must 
emphasise that full-winged birds are reared in St James’s Park, 
and that some, if not all, the records, are probably due to this fact. 


Tran. Anas c. crecca L. 


E. King George Res., 122 on 17th December (W.A.W.). 

M. Ruislip Res., a Brood of six young on 24th July (W.R.P., C. xe W.). 

S. Maxima recorded! Barn Elms, six on 20th and 23rd (ieeunee 
(W.R.P.). Beddington, 35 on 26th November (G.E.M.). Island 
Barn Res., Molesey, about 240 on 8th January, 412 (247 m., 165 f.) 
on 5th February, about 250 on 9th March, falling to 67 on 19th 
April, 62 on 15th October, rising with fluctuations to 206 on 17th 
December (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, ten on 11th November 
(M.H.B., W.L.C.). West Molesey Res., 28 on 8th January 
(P.W.E.C.). 


GARGANEY. Anas querquedula: lL. 


M. Ruislip Res., a male from 7th (W.R.P.) to 13th March (R.W.H.). 
See also! BeBe. Xxxiee peo 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, two males and a female on 9th April 
(P.W.E.C.). 


WiGcrEoN. Anas penelope L. 


H. Colney Street, about six on R. Colne on 6th February (E.R.P.). 

M./S. R. Thames, a male at Chiswick on 26th December (E.M.N.), 
and about 12 near Lonsdale Road on 28th and 29th December 
(G.D.E.). 


M. Ruislip Res., a pair on 12th and 13th March (R.W.H., W.R.P.). 
S. Barn Elms Res., a male on 2list April (G.C.L.) and from 22nd 


November to 3lst December. Beddington Lane ponds, three on 
19th February (G.E.M.). Maximum at Island Barn Res., Molesey, 
17 on 17th December, and at West Molesey Res., 20 on 5th March 
(P.W.E.C.). 
E.H. Also reported from King George and Walthamstow Res. (4 on 
- 28th December), Leytonstone and Hamper Mill. 


Pintart. Anas a. acuta L. 

M. Chiswick, a male on R. Thames on 26th December (E.M.N.). 
Ruislip Res., a female on 13th January (W.R.P.). Staines Res., 
a pair on 22nd (A.H.M., C.A.W.) and 29th May (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 
Southgate, a male reported by S8.G.P. on 20th February is said 
to have been there some time and is believed to be an ‘‘ escape.’’ 
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S. Brooklands S.F., a pair on 15th April (R.C.H.). Island Barn Res.., 
Molesey, a female on 17th December (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, 
a male on 19th November (C.L.C.). 


SHoveter. Spatula clypeata (L.). 

B. Langley S.F., a female on 23rd April (D.A.T.M.). 

E. King George Res., a male on 27th December (F.J.J., W.A.W.). 

M. Littleton Res., about 50 on 26th August (S.A.), 49 on 22nd October, 
18 on 19th November and 16 on 17th December (W.E.G.). Staines 
Res., numbers in first quarter varied up to 35+ on 4th March, then 
fell to 15 on 10th April (C.A.W.), one on Ist and 29th May (G.C.L.), 
57 on 24th September (C.B.A.), 20 on 22nd October (A.H.M.), then 
a maximum of 8 for the rest of the year, 

S. Barn Elms Res., a male on 26th March (D.A.T.M., E.G.P.), a female 
on 16th August (G.C.L.) and two on 12th October (E.G.P.). Miut- 
cham junction gravel-pits, six on 22nd October (C.B.A.). Richmond 
Park, a male on 27th March (C.L.C.). On spring passage numbers 
reached 7 at West Molesey on 26th March, while there were 17 on 
this date at Island Barn Res., where there was a maximum of 23 on 
19th April. <A few stayed into May at both localities (P.W.E.C.). 


Common PocHarp. Nyroca f. fermna (L.). 

M. Staines Res., from ten on 26th June there was the usual increase 
to 173 on 16th July (A.H.M.) and a maximum of 407 on 28th August 
(G.C.L.). The species also appeared at Walthamstow Res. on 13th 
June when there were 14 males. Other localities as usual. Osterley 
Park, one pair bred (C.A.W.). 

S. Returned to several localities in June, but no large flocks reported 
before the severe weather in December, when there were 111 at Barn 
Elms on the 17th. On the 29th A.H.M. counted 461, and G.D.E. 
estimated that there were over 600. 


[Ferrueinous Duck. Nyroca n. nyroca (Guild). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a pair seen by G.C.L. on 17th July had probably 
come from St James’s Park, where the same observer saw a brood 
of seven young on 28th June. ] 


Scauep. Nyrvca m. marila (L.). 

E. Walthamstow Res., three males and a female on 28th and 3lst 
December (W.A.W.). 

M. Ruislip Res., a female on 8th January (W.R.P.). Staines Res., a 
female on 13th February, 13th March, and three on 3rd (G.C.L.), 
one on 10th and three on 28th April (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and one on 
Ist May (G.C.L.). 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, a drake on 19th April (P.W.E.C.). 


GoLDENEYE. Bucephala c. clangula (I..). 

E. King George Res., a male on 29th January (J.H.G.P.) and two on 
5th March (J.H.G.P., W.A.W.), one to three from 24th November 
to the end of year (A.R.S.). Walthamstow Res., two on 28th and 
3lst December (W.A.W.). 
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Cheshunt, a male on Boyer’s Lake on 19th November (A.R.S.). 
Stone, an adult male on 27th December (E.H.G.). 


M./S. R. Thames, three males and a female opposite Chiswick Eyot 


M. 


from 25th to 29th December (G.D.E., E.M.N., W.R.P.). 

Hampton Res., one on 19th November (R.S.R.F.). Littleton Res., 
two on 17th December (W.E.G.). Ruislip Res., two brown-headed 
birds on 26th February (R.W.H.). Staines Res., maxima winter 
1937-8 were seven in January, 20 in February (G.C.L., A.H.M.), 33 
in March on 13th, then after falling to 12 on 3rd numbers rose to 
35 on 10th April, 18 staying until lst May (C.A.W.), one on 3rd 
July (A.H.M.); from Ist October not more than 12 until 17th Decem- 
ber when there were 21 (A.H.M. and others). 

Barn Elms Res., one on 10th November (W.R.P.), two on 17th 
(D.A.T.M.) and one from 20th to 29th December (W.R.P., A.F.W.). 
Lonsdale Rd. Res., one to four, including three males, from 24th 
to 3lst December (several observers). Richmond Park, one on 17th 
December (C.L.C., D.A.R., J.A.W.). Island Barn Res., Molesey, 
four drakes on 8th January, two on 5th February, and two to three 
from 3rd December to the end of the year (P.W.E.C.). West 
Molesey Res., seen up to 19th April, maximum 15 on two occasions; 
three drakes appeared on 18th June and were going into eclipse by 
7th July; six were seen on 19th November, maximum 11 on 28th 
December (P.W.E.C., and others). 


Lone-TaAILED Duck. Clangula hyemalis (L.). 


M. 


Staines Res., the birds first seen in September 1937 (L.B.Rt., 1937, 
p. 13) stayed throughout the winter, three being seen on 10th 
(C.A.W.) and one on 24th April (G.C.L., A.R.S., C.A.W.); one from 
Ist October to the end of the year (A.H.M., and others). 

West Molesey Res., a female or immature male from 27th January 
(J.B.) to 2nd April (P.W.E.C., R.C.H., D.A.T.M.): On t9thear 
at Island Barn Res., P.W.E.C. saw one which was probably the same 
bird, being in similar plumage. It was not one of the three birds 
from Staines as all four were seen on 30th January by R.C.H. and 
H. H. Davis (see also B.B., xxxi, p. 335). On 5th February P.W.E.C. 
timed five dives in 25 feet of water, obtaining an average of 54.7 
seconds (maximum 62; minimum 49). 


ComMMON Scoter. Ordemia n. nigra (L.). 


M. 


Ruislip Res., a pair on 14th July (W.R.P.). Staines Res., four on 
3lst July (G.C.L., C.A.W.) and two on 2nd and Sth August 
(A.H.M.). 

Barn Elms Res., two on 21st April (G.C.L.) and an adult drake on 
27th and 28th September (EK.G.P.). 


GoosanperR. Mergus m. merganser L. 


EK. 


Connaught Water, 12 on 23rd and 5 on 28th February (IF .J.J.). 
King George Res., seen up to 4th April, maximum 14 (A.R.S., and 
others), a male on 10th and nine on 17th December (W.A.W.). Wal- 


K. 
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thamstow Res., maximum in early part of year nine on 23rd January 
(E.T.N.); 41 on 28th (W.A.W.) and 18 on 3lst December (H.A.P.). 
Elstree Res., one on 22nd January (J.D.D.). 

Dartford, two red-headed birds from 24th to 27th December 
(E.H.G.). | 


. Bushy Park, up to 12 in early mornings in January (E.W.P., 


J.E.R.). Kempton Res., six on 17th December (P.A.D.H.). Little- 
ton Res., one on 22nd October and two on 17th December (W.E.G.). 
Ruislip Res., two on 20th December (W.R.P.). Staines Res., from 


45 on 2nd January (A.H.M.) numbers rose to 110 on 26th February 


(H.M.R.K.); 15 still present on 10th (C.A.W.), two staying until 
18th April (A.H.M.); one on 22nd October (A.H.M.) gradually ris- 
ing to 26 on llth, then sharp increase to 87 on 17th and about 
100 on 28th December (several observers). 

Barn Elms Res., one to two in December increasing to ten on 30th 
and 24 on 3lst (many observers). Lonsdale Rd. Res., one on 31st 
December (C.B.A., C.A.W.). Richmond Park, maximum 44 on 4th 
January (W.E.G.). Island Barn Res., Molesey, seen up to 19th 


April, maximum 38 on 26th March then only a few; up to six from 


3rd December to end of vear (P.W.E.C.). West Molesey Res., 128 
(15 adult males) on 8th January falling to 46 on 12th March, then 
a few till 2nd April; one on 22nd October, but few until 17th Decem- 
ber when there were 20. On the 28th there were 184 (44 adult males) 
and 121 (30 adult males) on the 31st (P.W.E.C.). 


RED-BREASTED MrrGANSER. Meryus serrator L. 


S. 


West Molesey Res., four red-headed birds on 28th and one on 31st 
December (P.W.E.C., see also B.B., xxxu1, p. 307). 


Smew. Mergus albellus hh. 


E. 


K. 


King George Res., two on 27th December (F.J.J., W.A.W.). Wal- 
thamstow Res., one on 15th January (K.T.N.) and four on 4th 
(J.H.G.P.) and Sth February (W.A.W.), ten on 28th (F.J.J., 
W.A.W.) and twenty in flight on 31st December (E.T.N.), 

Elstree Res., one on 9th January (J.D.D.). 

Dartford, 12 red-headed birds on 24th and 20, including three adult 
males, on 27th December (H.H.G.). 


. Chiswick, one on R. Thames on 26th December (K.M.N.). Hampton 


Res., one on 17th December (P.A.D.H.). Kensington Gardens, one 
on 20th December (G.C...) and three on the Serpentine on 24th and 
two on 25th December (A.H.M.). Staines Res., one to three on 
various dates up to 13th February (several observers), two on 8th 
December (J.A.W.), one on 17th (A.H.M.), five on 25th, two on 
27th (C.A.W.) and on 28th (J.A.W.). 

Barn Elms Res., two on 38rd and six on 4th and 5th February; seen 
from 17th to 3lst December, maximum nine on 31st (many observers). 
Beddington Farm pond, two from 25th to 3lst December (many ob- 
servers). Lonsdale Rd. Res., seen up to 8th March (A.H.M.), maxi- 
mum 20 (6 a.m.) on 28th February (E.G.P.); from 17th to 31st 


18 THE LONDON BIRD REPORT. 


December, maximum 14 (5 a.m.) on 3lst (many observers). West 
Molesey Res., 43 on 5th (J.B.) rising to 60 (22 a.m.) on 22nd 
January, then 38 (9 a.m.) on 5th February, a few remaining till 
12th March; two on 3rd December rising to 13 on 17th and to 117 
(82 a.m.) on the 28th. On the 31st there were 54, including 14 
a.m. (P.W.E.C., and others). The flock of 117 is the largest that 
has been seen in the area. 


CorMOoRANT. Phalacrocoraz c. carbo (I..). 


There are records from over Epping Forest, King George and Wal- 
thamstow Reservoirs, the River Thames, Barn Elms and Molesey 
Reservoirs. Maximum number of birds was five in three localities 
and period was from October to April, except for an immature bird 
which stayed at Molesey until 18th June. 


Suac. Phalacrocorazr a. aristotelis (L.). 


M. Ruislip Res., five alighted and fished on 24th April (W.R.P.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 4th and 5th February (G.C.L., A.H.M., and 
others, see also B.B., xxxi, p. 335), 

M./S. R. Thames, Barnes Bridge to Chiswick, one on 14th January 
(W.R.P.), four on 24th February (A.H.M.), one on 8th and two 
on 12th (W.R.P.) and on 19th March (R.W.H.), one on 4th April 
(G.C.L.) and two on 29th December (W.R.P.). 


GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Podiceps c. cristatus (L.). 


E. Dagenham sand-pit, bred and two young seen, Chadwell Heath 
sand-pit, attempted to breed (H.B.F.). Sewardstone gravel-pit, 
bred as usual (W.A.W.). 

H. Elstree Res., of three eggs laid by one pair one egg at least was 
destroyed by a coot (G. R. Mountfort, B.B., xxx, p. 158). Hamper 
Mill, 16 adults and six young on Ist August (G.H.). 

M. Osterley Park, one pair reared three young (C.A.W.). 

S. Bred as usual at Beddington Lane ponds (one pair, C.B.A.), Mit- 
cham junction gravel-pits (two pairs, C.B.A., G.B.), and Richmond 
Park (two pairs, C.L.C.). 


SLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus (L.). 

E. King George Res., one on 27th December (F.J.J., W.A.W.). Wal- 
thamstow Res., one from 12th February (J.H.G.P.) to 5th March 
(E.T.N., and others); one on 28th December (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 27th (C.B.A., A.H.M., C.A.W.) and 28th 
December (A.H.M., J.A.W.). 


RED-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps g. griseigena (Bodd.). 
E. Walthamstow Res., one on 8th, two on 22nd (E.T.N.) and one on 
30th October (E.T.N., H.A.P.). 


S. Barn Elms Res., one from 23rd December (W.R.P.) to the end of 
the year. 
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'BLACK-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps n, nigricollis Brehm. 


EK. Walthamstow Res., one on 28th (F.J.J.. W.A.W.) and 3lst Decem- 
ber (W.A.W.). 

H. Elstree Res., one on 24th January (H.M.R.K.). 

M. Staines Res., one from Ist to 28th April (A.H.M., and others), one 
on 6th August (C.A.W.) and one to four from Ist to 18th September 
(many observers) and two on 30th September and 12th October 
(J.A.W.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one from 5th (G.C.L.) to 29th September (D.A.T.M.). 


GREAT NORTHERN Diver. Colymbus immer Briinn. 

M. Staines Res., one from 11th December (G.C.L., A.H.M.) to the end 
of the year. It seems probable that this was the bird last seen at 
Molesey on 10th December. 

S. One at Island Barn Res., on 19th (P.W.E.C.), and at West Molesey 
on 27th November (P.A.D.H.). On 3rd December P.W.E.C. saw one 
at Island Barn Res. in the morning but not later, while in the after- 
noon both he and R.C.H. saw one at West Molesey. On the 10th 
P.W.E.C. saw it again at West Molesey for the last time. 


Rep-tuRoatep Diver. Colymbus stellatus Pontopp. 

K. King George Res., one on 20th January (A.R.S.). Walthamstow 
Res., one on 9th April (E.T.N.) and on 28th (F.J.J., W.A.W.) and 
31st Deceinber (E.T.N.). 

M. Staines Res., one seen with the great northern diver on 20th Decem- 
ber (W.R.P.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one was seen on 20th December by A.F.W. and one 
was found dead by the same observer on the 30th. 


RincED Puover. Charadrius h. hiaticula L. 

EK. Romford S.F., small parties of about six on 13th November 1937, 
eight on 15th, seven on 22nd and 11 on 29th January, four on 14th 
and 24 on 21st August, 27 on 4th September, 35 on 29th October and 
one on 6th November (H.B.F.). Walthamstow Res., one on 13th 
and 28th August and four on 3rd September (E.T.N.). 

M. Brent Res., five on 12th March (W.D.M.) and one on 10th April 
(R.S.R.F.). Ruislip Res., one juvenile on 19th July (W.R.P.). 
Staines Res., present from 14th August (G.C.L.) to 25th September, 
maximum 13 on 2ist August (C.A.W.); five on 22nd October 
(A.H.M.). : 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on Sth July (W.R.P.) and 6th August 
(D.A.T.M.). Molesey, one flew over Island Barn Res., on 7th May, 
and one was on bed of empty reservoir at West Molesey on 27th 
August (P.W.E.C.). 


GOLDEN PtLover. Charadrius apricarius (? subspecies). 

E. Abridge, 400+ on 3rd December (J.H.G.P.). Little Warley, 15 on 
18th December (R.S.R.F.). North Weald, about 50 on 23rd January 
(R.C.H., D.A.T.M.) and 150+ on the aerodrome on 4th December 
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(W.G.E.). Romford S.F., five on 24th April, and one on 6th August 
(H.B.F.). Sewardstone, 20+ on 23rd January (W.A.W.), 40 on 
21st November (A.R.S.) and eight on 18th December (W.A.W.). 
Waltham Marsh, about 40 present on most visits up to 4th May 
CASES): 

Kk. Keston, one near Holwood on 9th March (H.R.G.). 

M. Staines Moor, about 100 on 14th February (S.A.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 19th (A.H.M.) and one flew in from the 
east on 23rd December (W.R.P.). Beddington S.F., two on 5th 
March (C.B.A., W.W.T.), and one on 25th (L.P.) and 31st Decem- 
ber (G.B.). Brooklands S.F., one on 23rd April (R.C.H.). Rich- 
mond Park, one flying south with flock of 20 lapwings on 18th 
December (D.A.R.). Wimbledon Common, 13 flying over on 18th 
December (J.A.W.). 


GREY PLover. Squatarola s. squatarola (UL.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 19th October (A.H.M.) and four flew over on 
12th November (D.A.T.M.). 


Rurr. Philomachus pugnaz (L.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 24th April (G.C.L., A.R.S.), and two on 6th 
September (D, Gunn). 

S. Beddington S.F., one feeding on a flooded ploughed field with lap- 
wings on 27th and 28th August (G.B.). - Brooklands S.F., a male 
on 13th March (E.M.C.), two males, one of which had head, neck, 
throat and belly white, with just a few grey flecks on the throat, 
on 23rd April (R.C.H.). West Molesey Res., two males and a female 
on 27th August (P.W.E.C.). 


SANDERLING. Crocethia alba (Pall.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 30th July (C.A.W )y two on llth (E.M.C.) and 
one on 12th September (C.A.W.). 


Kwort. Calidris c, canutus (1.). 

M. Staines Res., one from 8th (A.H.M.) to 12th September (C.A.W. 
and other observers). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 20th (W.R.P.) and nine on 22nd December 
(W.G.E.); a dead bird which was picked up at the reservoirs has 
been identified and is now in the Society’s collection. 


Larptanp Dunuin. Calidris a. alpina (L.). 

M. South Kensington, one picked up dead on 29th December in grounds 
of Natural History Museum was identified by G.C.L. as this sub- 
species. 


Dunun. Calidris alpina (? subspecies). . 

E. King George Res., one on 16th July (W.A.W.) and on 27th Decem- 
ber (F.J.J., W.A.W.). Romford S.F., a large flock on 15th and 
29th January, three on 4th September, and two on 29th October 
(HBA): 
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M. Brent Res., one on 5th May (R.W.H.). Littleton Res., one on 26th 
August (S.A.) and on 26th December (P.A.D.H.). Ruislip Res., ten 
on 20th and two on 21st December (W.R.P.). Staines Moor, two 
on 38rd April (G.C.L.). Staines Res., one on 17th July (C.A.W.), 
seven on 2nd (J.A.W.), 12 on 4th (G.C.L., C.A.W.), seven on 6th 
(G.C.L.) and one on 11th September (R.E.W.), two on 30th October 
(D.A.T.M.) and one on 12th November (G.D.E.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on 9th May (W.R.P.) and 1st August (A.H.M.), 
one to three from 17th to 20th August (A.H.M., W.R.P., P.T.), and 
one from 17th to 29th September (C.B.A., W.G.E., E.G.P.); a second 
bird was seen by D.A.T.M. on the last date. The cold weather in 
December brought numbers varying from six to eleven between 19th 
and 31st (many observers), with an exceptional flock of 32 on the 
23rd (W.R.P.). On. 26th December K.M.N. saw a party of 20 feed- 
ing on the Thames shore opposite Chiswick. Beddington S.F., two 
on 24th December (G.B.). Brooklands S.F., three on 23rd April 
(R.C.H.). Molesey, one at Island Barn Res., on 6th August and 
19th November and one at the sewage farm on 22nd October. At 
West Molesey Res., on 3lst December, one stayed for a short time 
(P.W.E.C.). 


CuRLEW-SANpDPIPER. Calidris testacea (Pall.). 


S. Richmond Park, one on 23rd October (A.R.S., see also B.B., xxxui, 
p. 239). 


LittLte Stint. Calidris minuta (Leisl.). 
M. Staines Res., one on 4th and 18th September (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 


ComMMOoN SaANpvPIPER. Tringa hypoleucos IL. 


EK. Walthamstow Res., one was seen on three dates in February 
(E.T.N., H.A.P., A.R.S.) and on 13th November, 3rd and 3lst 
December (K.T.N.). 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, one on 15th October, 19th November, 
and 28th and 3lst December (P.W.E.C.). Normal passage dates 
will be summarised in the next report. 


Woop-Sanppreer. Tringa glareola L. 
M. Staines Moor, one on 11th June (A.H.M.). 


GREEN SANDPIPER. Tvringa ochropus IL. 


E. Chigwell S.F., one or two from 24th October 1937 (Z.B.R., 1937, 
p. 19) to 20th March (R.McK.S., W.A.W.), and one on 22nd May. 
R. Roding, near Buckhurst Hill, one on 23rd October (H.G.). Rom- 
ford S.F., one on 15th and 29th January, and 25th June, three cn 
13th and one on 14th and 25th August and 8th October (H.B.F.). 
Walthamstow Res., one on 10th January (A.R.S.) and 5th March 
(R:C.H., D.AcT.M.). 

H. Hamper Mill, three or four on 24th July (G.H.) and one on 20th 
August (S.A., G.H.). 
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Eynsford, one on R. Darent on 24th April (H.G., R.C.H., G.E.M.). 
Brent Res., two on 21st July (H.M.R.K.) Staines Moor, two cn 
23rd July (W.G.E.). Staines Res., one on 21st August (G.U.L., 
ACH: Ma ACH awe): 

Beddington S.F., one on 23rd April (©: B-A4., “G:B> Weieee 
Brooklands S.F., one on 23rd April (R.C.H.) and on 3rd (C.A.W.) 
and 4th September (E.M.C.). Epsom Common, one on 4th May 
(F.W.B.). Island Barn Res., Molesey, one on 19th November 
(P.W.E.C.). Leatherhead. one on R. Mole on Ist September (P.T., 
C.W.). Oxted brook, one on 19ih June and 3rd July (G.W.C.). 


British RepsHank. Tringa totanus britannica Mathews. 
Recorded in breeding-season at Erith Marshes (at least 16 pairs), Bed- 


dington, Romford and other sewage farms, Lea and Roding valleys. 
Reports from other localities during May may indicate breeding 
and full information on status is requested by the British Trust for 
Ornithology. Noted on passage in many localities, especially in 
late March and early April. 


SpotrED REpDSHANK. Tringa erythropus (Pall.). 


M. 


S. 


Brent Res., two on 11th September were seen by W.D.M., who 
noted the characteristic call and sends us a good description of 


plumage. : 
Barn Elms Res., one on Ist September (G.C.L.). 


GREENSHANK. Tringa nebularia (Gunn.). 


King George Res., one on 22nd April (A.R.S.). 
Cheshunt, one at Boyer’s Lake on 22nd April, two miles north of 
K.G.R., and six hours later than the bird seen there (A.R.S.). 


. Littleton Res., one on 26th August (S.A.). Northwood, one flew 


south on 15th August (G.H.). Ruislip Res., one on 5th and 7th 
August (W.R.P.). Staines Res., one to four seen regularly from 
7th August to 18th September (G.C.L., A.H.M., and other obser- 
vers); one on 2nd October (A.F.W.). Also noted on Staines Moor 
on 28th August and 4th September. 

Brooklands S.F., one from 3rd to 10th September (E.M.C., C.A.W.). 
Richmond Park, three flew south on 23rd September (W.L.C.). 
West Molesey Res., three on 27th August (P.W.E.C.). Worcester 
Park, one flew over on 5th September (F.W.B.). 


CurRLEW. Numenius a. arquata (L.). 


EK. 


K. 
M. 


King George Res., one on 17th December. Sewardstone, one on 
15th April (W.A.W.). Woodford Green, several flying west at 11.30 
p.m. on 23rd August (R.McK.S.). 

Beckenham, heard flying over at night on 7th July (G.E.M.). 
Staines Res., eight flew towards south-east on 25th August 
(A.F.W.). 

Ashtead, a few heard flying over at 9.80 p.m. on 20th July (J.S.W.). 
Island Barn S.F., Molesey, four flew in’ from N.W., circled over, 
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and then flew off S.W. on 9th April (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, 
one or more flying N.E. and calling on 9th July (D.A.R.). Others 
were reported in the Daily Telegraph as seen at Hampton and 
Blackheath on the same day. 


Wurmpret. Numenius p. phoeopus (L.). 
S. Barn Elms Res., one on 28rd April (G.C.L.). Beddington S.F., one 
mobbed by a Lapwing on 14th August (C.B.A.). 


Jack SNIPE. Lymnocryptes minimus (Briinn.), 

E. Chigwell S.F., one to four up to lst May (R.McK.S. and others). 
Sewardstone, one on 20th March (R.McK.S.). 

K. Elmers End S.F., one on 6th February (G.H.M.). 

M. Brent Res., one on 9th October (W.D.M.). Ruislip Res., one to 
three up to 12th March (R.W.H., W.R.P., C.A.W.). Staines Moor, 
one on 6th January (C.A.W.). 

S. Beddington S.F., one on 9th January (G.B.), 2nd April (P.W.R.), 
and 23rd (P.W.E.C.) and 25th December (L.P.). 


Wooncock. Scolopazx r. rusticola L. 

K. Hayes, four shot and two more seen on Ist, and one shot on 15th 
and 20th January (G.E.M.). 

M. Bushy Park, wintered 1937/8 and first seen winter 1938/9 on 10th 
December (J.E.R.). 

S. Earlsfield, one found on 20th December was sent to the Zoo, which 
also received a second bird from South London on the 24th 
(J.M.M.F.). Epsom Common, one on 6th April (J.S.W.). Ham 
Common, one on 13th November (F.R.M.). Mickleham, one on 
27th February (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, one on 11th 
(S.P.W.C.), 25th and 26th December (D.A.R.). 


Buack Tern. Chlidonias n. niger (L.). 

M. Staines Res., seven immature birds seen at close range on 25th 
September (C.A.W.). 

S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, one on 19th November, and West Mole- 
sey Res., two on 27th August (P.W.E.C.). 


Sanpwicu Tern. Sterna s. sandvicensis Lath. 
S. Barn Elms Res., one on 27th August and 8th October (A.H.M.). 


ComMon Tern. Sterna h. hirundo L. : 

E. King George Res., one, probably this species, on 21st May (W.A.W.). 
Walthamstow Res., one on 29th May (E.T.N.), and one, believed to 
be this species, on 9th October (H.A.P.). 

M. Staines Res., one of a party of six Terns on 2!st was definitely iden- 
tified by several observers as hirundo and A.F.W. reports one on 
23rd August; ten on 4th September presumed to be this species 
(G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., three on 3rd June (P.T.), one on 26th (G.C.L.) 

and 27th August (A.H.M.) and on 2nd September (G.C.L.). 
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Arctic TERN. Sterna macrura Naumann. 
H. Rickmansworth, two adults on 10th July at Maple Cross gravel-pit 
(GK Mce@), (BB) oxxxitt p00): 


LittLe Tern. Sterna a. albifrons Pall. 
S. West Molesey Res., three or four, including two immature birds, 
on 14th October (J.B.). 


LlattLte Guin. Larus minutus Pall, 
S. Island Barn Res., Molesey, a juvenile on 3ist December (P.W.E.C., 
see also B.B., xxxii, p. 307). 


SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GuLL. Larus f. fuscus L. 

M./S. R. Thames at Hammersmith, one on 24th (A.H.M.) and several 
on 29th January (G.B.), and 25 with 135 of the British form on 
15th August (G.B.); Chiswick, one on 24th February (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on 12th March (G.C.L.), five on 23rd July, 
and up to ten seen on several dates to 8th October, 20 on 18th 
October, and 12, last seen, on 8th November (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 


BritisH Lesser Buack-BAcKED GuLL. Larus fuscus graellsii Brehm. 

Maximum counts were 71 on the Chiswick shore of the R. Thames on 
21st June and 215 at Barn Elms on the llth August and 192 on 
&th October. Odd birds are seen in most months of the year and 
in November there were 52 at Barn Elms on the 26th, two at West 
Molesey on the 27th and oné at Hampton on the 19th. They are 
not usually common in the Lea Valley but in August a flock of up 
to 36 frequented a sports ground near Walthamstow Res. 


Great BLAack-BAcKED GuLL. Larus marinus L. 

K. Erith marshes, two on 16th June (L.P.). 

M. St James’s Park, one on 26th July (R.S.R.F.). 

M./S. R. Thames, one to three near Barnes on several dates up to 
9th April (several observers), one at Chiswick on 12th December 
(A.H.M.), and Southwark Bridge, one on 14th October (J.D.D.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one to three reported by several observers in 
February, April, May and October-December, and one on 25th July 
(A.H.M.). Richmond Park, an immature bird on 30th January 
(R.W.H.), and an adult on 2lst May (D.A.R.) and 29th December 
(R.E.W.). West Molesey Res., 11 on 27th November (P.A.D.H.). 


Kirtiwake. Lissa t. tridactyla (1.). 

E. King George Res., a slightly oiled bird found dead on 21st May 
(W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., one on 27th November (G.C.L., A.H.M., C.A.W.), and 
one found dead on 4th December (G.C.L.). 


Arctic Sxua. Stercorarius parasiticus (L.).. 
EK. King George Res., one on 2lst and 28th August (W.A.W., see also 
BAB eR es eos): 


iS) 
Ol 
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Razorsity. Alca turda (? subspecies). 
M./S. R. Thames above Richmond, one on 22nd October (F. Dutton, 
Animal and Zoo Magazine, Vol. 3, No. 8, p. 36, and in litt.). 


Lanp-Raiw. Crex crex (l..). 

M. Canning Town, one was found on 20th October and presented to 
the Zoo. Primrose Hill, one calling at 10.45 p.m. on 22nd August 
from long grass bordering a reservoir (J.M.M.F.). 


Water-Ratt. Rallus a. aquaticus Wa. 

M. Highgate Ponds, one on 25th and 26th December (A.F.M.). 

S. Recorded at Beddington and Mitcham Junction ponds in January, 
March, November, and December, not more than two being seen 


at a time (C.B.A., G.B., L.P.). 


Coot. Fulica a. atra L. 

West Molesey Res., after not exceeding single figures since 2nd April 
numbers rose from 37 on 2nd July to 241 on 27th August, while at 
Island Barn Res. nearby from a May population of about 40 num- 
bers rose from 138 on 18th June to about 350 on 6th August. Un- 
fortunately, further August or September counts are not available, 
but joint figures for October and November do not exceed 100. At 
the end of December numbers again rose, and further winter counts 
will be published later in the waterfowl census report. It is in- 
teresting to note that the early movement of this species corres- 
ponds closely with that of Pochard. 


Quart. Coturnia c. coturnix (L.). 

S. Belmont, one heard calling repeatedly from a rough field between 
28th and 30th June by P.W.E.C., who is familiar with the call 
abroad. 


ReED-LEGGED PartripcE. Alectoris r. rufa (L.). 

B. Langley S.F., two on 23rd April (D.A.T.M.). 

E. Reported by A.R.S. from Fisher’s Green, Sewardstone (a covey on 
29th August) and Upshire (seven on 15th January). Romford 
S.F., at least one pair bred, eight young seen (H.B.F.). 

K. Crocken Hill, two pairs on 24th April (R.C.H.). Dunton Green, 
two on 11th June (G.E.M.). Hayes, eight on 23rd January; a keeper 
reports that two or three pairs bred successfully (G.E.M.). Leaves 
Green, one on 15th May (R.S.R.F.). . . 

S. Beddington S.F., one on 10th April (G.B.). Island Barn Res., a 
covey of ten on reservoir bank on 22nd January. West Molesey, 
on site of new reservoir, a pair with a brood of 12 on 9th July 


(P.W.E.C.) and a small covey on 22nd October (R.C.H.). 
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Special Species for 1938. 


HE reports on the special species for 1938 are based on the Society’s 
records and the publications listed on page 22 of the London Bird 
Report for 1936 with the addition of new volumes of the annual reports 
mentioned in that list. References to counties refer only to those 
parts which le within the Society’s area (see map in 1936 Report). 


ReEep-WaARBLER. Acrocephalus s. scirpaceus (Herm.). 

The status of this species in our area was reviewed in the London 
Naturalist for 1933. It is a sparse breeder in our area, its main strong- 
holds coinciding with the abundance of the reed Arundo phragmites. 
A tew pairs only are found in most localities as there are few exten- 


sive reed beds. The chief localities are the river valleys of the Lea, 
Colne and Thames, and some of the ponds at Beddington and God- 
stone in Surrey. It is often difficult to prove breeding for obvious 


reasons, but there are many records of birds throughout the summer. 
As a passage migrant it occurs in many localities where it does not nest, 
even in inner London. 

North of the Thames the species appears to be fairly well established 
in Bucks, and Middlesex along the river Colne, and a few pairs used 
to nest along the Crane and Brent. A pair bred at Wraysbury in 
1938 and another pair was seen there at the same time. Birds are 
reported each year throughout the summer at Osterley Park, where 
they frequent the bulrushes, and it also breeds at Laleham, where it 
was first reported in 1934. 

In Hertfordshire a colony was found near Watford in 1908, and in 
1909 twenty-one nests were seen. <A second colony was found in 19138, 
and in 1916 both colonies were still flourishing. About the same time 
a colony at Haileybury was said to be increasing. There are no recent 
records of breeding, but the bird occurs on passage. 

In Essex it breeds at Dagenham, and there are probably more pairs 
along the Thames than the records show. Breeding was reported at 
Luxborough pond and Sewardstone gravel-pit in 1934, and there are 
records of nesting along the R. Roding from Abridge to Curtismill 


Green. At Walthamstow Reservoirs there used to be a flourishing 
colony, and five nests were seen in 1933, but in the following winter 
most of the willows were cut down. An unfinished nest was seen in 


1937, and it is probable that a few pairs still breed along the Lea and 
adjacent channels. 

South of the Thames reports of breeding are most frequent from 
Godstone and Beddington in Surrey. At Beddington it is not confined 
to the reed-beds, which have been much cut down, and the birds have 
occupied the low willows and bulrushes. In 1938 there were at least 
three pairs, and probably four pairs at Mitcham gravel-pits, where 
a young Cuckoo was reared in one nest found in willow herb. 


SPECIAL SPECIES. Dit 


The colony at Godstone shows a slight increase, and 8-10 pairs were 
seen in 1934. At Esher Black Pond they are reported as common in 
the breeding season, but only one empty nest has been found, At 
Barn Elms gravel-pit the bird has constantly been seen in the summer 
and almost certainly bred in 1938. Apart from these breeding records 
it has occurred on passage in Richmond Park and Wimbledon. 

In Ikent the only records in the breeding season are along the 
Thames, where at Erith in June 1938 twenty males were singing. The 
only passage records are from Beckenham. 


De Aw MM. 


TurtEp Duck. Nyroca fuligula (1.). 

If we take the distribution of this species by counties, we find that 
in Buckinghamshire it has nested at Poyle Pits, Colnbrook (usually 
two pairs), at least since 1928, while a few are generally to be seen at 
Black Park Lake and at Rowley. 

In Essex breeding was first proved at the Lea Valley Reservoirs in 
1905 and has been regular since 1911. Although numbers may reach 
three figures even in the breeding season, the number of pairs nesting 
is comparatively small, thus on 7th July 1934 117 adults and five broods 
of young were counted. Breeding has also taken place at Connaught 
Water (1913), Eagle Pond, Snaresbrook (1916, 1936-7), Wanstead Park 
(1933) and Sewardstone (1934 and 19388). 

Suitable waters in Hertfordshire and Kent are few, but in 1938 
breeding was recorded in the former county at Boyer’s Lake, Cheshunt 
(one pair with 7 young), and Hamper Mill (two broods). Both these 
localities are gravel-pits and in the case of Hamper Mill a few birds had 
stayed throughout the two previous summers without breeding, A 
pair was seen at Nyn Park on 10th April 1937. In Kent the species 
has bred at Dulwich Park (1901-4, and two broods 1934-5), at Dulwich 
mill pond (1934, one brood), and fairly regularly at Kelsey Park, Becken- 
ham, since 1920 (one pair). Winter records of small flocks come from 
Foots Cray and Swanscombe. 

In Middlesex the Tufted Duck was introduced to the Zoo in 1831 
and bred regularly in Regents Park up to 1848. Young were first reared 
in St James’s Park in 1838, and now full-winged birds breed freely in 
all the suitable parks. Other breeding localities in the built-up area 
include Victoria Park (about 1912, 1928, and two pairs 1937), Finsbury 
Park and Winchmore Hill (1913). Breeding was first proved at Hamp- 
ton Court in 1937, although suspected in 1935, and there are also re- 
cords of nesting from Littleton (1936-7), Staines (1934-5), and the 
Middlesex section of Elstree Reservoir (1933, two pairs). Outside the 
inner London area the species does not seem to establish itself strongly 
as a breeder in Middlesex, although closer watch on some of the gravel 
pits might reveal more records. 

Breeding in the area is most extensive in Surrey, where there are 
several regular localities :— 


Barn Elms Res., 1925, 1927-30, not 1931, 1932 onwards. Maximum 4 
broods, 1938. 
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Beddington, 1929 to date. In 1938 six pairs bred on the various ponds 
and gravel-pits around Beddington and Mitcham. 

Gatton Lake, 1930 onwards. Maximum about 12 broods in 1935, 

Godstone, 1928 (5 pairs) and definitely 1931-2. Probably other years 


also. 
Kew Gardens, full-winged birds breed. 
Molesey Res., 1929 and probably annually since. Maximum 4 pairs. 


Reigate Priory Lake, 1932-4, 1936. No information for other years. 
Richmond Park, probably first bred 1924, but young not seen until 

1927. Maximum 6-7 pairs 1937-8. Five broods seen in 1938. 
Walton-on-Thames, one pair on gravel-pits 1935. 


These dates are not necessarily complete as time has not permitted 
full investigation. It will be noted that breeding is rare at the larger 
reservoirs and occurs chiefly at groups of smaller reservoirs, gravel-pits 
or small lakes. The presence of islands seems to be an attractive fea- 
ture, though they are not essential, for nests are found regularly at 
the smaller reservoirs in the long grass growing on top of the banks. 

In winter the Tufted Duck is found on most waters of any size in 
the area, and at times figures reach high numbers. The small summer 
population is normally first increased in early July, numbers rising in 
August, September and October, then tending to fall until a further 
influx may take place on the advent of hard weather. An increase of 
this nature is usually only temporary, numbers soon reverting to nor-. 
mal winter population, which, however, tends to decrease considerably 
in February, finally reaching summer population during April. While 
a generalisation of this nature is naturally not always borne out in any 
particular year, it is based on several series of counts at different reser- 
voirs, and, subject to abnormality of the weather, gives an indication 
of normal fluctuation. Passage in late March or in April may cause a 
temporary increase in numbers, thereby obscuring the trend of the 
resident winter population. 


It may be of interest to give some of the largest counts in the area : — 


Barn Elms Res. and Lonsdale Rd., c. 730 on 30/1/35. 

Molesey Res., 748 on 30/10/37, 864 on 13/10/37, and 693 on 18/12/37. 

Staines Res., c. 600 on 2/11/30. 

Walthamstow Res., c. 1000 on 8/1/32, c. 600 on 9/12/32, 795 on 
10/3/34, 655 on 17/12/38. 


On 18th December 1937 a census was taken on all the principal 
waters in the area, and yielded a total of 2489 Tufted Ducks. Of these 
2176 were sexed giving a ratio of males to females of 62: 38. The 
census was taken monthly from October to March during the winter 
of 1938-9 and the totals show a rise of approximately 17% from 22nd 
October to 19th November with further rises on 17th December and 
21st January due to the severe weather in the second half of Decem- 
ber. Actually the peak was reached in the first week in January when 
it was estimated that numbers reached between 1400 and 1500 at Barn 
Elms alone. The biggest total for the whole area on the census dates 
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was 3081, of which Barn Elms accounted for 354, hence it seems prob- 
able that in early January this total tor the area must have been con- 
siderably exceeded. 

In large series of figures in the area the percentage of males ranges 
normally between 55% and 60%, but varies considerably on different 
waters; thus at Molesey, for example, the proportion of males has 
reached 88% and in mid-winter is usually considerably above the average 
for the area. In the twenty-five counts in Richmond Park for which 
the sex-ratio 1s available the proportion of males to females is 61 : 39 
in a total of 344 birds. There is some evidence of movement of large 
numbers of drakes in bachelor flocks, but discussion of this question is 
deferred until publication of the details of the winter census when fur- 
ther reports will be available. 
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TurtLE-Dovk. Streptopelia t. turtur (Lh.). 

The Turtle-Dove is a summer resident in the rural parts of the 
London area, and is rarely seen, except on migration, in built-up areas. 
In the breeding season the Turtle-Dove favours districts with high 
hedges and scattered thorn bushes rather than dense woodland, and 
is often found on open commons, such as Epsom, Ruislip, and Limps- 
field, or in districts with large gardens bordering on open country, as 
at Cheam, Wallington and Ham. In 1938 all four Turtle-Doves’ nests 
found on Limpsfield Common were in hawthorns in a scanty mixed wood 
of oak and sycamore, with scrub of hawthorn and bramble, and some 
bracken among the scrub. A very similar habitat is favoured on Epsom 
Common. 

The distribution of the Turtle-Dove in suitable habitats in the 
breeding-season 1s patchy, it being recorded as ‘‘ common’’ in some 
places and ‘‘ scarce ’’ in others, notably Epping Forest. There seems 
also to be an impression that in some areas it 1s decreasing, quite apart 
from the inevitable retreat before the advance of the builder. As, how- 
ever, practically no accurate census work has been done on the species 
in the area it is difficult to know how to assess these rough estimates. 
It is more than likely that different observers’ ideas of commonness and 
scarcity vary widely. 

Since the War there have been actual breeding records from Biggin 
Hill in Kent; from Addlestone, Ashtead Common, Bookham, Box Hill, 
Carshalton Downs, Cheam Warren, Epsom Common, Fetcham, God- 
stone, Ham Common, Limpsfield Common, Richmond Park, St George’s 
Hill, Stoke D’Abernon, and Warlingham in Surrey; from Colnbrook in 
Bucks.; from Stanwell in Middlesex; from Bayford and Ricksmans- 
worth in Herts.; and from Epping Forest in Essex. The lack of breed- 
ing records from Kent and north of the Thames does not accurately 
reflect the distribution of the Turtle Dove here, and is probably due 
as much to lack of observers as to the relatively smaller area of suit- 
able habitat compared with Surrey. There are many records of Turtle 
Doves throughout the summer in the rural parts of Essex, Herts., Kent 
and Middlesex in the L.N.H.S. area. 
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On passage in spring and autumn, and after the resident birds 
have forsaken their nesting haunts in the latter part of July, Turtle 
Doves are mostly seen on arable land and at the sewage farms, such as 
Beddington, Epsom, Molesey, and Romford. At these times flocks of 
twenty or upwards are not unusual, and a flock of more than 50 was 
noted at Limpsfield on September 1, 1935. On passage, too, Turtle 
Doves occasionally turn up at such oases in the desert of bricks as Barn 
Elms, St James and Regent’s Parks, Kensington Gardens, and Holland 
House. 


In the London area the Turtle Dove is usually first seen in the first 
week of May and last seen about the last week of September, the main 
body probably arriving about the middle of May and departing again 
at the beginning of September. The extreme dates appear to be April 
24, 1914, in Middlesex, and October 10, 1936, at Ashtead, Surrey. 


R. 8: Rene 


Effects of the Severe Weather, 


December | 7th-26th. 





YWNHE cold spell of December 17-26, 1938, brought many unusual bird 
visitors to London and the surrounding area, as well as to other 


parts of the country. The most marked influx was that of the sky- 
larks, but movements of other passerines and of waterfowl and waders 
were also noteworthy. Exactly where the birds came from, whether 


from the north of Great Britain or from the Continent, it is not pos- 
sible to say, but it seems likely that the larks at least were mainly 
from the Continent. In this connection a letter in The Field of Feb- 
ruary 4, 1939, from Mr T. Wilfrid Davis is of interest. He reported 
that at 8 a.m. on December 21, 1938, birds began to come aboard a 
small steamer bound from Brussels to London, continuing until nearly 
a thousand, mostly starlings but a few finches, were on the ship, some 
finding their way to warm spots below deck. Some starlings were still 
on board after the ship had docked on the 22nd, and others were seen 
searching for food on buildings and in streets nearby. This appears 
to be conclusive evidence that the cold spell, which was more severe on 
the Continent than in England, was driving birds across the North Sea. 


The weather conditions in the London area during the cold period 
are shown in the following table of observations at Kew. It will be 
seen that the east wind began on the 17th, the frost and snow on the 
18th. The snow, which covered the whole countryside for over a week, 
added greatly to the distress of the birds by cutting them off from all 
food supplies, except where footsteps or benevolent householders cleared 
small patches for them, or seed-bearing grass protruded, ' 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS AT KEW OBSERVATORY. 


Date. Wind. Temperature Period of 
Dec. 1938. Direction. Min. (Night). Max. (Day). Snowfall. 
16 S.E. AT 49 — 
17 E. 42 42 —- 
18 E.N.E. 26 39 0 INES. 
19 N.E. Q7 28 14 hrs. 
20 N. 22 Dri trace. 
24 N. 2 29 16 hrs. 
22 Calm 28 35 8 hrs. 
28 S.E. 30 31 13 hrs. 
Q4 N.N.E. 29 co 3) IMIFS. 
25 E.N.E. 32 33 trace. 
26 S.S.W. 29 36 8 hrs. 
Q7 N.W. 35 4A — 


N.B.—The hours of snowfall measure the period during which snow fell and 
do not register the intensity of the fall. 


The principal passerine birds aflected by the cold weather were 
finches, skylarks, meadow-pipits, fieldfares and redwings. 

Greenfinches appeared in gardens as far apart as St John’s Wood, 
Hendon, Kensington, Beulah Hill, Epsom and East Sheen. Charms of 
up to twenty goldfinches were seen in a garden at Beulah Hill feeding 
on tall weeds projecting through the snow, and one bird was noted at 
Barn Elms on the 23rd. The only bullfinch reported in the suburban 
area was one from Finchley on Christmas Day. A small flock of chaf- 
finches turned up in a Kensington garden during the cold spell. Bram- 
blings were more surprising visitors. Several stayed in Ladbroke Square 
from the 22nd to the 24th; two were seen at the Brent Reservoir on the 
25th, and one which came to a garden in St John’s Wood on the 26th 
fed on shelled peanuts. 

Reed-buntings also appeared and a flock of 15 in Richmond Park on 
the 24th rising to 30-40 on the 26th were noted feeding on the heads of 
the grass, Molinia coerulea, projecting above the snow. One was also 
noted on Hampstead Heath on the 23rd. 

Numerically the skylarks outdid all the other invaders, or rather 
refugees. The first birds noted were two flying down Birdcage Walk 
on the 21st, but on the following day many thousands were flying west 
over London all day, mostly in flocks of about 50 at a height of 100-150 
feet. Some alighted in the snow-clad squares and streets and were re- 
ported between the 2Ist and 26th from many parts of Central London, 
including Grosvenor Square, Piccadilly, Oxford Circus and Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, and from Ladbroke Square, Thornton Heath, Mottingham, 
Kingston and Erskine Hill in the suburbs. 

In many gardens throughout London and the suburbs hungry sky- 
Jarks came to bird tables or patches swept clear of snow. Between 
December 17th and 27th they were reported from gardens in St John’s 
Wood, S. Kensington, Hampstead and Hendon north of the Thames, 
and from Richmond, Kew, Hast Sheen, Putney, Thorrton Heath, Wal- 
lington, Ewell, Cheam and Beulah Hill south of the river. In all the 
Central Parks, on outlying open spaces such as Hampstead Heath and 
along the tideway of the Thames at Hammersmith famished skylarks 
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were to be seen wherever there was no snow on the ground. At Bedding- 
ton sewage-farm there were estimated to be many thousands. and hun- 
dreds died of cold and starvation. At Loughton about 250 took refuge 
on some allotments, eating cabbage-leaves and roosting under the cab- 
bages at night; on the 26th some were eating the seeds of the grass 
Alopecurus sticking above the snow. 

Accompanying the larks were a much smaller number of meadow- 
pipits, which were reported from Regent’s Park, the tideway at Ham- 
mersmith and streets or gardens in Hampstead, Beulah Hill and Epsom. 
At Loughton they ate Alopecurus seeds with the larks. 

There is some evidence of a movement of fieldfares during the cold 
spell. Several flocks of about 40 were noted at Mill Hill on the 22nd, 
and a tew flew W. over St John’s Wood on the 24th. In Ladbroke 
Square, Notting Hill, a party arrived on the 22nd and stayed till the 
28th, roosting there at night and completely stripping three trees of 
haws during the day-time; the maximum seen was 16 from the 23rd to 
the 26th. 

The invasion of redwings was much more marked. There was a steady 
westward movement over St John’s Wood in the morning and early after- 
noon of the 21st, and on the same day unusually large flocks were seen 
at Mill Hill. On the following morning two flocks of at least 50 birds 
each flew over Hampstead Heath in a S. to S.W. direction and another 
flock of about 100 flew S. over Arkwright Rd., Hampstead, shortly 
alterwards. At Ladbroke Square on the 22nd about 100 flew over at 
10.45 a.m., six alighting to feed on haws. These were the vanguard of 
2-3000 which passed over in the next hour or so. During the cold spell 
redwings also came to gardens at Kew, Kensington and St John’s Wood 
to feed and two were seen in St James’s Park on the 20th. 

Small temporary increases in the number of garden-visitors during 
the cold spell, mostly in Kensington and St John's Wood, were also noted 
among pied wagtails (at Epsom), great, blue and coal tits, mistle- (in 
Ladbroke Square) and song-thrushes, blackbirds, robins and _ hedge- 
sparrows. 

One of the most interesting events of the period was the occurrence 
at Ruislip of a pair of Firecrests and a Bittern (ci. B.G.) x==eppe 
370-1). 

On the 17th, the day when the effects of the cold were first observed, 
eight brent geese appeared at Molesey for a short time, and on the 
22nd a party of eleven, and possibly more, pink-footed geese arrived at 
Beddington sewage-farm, where they stayed until the following day. 
Three of this species seen at Barn Elms from the 27th to 30th were re- 
puted to be tame birds, but in any case their appearance at this period 
is worthy of note. Grey geese were also noted flying S.W. over Becken- 
ham on the 25th. 

During the census made on the 17th an increase of teal was noted 
in several localities and between the 26th and 29th a few wigeon were 
reported. Single pintails were reported from Molesey on the 17th and 
Chiswick on the 26th but the increase in the surface-feeding was not as 
notable as in the diving ducks. At Barn Elms on the 17th pochard 
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numbered 117 but on the 29th they were put at 461+ by one observer 
and about 600 by another. Tufted duck at the same reservoirs rose from 
347 on the 17th to 878 on the 29th and 1400-1500 on the 7th January 
when pochard were still over 500. Scaup appeared at Walthamstow on 
the 28th for the first time since 1934, and goldeneye were seen at several 
localities in slightly increased numbers or for the first time during the 
winter. Several species of duck seldom seen on the river frequented the 
Thames during the period. 

Among the sawbills the weather had a pronounced effect, for num- 
bers had risen on the 17th and reached exceptionally high figures on 
some waters by the 28th. Goosanders, which at Staines were only 26 
on the 11th, reached 87 on the 17th and about 100 on the 28th. On this 
date there were 41 at Walthamstow and no fewer than 184 at Molesey, 
where on the 17th there had been only 20. In the three chief localities 
there were thus about 325 on the 28th with doubtless a few individuals 
on other waters. ‘The number of smew at Molesey rose from 13 on the 
17th to the unprecedented figure of 117 on the 28th, while at Waltham- 
stow there were 10 on this date, and at Dartford, where they have not 
been noted before, 20 on the 27th. Three even appeared in Kensington 
' Gardens and two on a small pond at Beddington; the total number in 
the area at this time was probably over 150. By the 3lst the numbers 
ot goosander and smew at Molesey had dropped to 121 and 54 respec- 
tively. Four red-breasted mergansers also were noted at Molesey on 
the 28th. 

Grebes and divers were not such a striking feature of the influx as 
in the previous winter, though a few individuals occurred. Single 
slavonian grebes were reported on the 27th or 28th at King George, 
Walthamstow and Staines reservoirs, a black-necked at Walthamstow 
from the 28th and a red-necked at Barn Elms from the 23rd onwards. 
Red-throated divers were seen singly at Barn Elms and Staines on the 
20th and at Walthamstow on the 28th. 

It is difficult to be certain of the cause of movements of the common 
species of waders such as lapwings, but reports of flight over the built- 
up areas in a southerly to westerly direction have been received from 
Ham Common, Richmond Park and Beulah Hill, all on the 18th; in one 
case a single golden plover was seen with them and thirteen of this 
species flew over Wimbledon on the same day.. With dunlin we can 
safely attribute appearances to the severe weather as they are seldom 
seen in the area in mid-winter. Reports of their occurrence have been 
received from Barn Elms, Beddington, King George Res., Littleton, 
Ruislip, West Molesey and the shore of the Thames opposite Chiswick, 
the first being noted on the 19th. Full details are given under the 
specific notes but the occurrence of a flock of 32 at Barn Elms is an 
event that may well be emphasised. Perhaps even more interesting was 
the appearance of a party of nine knots at Barn Elms on the 22nd after 
a single bird had been seen on the 20th. The subspecies of at least one 
of the dunlin was determined when a bird of the Lapland race was picked 
up dead at South Kensington on the 29th. 

R. S. R. Firrer and R. C. Homes. 
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Changes of Bird-Life in Relation to the 


Increase of London. 


By Witi1am E. Gece. 


Paper read to the Society on July 5th, 1938. 


MANY concepts have been formed as to what comprises the birds of 

London. The area has been contracted or expanded to the pur- 
poses of the author, and in the imagination of one writer was so elastic 
that it reached to Tring Reservoirs nearly thirty years ago. The different 
parts of London fall within the ancient and ornithologically accepted 
boundaries of the counties and a clearer understanding of their natural 
history, particularly of the changes which may occur, will be gained by 
adherence to the boundaries which existed before the creation of the 
administrative county of London. There is, however, one metropolitan 
area—Inner London—which is scientifically justifiable, and may be de- 
scribed as being of ecological value. I outline no boundaries but I shall 
draw to your notice only changes which have occurred within the direct 
influence of the development of London. To form a comprehensive view 
ot these alterations we should need adequate descriptions of the avi- 
fauna of very early times and these do not exist. A close study of the 
whole of the affected area to-day would be necessary and this I have not 
made. I claim to draw to your attention only changes which have come 
to my notice, and it may be well to add that I know much more of the 
district north of the Thames owing to many years work on Essex and 
Middlesex. 

Although ornithological accounts of very early times have not been 
handed down to us, yet occasional glimpses of these days have been dis- 
covered. It is to some of these features, which can now be only dimly 
imagined, that we shall in the first instance pay attention. Among the 
earliest of these references is one to the Kite during the visit of the 
brother-in-law of the King of Bohemia in 1465. One of his attendants, 
writing of the journey, after mentioning London Bridge, states that 
nowhere had he seen so many Kites as there; to kill them was a capital 
offence. There are further statements which serve to show how common 
this bird was in the Metropolis hundreds of years ago. An unknown 
Jtalhan writer, in a work entitled A Relation of the Island of England, 
written about» 1500, records that these birds were so tame that they 
would often take bread smeared with butter out of the hands of little 
children. It is accepted that this statement probably referred to London. 
Other accounts show that Kites must have been very abundant in the 
sixteenth century. J. Hunt states that in the reign of Henry the Eighth 
(1509-1547) the Metropolis swarmed with Kites, which were attracted 
by the various kinds of offal thrown into the streets, and were so fear- 
less as to take their prey in the midst of the greatest crowds, who were 
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forbidden to kill them. Perhaps the most vivid account of these in- 
cidents is that of Charles Clusius, who visited England in 1571, and 
was of the opinion that the number of Kites to be seen in Cairo could 
hardly be greater than in London, where they appeared in very large 
numbers at every season of the year. These earlier writers make no men- 
tion of the nest of the Kite but it is fairly safe to say that many must 
have been built in and near the City. This certainly happened to some 
extent in later years. KE. Hamilton records that in 1734 the church of 
St Giles’-in-the-Fields, which is within a stone’s throw of St Giles Circus, 
was surrounded by elm-trees in which built Rooks, Magpies, and Kites. 
Pennant, in a letter dated August 1777, writes ‘‘ I thank you for the 
young Kites from the Rook’s nest from an elm in the garden of Gray’s 
Inn Square. Their stomachs contained young frogs. The locality is 
interesting but I find that the Kite has bred in Hyde Park in two in- 
stances.’’ To-day the Kite is almost extinct in the British Islands. 


The Raven was probably also a common bird about the beginning of 
the sixteenth century. The same unknown Italian writer states that 
there was a penalty for destroying Ravens, which, by reason of their 
habits, assisted in keeping the streets [presumably of London] clean. 
The sources from which earlier ornithological information is derived are 
curious and unexpected. Robert Smith’s The Universal Directory for 
Destroying Rats and other Kinds of Four-footed and Winged Vermin, 
published in London in 1768, furnishes us with an impression of the 
status of the Raven in and near London in the eighteenth century. He 
relates how he received as much per head for killing Ravens as for the 
destruction of Kites and Hawks and that he considered them equally 
pernicious in killing and devouring young rabbits, ducklings, and chic- 
kens. He explains that his method of catching Ravens was to set traps 
with a rat as bait. Smith’s writings create the idea that the species 
must have been numerous for he relates that as soon as one bird was 
taken ‘‘ great numbers will keep round him,” and that, although it was 
very laborious, he nad caught many in one day. 


It would. seem that the Ravens which made the Metropolis their head- 
quarters went further afield for their food. This author explains that he 
had often captured the ‘‘ London Ravens ’’ twenty miles from home in 
warrens where they came after young rabbits; he defines ‘‘ London 
Ravens ”’ as those which generally frequented the outskirts of the Metro- 
polis and lived upon the filth to be found’ there, grubbing up the dirt 
in order to get at their food. As a result the tops of their wings as- 
sumed a nasty, dusky brown colour, by means of which he could easily 
distinguish them from the country Ravens, which were as black as jet. 
In less than a hundred years after Smith wrote the Raven had become 
a memory. It nested in Hyde Park, however, up to 1826, for EK. Jesse 
writes of a captive Raven which associated with workmen constructing 
the bridge at the top of the Serpentine in Hyde Park. This bird, with 
two or three others, had been taken from a nest at the top of an elm- 
tree in the Park about the year mentioned. The Raven lingered as a 
breeder in the afiected area for some years longer, as it is stated to have 
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nested regularly at Enfield between the years 1840 and 1850. It has been 
extinct in the south-eastern counties for many years. 


There is yet another story which is as romantic as the early references 
to the Kite and Raven. We know so little of the breeding status of the 
Spoonbill in Britain that any information on the subject is of great in- 
terest. How the discovery was made has not been related but an ancient 
document proves that the Spoonbill was nesting at Fulham in 1523. 
This was recorded in the report of an action for trespass brought by the 
Bishop of London against a defendant to whom he had leased the park 
adjoining the palace for grazing purposes. The Bishop brought the ac- 
tion on the grounds that the defendant had taken Herons and Shovelers, 
which he maintained was unlawful as the wood and underwood were not 
included in the lease, and as the Herons and Shovelers made their nests 
in the said trees the defendant was not entitled to take the birds. The 
argument, on the other hand, of the lessee was that as the only excep- 
tion in the lease was the wood and underwood he was therefore entitled 
to the birds. The Bishop, however, gained the day and the Herons and 
Spoonbills for the time being were safe. Nevertheless, had it not been 
for the attempt of the defendant te claim the birds ornithologists would 
never have learned that about four hundred years ago such a striking 
bird as the Spoonbill nested close to where Putney Bridge now spans 
the Thames. 


The historical information which we have considered suggests that 
if we had an account of the birds which resided in the area now covered 
by London in mediaeval times many more changes would come to light. 
Although the story comes to us in disconnected pieces. yet stretches of 
the ground along the course of the Thames, even including some of those 
which have suffered most by the spread of commerce, must have been 
great places for birds. Graves, particularly, has handed down to us 
some very enlightening reports of what frequented the stretch between 
Battersea and Deptford. 


This writer recorded three species of Harrier from this now terrible 
area, two of them breeding. Writing about 1821, he creates the im- 
pression that the Hen-Harrier was no uncommon sight as he had often 
seen this bird skimming over the fields in the neighbourhood of London 
at the side of the Kent Road, called Rolls’s Meadows. He informs us 
that a pair of Montagu’s Harrier was killed in Battersea Fields about 
the middle of May 1812 and his description of this species was taken from 
these birds. ‘‘ The person who shot them was not able to find their 
nests, though from their manner there seemed no doubt of its being near 
the spot.’’ The same author describes how a pair of Marsh-Harriers 
built their nest, composed of sticks, grass, and the leaves and decayed 
stalks of the Flowering Rush, in an osier pond near the Grand Surrey 
Canal on the Deptford Road in 1812. The nest was placed on a small 
hillock just above the water’s edge and contained five dusky white eggs, 
two of which were splashed with russet-coloured spots at the large end. 
The female was shot from the nest, and being but slightly wounded lived 
in confinement some months. She was fed with frogs, mice, worms, - 
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beetles, the entrails of fish and other animals, and was particularly 
voracious. 

This locality must have had ornithologically a resemblance to the 
Norfolk Broads. The Bearded Titmouse, although there is not much 
explicit evidence regarding it, is said to have bred all along the Thames 
Valley from the Essex Marshes to Oxford about the beginning of the 
nineteenth century and Graves about 1821 supplies supporting evidence, 
for he states that he killed this bird on the side of the Surrey Canal, on 
Sydenham Common, and also on the road called Blue Anchor Lane, be- 
tween Bermondsey and Deptford. From the same source we learn that 
Snipe used to breed in the osier bed bordering on the Surrey Canal in 
the Kent Road, where in 1812 he found many nests composed of dry 
grass and leaves placed in the midst of a swamp scarcely above the water 
and had killed several of the young birds. 

The Spotted Crake was declared to be met with in greater abundance 
within a few miles of London than perhaps in any other part of this 
kingdom. He had known this bird to breed in the fields to the left of 
the Kent Road, called Rolls’s Meadows. One of them was killed, after 
which they forsook the spot. Another writer, R. Sweet, also mentions 
this locality. He states in 1833 that several pairs of Reed-Warblers an- 
nually frequented the banks of the Thames between Battersea Bridge and 
the Red House Tavern in Battersea Fields. 

It is quite obvious that as the country disappears before the opera- 
tions of the builder many of the birds must also disappear, and although 
some species may show greater resistance to the altering and altered 
conditions than others, yet the numbers of representatives of such species 
are probably reduced. A. Holte Macpherson, writing in 1929, admits 
49 species as being regular in Inner London, whereas in 1934 I estimated 
that 109 species occurred regularly in the County of Middlesex. The 
difference between these figures roughly represents the influence of the 
growth of London. At the same time we have not actual records of what 
birds did occur in some parts of the area, particularly those most af- 
fected. In some instances, however, we find a certain amount of infor- 
mation and this we will consider. 

The Hooded Crow, which we know now as a straggler, must have 
been more strongly represented, for Albin, writing in 1734, states that 
he had seen many about Hackney near London, and Graves, whose book 
was published between the years 1811 and 1821, relates that it was for- 
merly very common in the vicinity of London, particularly about the 
neighbourhood of Hoxton and Hackney, but that it- had then become 
rare so near town. 

The Rook has held on to its nesting localities with great tenacity, 
but slowly it has had to retreat as building has progressed. I have know- 
ledge of over fifty rookeries on the north side of the Thames which have 
disappeared. The earliest of these was that at the Inner Temple. It, 
was in existence in 1666, was flourishing in 1774 but had disappeared 
before 1831. A colony was founded at the Tower of London in 1817 or 
1818 and there were ten to twelve nests there in 1835. Nests for some 
years annually were built on the weather-vanes of each turret of the 
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White Tower. In a plane-tree in Wood Street, Cheapside, there was one 
nest from 1835 to 1838, two nests in 1845 and four in 1850. Prior to 
1835 a nest was constructed between the wings of the dragon of the vane 
of Bow Church, Cheapside, and in 1838 there was a nest on the weather- 
vane of St Olave’s Church, Crutched Friars. There was a rookery in 
Kensington Gardens in 1819; it had about one hundred nests in 1836, 
forty-seven in 1873, and was deserted not later than 1880, but was re- 
colonized in 1892. Other notable rookeries in Inner London were at 
Holland Park, which is said to have been of ancient origin and very 
large and stil] had forty-five nests in 1881; at Chesterfield Gardens, Cur- 
zon Street, known many years prior to 1839, and which had fifty nests 
in 1846 and was deserted in 1880 or earlier; at Gray’s Inn, a colony 
which was said to have been very old and still had a few nests in 1898 
and some to 1915. The last time that the Rook constructed nests in 
Inner London was in 1916 and at the Temple, where the earliest rookery 
was situated. 

The decrease of rookeries further out is equally marked. At Hamp- 
stead the total number of nests as far back as 1893 was down to 23, 
small colonies lingered at Stamford Hill to 1876, at Kilburn to 1883, two 
pairs near Camden Town station to 1890, and small colonies in the streets 
and gardens of Haling to 1896. In spite of the fact that the districts 
were heavily suburbanised small colonies were holding out at Mill Hill 
in 1931 and Southall in 1933 and may still exist. 


The Jackdaw”* is stated to continue to frequent Inner London but it 
is doubtful if it still breeds. At one time it held out in the very heart 
of London. It was recorded in 1829 that this bird frequented some of 
the towers of the churches of London, particularly St Michael’s, Corn- 
hill. About 1879 six or seven pairs bred in Kensington Gardens and 
Hyde Park, a pair inhabited the steeple of Grosvenor Chapel, South 
Audley Street, and another pair nested for years under the wings of a 
figure of an angel on the centre house of Stratford Place. Evidence 
exists to show that the Magpie nested in St James’s Park as far back 
as 1638 and it would seem to have nested at Chelsea in 1828. Yarrell 
saw a flock of twenty-three in Kensington Gardens prior to 1843. It was 
described in 1879 as having been formerly common in the parks of Inner 
London. A pair built a nest in Kensington Gardens in 1856 and a pair 
nested in the grounds of Holland House as late as 1890. Bushy Park 
is probably now the locality nearest to where it still nests. 

It is not easy to imagine the G.W.R. station at Paddington as the 
haunt of birds, nevertheless R. Bowdler Sharpe wrote in 1894 that an _ 
old bird-catcher informed him that in his youth he once caught in a 
single morning twelve dozen Goldfinches on the site of this station. The . 
Tree-creeper was shown to be a resident in Kensington Gardens before 
1879 and, according to Yarrell, the Nuthatch was frequently seen in the 
same place about 1843 but thirty-six years later it was reduced to the 
level of a casual visitor. 


*It was stated in discussion that evidence of breeding in this area had been 
obtained in 1938. 
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There is additional evidence of the earlier status of the Reed-Warb- 
ler. R. Sweet in 1833 found it not uncommon in the neighbourhood of 
London, several pairs annually frequenting Regent’s Park. Eleven 
years later H. L. Meyer stated that it occurred in tolerable abundance 
on the Middlesex and Surrey borders of the Thames and intervening 
islets. These reports are confirmed by Gould, who records that on 4th 
July 1862 there were at least two pairs with their nests and young in 
lilac trees in the Zoological Gardens and he added that many pairs bred 
annually all round the Metropolis. A Cuckoo was hatched in the nest 
of this species in the Botanic Gardens, Regent’s Park, in 1873. As late 
as 1896 and 1897 the Reed-Warbler nested in St James’s Park. 


The Dartford-Warbler was at one time established in what to-day 
would be considered surprising localities. About a hundred years ago 
it was recorded from such districts as Wandsworth Common, from which 
place more than one collection was supplied with specimens. Although 
said to be extremely scarce and local, it was found at Tooting and Barnes 
Commons. Croydon and Roehampton are also quoted as localities, and 
it was undoubtedly a regular breeder on Wimbledon Common. I have 
been personally informed that in the memory of a living keeper it was 
common in this locality but I have no means of testing the accuracy of 
this report. In Middlesex it was said to have been comparatively com- 
mon at Hampstead, Highgate, and Finchley, where it bred between 1848 
and 1855. It was recorded from Hampstead in 1872. It was further 
reported from Stanmore and Harrow Weald Commons, also Old Oak 
Common and Wormwood Scrubs. N. F. Ticehurst states that in Kent 
it inhabited most of the furze-covered commons, such as Dartford and 
Bexley Heaths, Shooters Hill and Blackheath, and the commons about 
Keston, Hayes, and Bromley, where the bird seems to have survived 
longest and to a comparatively recent date. The gradual extension of 
the London suburbs in a south-eastern direction and the consequent 
building operations and increase of population round its haunts is placed 
first among the causes of the disappearance of the species from these 
localities. There does not appear to be evidence of its breeding in its 
Kentish haunts after 1874, although it was observed as late as 1891. 
It is well known that the Dartford-Warbler has shown signs recently of 
returning to some of its old breeding haunts but it does not appear to 
be equally well known that from 1910 to 1918 it reappeared on Wimble- 
don Common. A Mr E. G. Waddilove informed the late J. E. Harting 
on 23rd July 1910 that a pair had successfully brought off a brood in a 
furze bush on Putney Heath and, further, that he had seen two or three 
pairs there for several years previously but he, had obtained no know- 
ledge of nesting until that year. Mr Waddilove was of the opinion 
that the species was increasing in numbers on Putney Heath and Wim- 
bledon Common as he often found the bird without specially looking for 
it, which had not been previously the case. Although some of the locali- 
ties for the Dartford-Warbler, such as Stanmore and Harrow Weald 
Commons, lie beyond the confines of the suburbanized area it has been 
considered advisable to include them. 
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Among the stray references to the past we are told by Sweet in 1823 
that he had frequently heard Wood-Warblers amongst the tall trees in 
KXensington Gardens and that the Whinchat nested on Wandsworth Com- 
mon. The Redstart at one time bred in Inner London. E. Hamilton 
states that two pairs bred in Kensington Gardens in 1876 and others in 
and about Regent’s Park. It is probable that the sentimental interest 
attached to the bird is responsible tor the amount of information which 
has been handed down to us regarding the Nightingale. The Duke of 
Buckingham, when he obtained in 1703 a lease of the ground on which 
now stands the Royal Palace, found ‘‘ under the windows . . . a little 
wilderness full of Blackbirds ana Nightingales.’’ It was a common bird 
in Fulham in 1730 and seemingly a not uncommon summer-resident 
from Hyde Park Corner to Kensington Gravel Pits in 1830. At least 
to 1867 the Nightingale was a summer-resident in the suburban locali- 
ties of Victoria Park, Stamford Hill, and Stoke Newington. A hawthorn 
hedge at the upper reservoir at the last named locality was said to have 
been a regular haunt of the bird. We are informed that this bird was 
so common just prior to 1873 at Enfield Chase that one of the lodges on 
the estate. taken for the season by a well-known M.P., was given up 
after a few weeks’ tenancy on the ground that his family could get no 
sleep for the singing of the Nightingaies. The small scrubby covert, 
belonging to Old Hornsey Wood Tavern, now merged in Finsbury Park, 
was also a favourite resort for Nightingales. 


It nested annually in Gunnersbury Park until 1889 and it was con- 
sidered that there was no better place for Nightingales round London 
than Highgate Woods; in 1892 Bishop’s Wood sheltered five pairs and 
there were several pairs in other woods. It continued to nest in the 
district of Hampstead to 1899. A similar story comes from south of the 
Thames. Dulwich was at one time renowned for its Nightingales, and 
inany people must have heard them singing in the College Woods. They 
might often be heard in Camberwell and until 1884 they frequented the 
little copse that bounds Rye Common on the south. Writing in May 
1871 the late Edward Blyth stated that within his recollection, 40 years 
previously or less, this species abounded in Dulwich Wood and all about 
the neighbourhood where the Crystal Palace then stood and nowhere 
more than upon Penge Common. 


From the account of Gilbert White we learn that the Martin bred 
even to the centre of London; he wrote in 1773 that not only had he seen 
them nesting in the Borough but even in the Strand and Fleet Street, 
and it would seem that the smoke nuisance was not then unknown for 
he adds that their feathers partook of the filth of the sooty atmosphere. 
Another naturalist records that a nest of this species was under con- - 
struction on a blind window in Goswell Road in 1825 and that there 
were several similarly placed in Islington Green in August 1826. White, 
in 1774, described how a few Sand Martins ‘“‘ haunt the skirts of Lon- 
don, frequenting the dirty pools in St George’s Fields and about White- 
Chapel,’’ and he suggests holes in old or new deserted buildings as pos- 
sible nesting sites. The Swift was another species which was found in- 
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Inner London in White’s time. <A party was said to frequent the Tower, 
playing and feeding just below the bridge, and others to haunt some of 
the churches of the Borough next the fields but they did not venture, 
like the House Martin, into the closed crowded part of the town. T. 
Forster, writing of Swifts in 1808, states that the old tower of Hackney 
Church used to abound with them but that they had been less numerous 
of late years. 


It is not surprising to find that the Nightjar has receded from old 
haunts. According to Graves, about 1821 it was very abundant on Syd- 
enham Common and the wood in its vicinity; he had seen a dozen or 
more together flying about like Swallows. It was also found in the 
neighbourhocd of Hornsey, Coome Wood, Enfield Chase, and several 
other places within a few miles of London. 


Before closing this aspect of our subject let us consider some other 
types of birds. Much of the land which is now covered by buildings must 
have tormed game-preserves. In the 27th year of his reign Henry VIII 
issued a proclamation in order to preserve the Partridges, Pheasants, 
and, Herons ‘‘ from his palace at Westminster to St Giles-in-the-Fields 
and from thence to Islington, Hampstead, and Hornsey Park.’’ Any 
person, of whatever rank, who should presume to kill or in any way 
molest these birds, was to be thrown into prison and visited by such 
other punishments as should seem meet to his Highness the King. E. 
Hamilton, writing in 1879, relates that many parts of London, which at 
the time he wrote were covered with houses, had been fifty years pre- 
viously the haunt of Snipe, and that there were those living who had 
shot them on what is now known as Belgrave Square. General Ogle- 
thorpe, who died in 1785, frequently killed Woodcock on the site of what 
we know to-day as Conduit Street, and Wilberforce, speaking in the 
House of Commons on 5th June 1815, stated that he had spoken with 
a person who had shot Woodcock in the parish of St Martins-in-the- 
Fields. 


Some birds have so reacted to the progress of urban and suburban 
development that it would seem they possess greater power of resistance. 
The following are quoted as examples: House-Sparrow, Great and Blue 
Titmice, Spotted Flycatcher, Mistle- and Song-Thrushes, Blackbird, Red- 
breast, Hedge-Sparrow, Wren, Tawny Owl, Heron and Moorhen. All 
these species, with the exception of the Heron, nest in Inner London, 
the Spotted Flycatcher in several localities and in increasing numbers 
outwards. It is possible that the numbers of the House-Sparrow have 
declined but it is still an abundant bird and the only one to maintain 
its distribution. To deal with the Heron we have to go to the external 
limit of the affected area. Among Heronries which have disappeared 
may be mentioned a small one at Norwood; one, evidently of some size, 
at Osterley Park, and colonies in Hampton Court and Bushy Parks. 
The ancient colony at Wanstead has decreased seriously in recent years. 
In 1937 there were 17 occupied nests whereas in 1928 there were 60 nests. 
This decrease has been compensated by an increasing colony at the Wal- 
thamstow end of the Lea Valley Reservoirs, where there were 51 occupied 
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nests in 1937. The heronry in Richmond Park has been growing for 
many years and had 49 occupied nests in 19387. The number of Moor- 
hens is remarkable; at the end of the nesting season of 1930 there were 
from eighty to a hundred in St James’s Park. 


The changes in the avifauna are not confined to decreases and we will 
now consider some of the more outstanding increases. We deplore the 
loss of the Raven but we are endeavouring now to reduce the numbers 
of its close congener, the Carrion-Crow. We do not know the status 
of this species in mediaeval times but in more recent days it appears 
to have increased. The Starling has increased as a breeder but the most 
notable change in its status is in the huge gatherings which roost in the 
heart of London. These flocks do not appear to have been known in 
1879 but they were observed in St James’s Park in 1894, when it was 
estimated that over one thousand birds were present. The Greenfinch 
has been stated to have increased in Inner London but this alteration 
appears to have been confined to this area. The Little Owl has crept 
into the affected district, where in earlier days it was an unknown 
species. With one exception the remaining birds to be mentioned and 
which have increased are all aquatic. 


The Mallard has increased as a breeder and more so as a winter- 
resident. It is a common resident in Inner London and has bred re- 
cently in New Square, Lincoln’s Inn. Its position as a breeder is prob- 
ably due to two main factors, its adaptability to nesting sites and associ- 
ation with captive or domestic birds. The Pochard has bred but it is in 
winter that it is seen in numbers, 64 having -been counted on the Round 
Pond, Kensington, and 200 on Stoke Newington Reservoirs. 


The most striking instance of increase among ducks is that of the 
Tufted Duck, both as a breeder and a winter-resident. Prior to 1900 it 
was a somewhat scarce winter-visitor but it is now numerous in winter 
and also breeds in some numbers. In 1929 there were as many as a 
hundred ducklings on the lake in St James’s Park alone. It is remark- 
able that most of the breeding birds of this species in the county of 
Middlesex are confined to Inner London. At Barn Elms and Lonsdale 
Road Reservoirs over 700 have been counted in winter. In view of the 
peculiar distribution of the Tufted Duck it is advisable to review its 
history in this area. These birds were first exhibited at the Zoo in 1831 
and up to 1848 they bred regularly in the Three Island Pond. At St 
James’s Park four were reared in July 1838 and with adults took daily 
flights to the Serpentine, and three large broods were reared in 1839. 
In 1913 it was stated that full-winged birds were nesting freely in the 
London parks and in 1910 a full-winged female reared nestlings on the 
Three Island Pond in the Zoo. Although the Tufted Ducks which we see 
to-day are wild, it is probable that the status is partially the result of 
birds introduced in the past. It must not be overlooked, however, that 
this duck has increased in other areas under completely natural con- 
ditions just as remarkably. About 25 years ago it was breeding so num- 
erously at Loch Leven that other species were being crowded out. It 
was decided in 1911 to clear two small islands of their nests, and as a 
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result three large hampers were filled with eggs, some hundreds having 
been collected. 


Two more ducks, both sawbills, may be cited, the Goosander and the 
Smew, which are additions to the winter-residents. Less than twenty 
years ago the appearance of these species would have been recorded as a 
rare event. About 1866 the Great Crested Grebe was a scarce winter 
visitor whereas to-day it is not unusual in Inner London. It has bred 
annually at waters in the affected area, as Stoke Newington Reservoirs 
and the Lea Valley Reservoirs at Walthamstow. 


Another type of bird, the Wood-Pigeon, has reacted to the influence 
of London in two directions for not only has it increased to a remark- 
able extent but its habits also have been modified to suit the new en- 
vironment. There is evidence to show that as tar back as 1834 these 
birds were nesting in the London Parks and Kensington Gardens. To- 
day the Wood-Pigeon penetrates tc the very heart of the city for it has 
bred in the old lime-tree which stands in the Bank of England garden, 
and it is not deterred by the most industrialized areas. In 1886 there 
were perhaps not more than a dozen pairs nesting in Inner London but 
a marked increase occurred during the following six years. On one oc- 
casion in July 1892 eighty-three, half of them being young birds, were 
seen in St James’s Park. After the breeding season the numbers of 
Wood-Pigeons are said to decline, many leaving town, but the species 
becomes numerous during winter and early spring, in which seasons ad- 
ditional birds come into London. The island in the Serpentine, Hyde 
Park, has been used for roosting purposes and hundreds have been ob- 
served during the winter months. Large numbers are reported to roost 
on the island in Regent’s Park and five hundred were counted on the 
grass in this park in September 1930. In regard to the habits of this 
bird, we know that in the country it is unusually wary but in London 
it is so tame that it will settle on the hand to take food. It has nested 
on buildings on many occasions, twice in window-boxes and once on a 
window sill. Birds have been seen on the nest in every month of the 
year. 

In spite of the changes to which we have already referred, no feature 
of the bird-life of the Metropolis appeals to me as being so striking as 
the great number of gulls, which appear chiefly in winter. This change 
has come upon us in such a way that our minds have not been impressed 
‘to a degree commensurate with the magnitude of the movements. It 
would seem that seventy vears ago the gulls were only seen so far inland 
during the spring and autumn migrations and after a gale. I think that 
in a large measure this change may be attributed to the Thames. It was 
recorded in 1889 that gulls were seen every winter on the Thames but 
that they had been more numerous in 1888, one hundred and twenty 
having been counted near Waterloo Bridge on 27th February of that 
year. It would appear that the alteration of status was then in progress 
but it received a marked impetus in 1895 during a very severe spell of 
cold weather in the early months. During February and March, when 
the frost was very severe, from the account of an eye-witness, the scene 
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on the Thames must have been very remarkable. It is said that thou- 
sands of gulls were to be seen between the London Bridges. The starving 
birds were fed by the people of London and in this way the already grow- 
ing migration to London was strengthened, 

Probably the most remarkable phase of these birds’ sojourn is the 
evening flight. Daily during winter, towards sunset, thousands of gulls 
migrate up the Thames to roosting-places, as at the large reservoirs, 
where they pass the night, returning to their feeding-grounds at dawn. 
The numbers which pass my home at Richmond run into many thousands 
and it is probable that many must come from the estuary. At one time 
this movement was confined to the Thames but now the gulls appear 
similarly in the Lea Valley and roost on the reservoirs there. . The 
greater number of these gulis are Black-headed with about 10% of Com- 
mon Gulls and a smaller percentage of Herring-Gulls. The Lesser Black- 
back Gull is also an additional feature but its position is not quite the 
same as that of the other species. At one time, even when the other 
gulls had become common, it was rare, but since 1927 it has been seen in 
considerable numbers during the autumn. At first this was confined to 
a clearly marked passage but the gulls have evidently found the Thames 
to their liking and have graduaily extended the duration of their stay 
so that a few may be seen throughout the winter. 

In concluding these remarks it may be well to add that although in 
the majority of cases the alterations may be due to the increase of build- 
ing yet in certain instances other causes may have been wholly or par- 
tially responsible. 
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Bird Ringing, 1938. 


HE Society’s returns to the Bird Ringing Committee of the British 
Trust for Ornithology totalled 673 birds of 47 species compared 
with 1976 birds of 52 species in 1937. Reductions of about 800 in the 
number of Manx Shearwaters and 240 in the number of Sandwich Terns 
account for a large proportion of the decrease on last year’s record total 
and this year’s figures may be considered as normal. An encouraging 
feature is that the number of birds trapped again exceeds the number 
of nestlings. This indicates increased trapping activity and is lkely 
to increase the number of recoveries. The following table shows the re- 
sults of the 18 ringers who took part in the work :— 

















Name of Ringer. Nestlings. Trapped. Total. 

EEN VERB AKG a vcsaceassncecsonacci ements 5d DO 
So JBXORH ROTOR Y Oss aasndgoadectesoanscsan 39 222 261 
Ge Ao IBWO MENON! scccsnocbonoooc95easn 1 — 1 
TEES) Cig v BRDU Lot Weaaes hte ae Ane a a ane il — 1 
Cio as (CKOMMGL INES: Srgansoceosonsucorc mos == 9 9 
IPs, W/o 13j5 (Gn eee), seth ooocasdoddsoesde 7 8 15 
Aig: 1 Bi TAS rl DW UIE ye eee a a 3 -— 8 
Jala: diel ONAIO Ryeete tetas eee era ceneiasereliaan Al 59 100 
TBs IS, J onl SN LAL En Gish ramen ee a err 19 1 20 
TRS NAY ou 18 IW Oe ea Ae sce Reimers aad — 40 40 
H.M. Office of Works ............. — 8 8 
ERP Op aM EN OMNCS sic aesemereenraceoseccwecsene 7 12 19 
GANT AMSCR Soot cetne vcs asusseueseous Q7 D 32 
Gio) IR, IMIOUWU MIO S.occescoondcocoan08 fi 53 60 
Tals Nee MI PG peat ep neanactereactenteseeraa A Q 6 
dc 1B UROIOETCUS connvunscnsoaesoacoboroers 4 — 4 
TRo AN (WING Vera, @xVOXel Socopposcsocosdonee 3 1 4 
ds JW lor NNAUIG(O) OWS ataenoconesneaneeaareares 16 14 30 
239 A434 673 

IG E37) THAAD AER: So crengusasededdesen 901 1075 1976 

SYS 1GDHASS “ Ccocasdesdoounndonea 276 78 354 


The most numerous species ringed were :— 


Manx Shearwater .......... 140 Chathnieh ee een eceeee 35 
RSYL EGS Wl LTT Qf Sao Seah Ce Ne ea 124 FRO Diy ees anes eee cena cn 35 
Blackie eae cscuccaccsrcee 79 Carton eCLOWaneeeeee eee “l 
SCINE  APINIPWISIN socscosoosososcene 53 SiW alll wes Medea ee erece tance coe ae 24 


We welcome five new ringers:—Messrs G. E. Manser, G. R. Mount- 
fort, W. D. Park, R. A. Underwood, and J. A. Wigzell. 

During the year, thanks to the kind co-operation of our member, Mr 
Stuart Baker, Mayor of Croydon, Messrs P. W. E. Currie and L. Par- 
menter succeeded in obtaining permission from the authorities for the 
erection of a suitable trap on Beddington Sewage Farm. The trap was 
completed in September, and by the end of December 63 birds of eight 
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species had been ringed, Starlings predominating. It had been hoped 
that new ringers might have obtained experience of handling and ringing 
adult birds, but unfortunately permission to visit the farm for the pur- 
pose of bird-study has been cancelled by the Croydon Corporation. Use 
of the trap has, therefore, had to be abandoned until such time as per- 
mits become available again. We are grateful to Messrs Currie and 
Parmenter for their initiative in erecting the trap, and hope that it 
will soon be possible for members to take advantage of their enterprise. 

Rings may be obtained at a cost of 1/- per packet of 20 from the Bird 
Ringing Secretary—R. W. Hale, 6 Grendon Gardens, Wembley Park, 
Middlesex—who will be pleased to hear from any member interested in 
ringing. 





. RECOVERIES OF RINGED BIRDS. - 


The following recoveries of birds ringed by members of the Society 
have been published in British Birds since the last list was compiled : — 


STaRLING. Sturnus v. vulgaris L. 
FH.460, ringed 5/1/34 as an adult at Friern Barnet (Middlesex) by M- 
V. Boys, and recovered 25/3/38 at Tottenham (Middlesex). 


BuacksirD. Turdus m. merula L. 
SF.941, ringed 3/9/33 as an adult at Beckenham (Kent) by G. Waller, 
and recovered where ringed 9/5/38. 


Manx SHEARWATER. Puffinus p. puffinus (Briinn.). 
301192, ringed 15/8/37 as an adult at Skokholm Bird Observatory 
(Pembs.) by H. J. Evans, and recovered 20/4/38 at Fouesnant 
(Finistere), France. 


SANDWICH TERN. Sterna s. sandvicensis Lath. 
AP.441, ringed 17/7/37 as a nestling at Scolt Head (Norfolk) by J. M. 
Wilson, and recovered 21/9/37 at Palling (Norfolk). 


Common TeRN. Sterna h. hirundo L. 
YV.38, ringed 20/7/37 as a nestling at Scolt Head (Norfolk) by J. M. 
Wilson, and recovered in August 1937 at Ambleteuse (Pas-de- 


Calais), France. 
R. W. H. 
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Arrival and Departure of Migrants, 1938. 


Compiled by D. A. T. Morean. 


N the following table the earliest and latest dates for each county are 
given except in cases where they are obviously of no significance. 
We hope that it may be possible in the next Report to issue a summary 
of all the migration dates entered on the Society’s records, and with 
regard to notes for 1939 we shall welcome notes on the time when species. 
become plentiful or when the main body departs as well as first and last 
dates for odd birds. 


HOODED CROW. RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 


Oct. 29—E:. King George Res., May 6—E. Epping Forest, ...... E.M. 
W.A.W. ° Se EUS SIWiOO Geer cesses H.B 
Aug. 18—M. Ruislip, ............ W.R.P 
SISKIN. op Peels CINESOWIMG, sossceneac A.R.S 
Wan, Gad. Wants Bushes, W.A.W. Sept. 13—S. Mitcham, ........ W.W.T 
April 21—S. Wimbledon Common, SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. 
| R.E.W. May 13—S. Tadworth ............. TELE. 
Nov. 15—M. Bushy Park, ...... J.E.R . 19—-H. Theobalds Park A.R.S. 
21—M. Hampstead Heatn 
BRAMBLING. A.F.M. 
Mar. 27—K. Elmers End S.F., , 21—M. Bushy Park E.W.P. 
G.E.M Sept. 10—M. Southgate ©........ BRP 
April 9—E. Romford S.F., ... H.B.F (DDI eOest 
nose Beudinetone G.B W.D.P., W.A.W. 
June 12—S. Wimbledon, ..... R.E.W AV —— Te CHES INUING eee ae! A.R.S. 
Oct. 2i—S. Wimbledon, ..... R.E.W ; 2—S; “Tadworth 2030-2... H.B 
Nov. 6—E. Sewardstone, ... W.A.W , %w—K. Downe ............. R.S.R.F 
CHIFFCHAFF. 
: TREE-PIPIT. Mar. 8—S. Richmond Park 
April 5—M. Uxbridge, Wil Ce aR Ewe 
Field (16/4/38). 18—M. Whitewebbs Park 
= C=—Sio IBOp ani sagnocdeoses G.W.C. AGRESe 
i —— ay Ole EN eedccsceres E.M. ,, %—-K. Elmers End S.F. 
Aug. 26—S. Richmond Park, W.L.C. G.E.M 
20S onibOMcs ee W.A.W. 
YELLOW WAGTAIL. Sept. 22—K. Elmers End S.F. 
April 2—S. Barn Elms Res., P.W.R 
D.A.T.M. An 25—E. Knighton Syeisteiefalete W.A.W 
Me 5—M. Staines Moor, ... A.M. Oct 8—S. Wimbledon ...... R.E.W. 
9—F. Walthamstow Res., bie 10—H. Cheshunt ABD OOOLG A.R.S. 
J.HGP. ,  11—M. Kensington Gardens 
Sept. 26—M. Staines Res., .... A.H.M. E.G.P. 
Oct. 1—E. RomfORdeercese: W.A.W. WILLOW WARBLER. 
3—K. Elmers End S.F., P.W.R. A t 
j Mar. 23—S. Wimbledon ...... R.E.W 
Jao Beddington SE. LE. i 26 NPS Ruishiph oo... C.A.W 
April 9—E. Chingford ........... F.S.S. 
WHITE WAGTAIL. Sept. 15—K. Elmers End P.W.R. 
April 24—M. Staines Res., »  17—E. Epping Forest, W.A.W. 
G.C.L., A.R.S. »  %®%—S. Richmond Park, W.L.C. 
; 28—S. Barn Elms Res., A.H.M. co Hie ©MeSMUMiteaeseeaeece AGRES= 


A8 


THE LONDON BIRD REPORT. 


WOOD-WARBLER. 


April 27—M. 


3) 28S: 
May 8—B. 
5 S—E. 
ell he 


Hampstead Heath 


KeEDS: 
Richmond Park .. C.L.C. 
Black Park IReSaReBE 
Epping Forest ... A.R.S. 
Farnborough HeRAGe 


GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. 


April 28—H. 

May 3-—S. 
< 7—M. 

Aug. 18—M. 


Cuihley nae A.R.S. 
ASTNUGCAIGE saccrceseseees J.E.R. 
TRUHISIDY DO) sraooccdaodce W.R.P 
TRAWWISHNTOY ccocoosabcner W.R.P 


REED-WARBLER. 


May 5—M. Edmonton S.F. E.M. 
Pe tl —— See wWillm Dle dont. R.E.W. 
>» 22—E. Chigweli- ..:..:... W.A.W 

Aug. 23—S. Barn Elms Res. G.C.L 

Sepia 16— He Cheshia tee eee A.R.S 

SEDGE-W ARBLER. 

April 9—M. Edmonton S.F. ... E.M. 
a5 PRSSE MOUNT, —Socconccoocosne G.B 

Sept. 9—H. Cheshunt .......... AGRES 
, 17—E. Sewardstone 

SeAR VD aa AG Vie 

‘Oct. 23—S. Richmond Park M.H.B. 

GARDEN-WARBLER. 

April 14—E. Epping Forest ...... E.M. 
15H Mouenideeresss. 4f..1D)510)- 
,»  30—S. Wimbledon ...... R.E.W. 

May 1—M. Mill Hill ......... W.D.M. 

ANT O = 23—— Vie ULSI eeeeee ences Niekn. 
»  24—E. Epping Forest ... A.R.S. 

‘Sept. 18—S.) Ladiwortiny esses HEB: 

BLACKCAP. 
Mar. 22—S. Walton on Thames, 
Field (2/4/38). 

April 2—K. Orpington, ....... H.R.G. 
2 2—M. Bushy Park, E.W.P. 
ae 7—- Buckhurst Hill Rede: 

SCDilee 4—_ Sa eLaGiwORtleneesscceeeress Hep 
ats AS), INSNKCIMEN AN, - Gosgococonpncee GaRBe 
» 12—E. Epping Forest, A.R.S. 

WHITETHROAT. 

April 20—S. Selhurst, Field (30/4/38). 
», 24—M. Mill Hill, ........ W.D.M. 
a2 4— Vile EU ULL SILO aereeeeeenenee W.R.P. 
Pe 29—— Bee Ohio emeeseccene: ined ad i 

‘Sept. 15—Ke Hlmers) End... Pawar: 
» 2i—S. Richmond Park, W.L.C. 
»  29—-E. Epping Forest, ACRES: 

LESSER WHITETHROAT. 

May 4—S. Bookham, .......... J.E.R. 
*3 5—E. Knighton, ....... W.A.W. 
op 5—E. Epping Forest, 5 eI 





May 8&—B. 
AS &8—M. 
ss 9—H. 

Sept. 29—E. 

April 22—E. 
,,  380—M. 

30—M. 
30—S. 

Oct. 18—M. 
21S: 

Nov. 6—K. 

Mar. *27—M. 

April 21—S. 

Oct. 18—M. 
oe 22 Se 
a5 20 Se 
5 22—S. 

Nov. 6—K. 
5  13—H. 
5, 22—E. 

Mar. 

;,  16—S. 
>  16—S. 
as 18S—E. 

Octs SK 

21—S. 
Q2i—S. 
22—E.. 

April 30—E. 

Sept. 4—M. 
»  18—E. 

24—H. 
24—K. 
Oct. 1—S. 


April 10—S. 


13—M. 


15—E. 


Sept. 24—E. 
Oct. 9 —S. 
Nov. 1—E. 


Denhags] 2s R.S.R.F 
Mill Ea eee W.D.M 
Theobalds Park, A.R.S 
Epping Forest, A.R.S 
FIELDFARE. 
Waltham Marsh, A.R.S. 
Edmonton? E.M. 
Ken: Wood) =a A .F.M. 
Beddington, 
C: Bua] Ges 
Bushy Park, J.E.R 
ES pSOMy eee R:ClHe 
Lullingstone Park, 
R:S.R-F. 
REDWING. 
Hampstead Heath, 
A.F.M. 
Wimbledon, ..... R.E.W. 
Hampstead Heath, 
A.F.M. 
Beddington, ......... L.P 
Molesey, ....... P.W.E.C 
Wimbledon, ..... R.E.W. 
Lullingstone Park, 
IReScheks 
Whippendell Wood. 
R-S-REBS 
Sewardstone, A ReSe 
WHEATEAR. 


S—M. St James’s Park, 


Field (19/3/38). 
Richmond Park eee 
Wimbledon, ..... R.E.W. 
Sewardstonebury, F.J.J. 
Elmers End, .... P.W.R. 
Barn Elms Res., E.G.P. 
Wimbledon, R.E.W. 
King George Res., 


W.A.W. 
WHINCHAT. 
Walthamstow Res., 
E.M., W.A.W. 
Stalnes) eee C.A.W 
RoOomMtGrds eee H.B.F 
Cheshunt eee ACRES: 
Elmers End, P.W.R. 
Beddington, ...... C.B.A. 
REDSTART. 
Richmond Park, D.A.R. 
Bushy Park, E.W.P. 
Epping Forest, 
E.M., W.A.W. 
Epping Forest, ... A.R.S. 
Walton Heath, TB: 
King George Res.. 
A.R.S. 


NIGHTINGALE. 

April 16—S. Bookham, .......... H.J.B 
» 22—-K. Blackheath, 

Country Life (18/6/38). 
oD Clombaenioneel,  coqaotsoe Waddle 
»  2%—M. Stanwell, G.C.L., A.H.M. 

Sept. 22—E. Epping Forest, A.R.S. 

SWALLOW. 

April 8—S. Beddington, ...... CpBeA 
Bs 8—H. Cheshunt, .......... ACRES 
a 9—E. Chingford Mount, E.M. 
te 9—M. Staines Res., G.D.E. 

Oct. 3—K. Elmers End, P.W.R. 
A 9—H. Cheshunt, ...... R.S.R.F. 
> L6—=M. Staimes Res., ... C.A.W. 
~) © 16—S, Beddington, €:B:A., etc. 
eM G—— SS eM CUCIATING os comcccdes H.J.B. 
»  16—S. Norwood, ....... S.P.W.C. 
»  24—E. King George Res., A.R.S. 

HOUSE-MARTIN. 

Mar. 19—S. Sutton, Field (26/3/38). 

April 22—E. Kine George Res., A.R.S. 
» 29—M. Bushy Park, E.W.P. 

Oct. 14—K. Kelsey Park, A.J.R. 
Pel b—— hee OMUORGs le e.cesree H.B.F. 
,» 16—M. Northwood, IRA SHEE) 

Nov. 6—H. St Albans, D.A.T.M 
» 22S. Barn Elms Res, ... P.T 

SAND-MARTIN. 

April 4—E. Chingford, ........ A.R.S 
de 9—M. Staines Res., G.D.E 
a 9—_S. Beddington, ......... H.B 

Oct. 3—K. Elmers End, ... P.W.R. 
»  13—E. King George Res., A.R.S. 
. 16—M. Staines Res., C.A.W. 
i Seba LMS Rese By Gle: 

SWIFT. 

April 27—S. Selhurst, Field (7/5/38). 
» 28—M. Staines Res., 

GAChee AGEN Mr 
, 30—E. Walthamstow Res., 
JebieGrler 

May 5—H. Cheshunt, .......... INDI Rope 

Aug. 21—K. Elmers End, PAW 
»  2i—E. King George Res., 

W.A.W. 

Septis 4—He St) Albans, ......-.. AURIS: 
j 9—M. Staines Res., AGNES 
>. AI So IBSWANOIMNG, Coos. P.W.E.C. 

NIGHTJAR. 

May S—S. J.eatherhead, 

Field (21/5/88). 
20 —— Ea Ouihleyn” tee peccerr A.R.S. 
INU, SNE k,  (OWbGHKEA — Gbosononosonoe A.R.S 


ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MIGRANTS. 


WRYNECK. 

Mar. 31—S. Warlingham, 

Field (9/4/38). 
CUCKOO. 

ANON TEAM, SUBWEOES,  Gootecoouone 2 A.H.M. 
>»  L6—E. Navestock, ...... W.A.W. 
| LESS WTOC KON, so5he R.E.W. 

Sept. 9—K. Elmers End, IPA Viele 
ete remin ECSiae maces W.D.M. 
PS evo MMO: Cen weeseeeseen: Jal 183,12 

24—S. Beddington, ......... L.P 
GOLDENEYE. 

April 19—S. Molesey Res., P.W.E.C. 

May 1—M. Staines Res., .... A.H.M. 

Oct. 1—M. Staines Res., D.A.T.M. 

Nov. 10—S. Barn Elms Res., W.R.P. 
5) Hel, CNESIWING,,  csecos0n0e AGRE Ss 
, 24—E. King George Res., A.R.S. 

GOOSANDER. 

April 4—E. King George Res., A.R.S. 
»  18—M. Staines Res., .... A.H.M. 
,»  19—S. Island Barn Res., 

PAWS Ge 

Oct. 22—M. Littleton Res., ... W.E.G. 
» ®2—M. Staines Res., ... A.H.M. 
»  22—S. Molesey Res., P.W.E.C. 

SMEW. 
Mar. 12—S. Molesey Res., 
H.M.R.-K. 
Nov. 19—M. Stoke Newington Res., 
C.W. 
Dec. 3—S. Molesey Res., P.W.E.C. 
TURTLEDOVE. 

April 28—S. Wimbledon, R.E.W. 

May 5—M. Brent Res., a Reale 
es 8—B. Denham, ......... R.S.R.F. 
re 8—E. Epping Forest, ..... S.A. 

Aug. 21—S. Arbrook Common, 

K.P.K 
no POINT, IROMMIOIWNG!,  seaconsace lab Jeale 

Sept o—— Hess @eSiniuimijaessseeeee eA uss: 

COMMON SANDPIPER. 

April 283—S. Barn Elms Res., E.G.P. 
»  24—M. Staines Res., ...... GA aie 

Sept. 25—S. Beddington, ......... JO 12 

OCS —— Ea es ROMLOEGms Sih near Eiebebs 

9—M. Brent Res., ..... W.D.M. 
a ool a@inesiniuimite, 225.s4ce. A.R.S. 
JACK SNIPE. ! 

Mar. 12—M. Ruislip Res., C.A.W. 
ee oe Chiowwelliy oe. W.A.W. 

April 2—-S. Beddington, ..... P.W.R 

Oct. 9—M. Brent Res., ...... W.D.M 
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Books Received. 


At the Turn of the Tide, by Richard Perry. Pp. xv, 206. (London: 
Lindsay Drummond Ltd., 1938; 12s 6d.) 

The author has attempted, and succeeded in, the difficult task of 
writing a book that is a contribution both to literature and to ornitho- 
logy: At the Turn of the Tide is the fruit of ‘several years’ full-time 
bird-watching in Norfolk, at Holy Island, and on the Solway. The 
field observations it contains, notably on the Geese and Waders, should 
be read by every bird-watcher. There are also many passages in which 
Mr Perry has given his descriptive pen full rein, and these, while add- 
ing considerably to the value of the book for the lay reader, do not in 
the least detract from its value as a contribution to serious ornithology. 


R. 8. Boe 


Report of the Committee on Bird Sanctuaries in Royal Parks (England) 
for 1937. Pp. 32. (H.M. Stationery Office; 6d>) 

The Royal Parks Bird Report for 1937 maintains the high standard 
its predecessors have taught us to expect of it. It is a matter of 
ereat satisfaction to members of the Londen Natural History Society 
that all but one of the official observers for the Royal Parks round Lon- 
don, who are responsible for the body of this Report, are members of 
the Society. For 1937 the Report contains the usual valuable records 
of London bird life, not only of such rarities as a Great Grey Shrike in 
Richmond Park and a Slavonian Grebe on the Serpentine, but also of 
the humbler residents of the parks, some of which, such as the Jackdaws 
of Kensington Gardens, are in none too flourishing a state. It is to be 
hoped that one day the L.C.C. can be persuaded to sponsor a similar 
report for the open spaces under its control, such as Hampstead Heath 
and the South London commons. 


R. S. Bee 
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The 1938 Report is now out of print, but copies of the 1936 
and 1937 Reports may be had, price 1s 6d (1s to members 
of the Society), from the Recorder, Mr R. S. R. Fitter, 81 
' Ridgmount Gardens, W.C.1, or from the Librarian of the 
Society at the London School of Hygiene, Keppel Street, 
W.C.1. The Report for 1936 contains a map showing the 
boundary of the Society’s area. 


Before 1936, the annual report on the Birds of the 
London Area appeared in the London Naturalist, copies of 
which may be obtained from the Librarian at the above 
address or from the General Secretary at 91 Queen’s Road, 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. (Prices, 1914-25, 1928-31, 3s per 
annum; 1932-35, 5s per annum; two-thirds prices to mem- 
bers). The following reprints from the London Naturalist 
are also obtainable (prices in brackets) : — 


Birds of Epping Forest (1923) (6d). 


London Reservoirs and their Influence on Bird Life (1927) 
by A. Holte Macpherson (6d). 


The Thames as a Bird-Migration Route (1928) by W. E. 
Glegg (6d). 


Ornithological Records of the London Area: Preliminary 
List of Birds Observed within 20 miles of St Paul’s 
Cathedral (1928) (6d). 


The Birds of Middlesex since 1866 (1929) by W. E. Glegg (1s). 


Diurnal Observations on the Nightjar (1929) by David 
Lock (6d). 


Birds of the Harrow District (1933) by T. H. Harrisson (ls). 


An Identification Key to British Grey Geese (1935) by 
John Berry (6d). 








London Bird Report, 1939. 





INTRODUCTION. 
HE fourth issue of the London Bird Report as a separate publica- 
tion 1s necessarily smalier than its predecessors. The war has 


dictated a cut in size and has also reduced the number of observers 
sending in notes and the number of observations each observer has been 
able to make. About a dozen regular observers are known to the Re- 
corder to be serving in the Armed Forces. For the first seven months 
of 1939 the specific notes are comparable with those for 1938, but after 
that most of the reservoirs and sewage farms were closed to bird watchers, 
first on account of I.R.A. activities and then because of the war. Dur- 
ing the autumn migration full observations are, therefore, only avail- 
able for Staines Reservoirs and Brooklands Sewage Farm. The excep- 
tional season enjoyed at Staines’ suggests that it would have been in- 
deed a bumper year if the other reservoirs and sewage farms had been 
open. 

The most noteworthy events of the year were the occurrence at Barn 
Elms in April and at Staines in December of the first two Iceland Gulls 
ever recorded in the London area, which were also the first records for 
Surrey and Middlesex respectively. Other notable records included 
Great Grey Shrikes at Ruislip and Richmond, Short-eared Owls on 
Walton Heath and Wimbledon Common and Black Redstarts at Blooms- 
bury, Hampstead and Beddington. At Staines the spring migration 
brought Turnstone, Sanderling, Little Stint and Black-tailed Godwit to 
the reservoirs, and in the autumn visits were paid by Common Scoter, 
eight Black-necked Grebes, Grey Plover, Purple Sandpiper, Greenshank, 
a November Black Tern and three Little Gulls. Brooklands Sewage 
Farm produced Turnstone, Ruff, Curlew-Sandpiper, Little Stint, Wood- 
Sandpiper, Greenshank and Curlew in the spring and Ruff, Green Sand- 
piper and Greenshank in the autumn. 

Some notable 1ecoveries have been made during the year of birds 
ringed in the London area. A Starling ringed at the Society’s trap at 
Beddington Sewage Farm was recovered in Hast Prussia, a Linnet ringed 
at Woldingham and a Robin ringed at Woodford Green were reported 
from South-West France, a Goosander ringed at Molesey was recovered 
in Finland and two Black-headed Gulls ringed at Molesey were reported 
from Denmark. Another Black-headed Gull, picked up dead at Bed- 
dington, had been ringed in Estonia. 

In view of the fact that publication ot the Report of the Committee 
on Bird Sanctuaries in Royal Parks for 1939 has been postponed, a 
larger number of records than usual have been included for the parks 
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and for Inner London generally. Since the main part of the Report 
was written, however, Mr Holte Macpherson has published many of the 
most interesting of these records in his annual review of the Birds of 
Inner London in B.B., xxxiii, 326. It has not been thought necessary 
to give this reference in each case, as most of the records published by 
Mr Macpherson had been sent in independently to the Recorder. 


In addition to the usual specific notes, special summaries are given 
of the status of the Goldfinch, Stock-Dove, Common Sandpiper and 
Redshank, the first three being the species selected by the British Trust 
for Ornithology for special study during 1939, and the last-named the 
subject of a special Trust inquiry. The three species selected for special 
study during 1940 are the Sand-Martin, Teal and Curlew. Any -infor- 
mation about the status of these species in the London area will be 
welcome, and especially answers to the questions set out in the record- 
ing circular sent out in January, copies of which are still obtainable 
from the Recorder. The Recorder will also be glad to supply informa- 
tion about other Trust inquiries, and about the Trust itself, to mem- 
bers interested. 


During 1939 further progress was made with the scheme for the 
ecological study of the bird-life of built-up areas and agricultural land, 
which was outlined in the recording circular for 1938, copies of which 
are still available on application to the Recorder. Field meetings held 
at North Weald, Essex, and Eynsford, Kent, to take transect censuses 
of agricultural land were well attended. Several individual members 
have done valuable work on the bird-population of gardens and agri- 
cultural land, and have taken transect censuses of agricultural land 
and built-up areas. It is hoped that this work will continue as far as 
war conditions permit. The Recorder will be grateful for any notes 
on these lines and will be pleased to hear from members wishing to 
know more about the scheme. 


The Recorder would also be glad to have special notes on any of the 
following im the London area:—(a) Rookeries, (b) roosts and fly-lines 
of rooks, starlings and gulls, (c) any noteworthy effects of the war on 
bird-life, and (d) the status of birds on and around Hampstead Heath. 

The waterfowl census organised by Mr R. C. Homes during the 
winter of 1938-39 was successfully completed, but it will not be possible 
to publish the results until after the war. Since most of the Metro- 
politan Water Board reservoirs were inaccessible it was not possible to 
continue the census in the winter of 1939-40. 

All records in the specific notes are for 1939, except where otherwise 
stated. The initials after each record indicate the observer responsible 
for it. The following abbreviations are used :—B.=Buckinghamshire, 
B.B.=British Birds magazine, K.=Hssex, H.= Hertfordshire, K.=Kent, 
L.B.R.=CLondon Bird Report, M.=Middlesex, Res.=Reservoir, S.= 
Surrey, S.F.=Sewage farm. 

Thanks are due to the followi ing 103 observers who have sent in 
notes. The Recorder also wishes to thank specially Mr W. D. Park 
for help with entering the records on the sheets. 
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H. G. Alexander, 


per R.W. 

W. B. Alexander. 

C. B. Ashby. 

S. Austin. 

Mrs L. Barker, 
per C.E.L. 

H. A. Baylis, 
per C.L.C. 


C. Howard Bentham. 

Dr G. Beven. 

C. H. Blathwayt, 
Der RES RAE. 

1B, Cz Ib, IxOnVGl, 

Miss B. E. Brown. 

18l, dl, IBiwielaull 


Miss M. H. Butterworth. 


L. I. Carrington. 
J. S. Carter. 

S. P. W. Chave. 
C. L. Collenette. 
G. W. Collett. 

R. i. Collett. 
W. LL. Colyer. 
IP, WY, Bi, Owe, 
Miss R. Davis. 


I MWY, IDEAS; 
per R.S.R.F. 
Sir R. C. Davison, 
per R.S.R.F. 
D. O'R. Dickey, 
per C.L.C. 


R. P. Donnelly. 
Miss K. Douglas-Smith, 
F. Dutton, 

per R.C.H. 


Major J. C. Eales-White. 


W. G. Ellis. 

K. V. Elphinstone. 
Ree See Eriiuel. 
H. B. Fossey. 
Jape HoOsters 


D. W. Gillingham. 
W. E. Glegg. 
H. Greenaway, 
Nae INAOalsl. 
H. R. Griggs, 
1OXEIO DS tse] Bt) th 
R. W. Hale. 
P. J. Hanson. 
J. G. Harrison, 
per. Merle 
Dr J. M. Harrison. 
W. R. D. Harrisson, 
DELAIR AS eRe: 
P. D. Hayward. 
P. A. D. Hollom. 
R. C. Homes. 
G. Hopkins. 
A. B. Hornblower. 
Miss P. Jeffery. 
Mrs H. M. Rait Kerr. 
Kk. P. Keywood. 
Die TEL, 1b. IbBClk 
Miss C. E. Longfield. 


Dr G. Carmichael Low. 


Mrs E. Macalister. 
A. Holte Macpherson. 
J. D. Magee, 


per J.A.S. 

Col. H. A. F. Magrath, 
per A.B.H. 

EF. R. Mann. 


G. E. Manser. 

W. D. Melluish. 

A. F. Mitchell, 
per C.L.C. 

D. A. T. Morgan. 

G. R. Mountfort. 

E. T. Nicholson. 

W. D. Park. 

L. Parmenter. 

E. R. Parrinder. 

E. W. Pearce. 


He Ge Redler: 
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R. W. Pethen. 
W. R. Philipson. 
Capt. G. Wand Piercy. 
Weer Been er Give 
A. J. Rabbets, 

per G.E.M. 
P. W. Ratcliff. 
D. A. Rawlence. 
R. A. Richardson. 
J. E. Roberts. 
CAICmaROSe: 
Miss A. M. Saunders. 
R. P. Sewell, 


per S.A. 
A.- Simms, 
per C.L.C. 
W. J. L. Sladen, 
per C.L.C. 
J. A. Smeed. 


A. R. Sumerfield. 
P. Thompson. 
Dr W. W. Thomson, 
per R-S.R.E: 
Miss M. S. van Oostveen. 
W. G. Vincent. 
G. Warburg. 
Mrs W. Boyd Watt. 
C. Weeks. 
C. A. White. 
X. Whitlock. 
A. F. Wigram. 
J. A. Wigzell. 
I. A. Williams, 
per R.S.R.E. 
A. R. Wilton. 
R. E. Windsor. 
W. A. Wright. 
Miss E. Wyatt, 
per C.L.C. 
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Birds in the London Area, 1939. 


REPORT ON BIRD-LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF 


ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. 


Roox. Corvus f. frugilegus L. 
M. 15-16 flying N. over London Bridge on October 29 (R.S.R.F.). 


Jackpaw. Corvus monedula spermologus Vieill. 


M. Two or three flying over the Law Courts in the Strand on March 18 
(W.D.P.). Ladbroke Square, W.11, one flying over on Oct. 3 (A.8.). 


BritisH Jay. Garrulus glandarius rufitergum Hart. 
M. St James’s Park, one in August and September: (R.A.R.). 
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Srartinc. Sturnus v. vulgaris L. 

M. One ringed at Friern Barnet by M. V. Boys on December 9, 1935, 
was recovered where ringed on April 14, 1939; one ringed at Harrow 
by C. E. Owen on December 24, 1937, was recovered at Astwick, 
Beds (32m. N.), on May 21, 1939; one recovered at Laleham on June 
24, 1938, had been ringed as adult at Malvern, Worcs (90m. N.W.), 
on July 27, 1937 (B2B., xxii, 3305 sxx 229): 

S. An adult whose upper mandible protruded beyond the under man- 
dible by about one-third of its own length was seen at Beddington 
on June 10 (C.B.A.). One ringed at the Society’s trap at Bedding- 
ton S.F. on December 26, 1938, by L.P. was recovered at Lyck, East 
Prussia, in May 1939; one recovered at Egham on April 19, 1939, 
had been ringed at St Neot’s, Hunts (55m. N.) on December 22, 
1938 (B.B., xxxiul, 129). 


HawrincH. Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes (..). 

E. Epping Forest, several records for April; W.A.W. saw young birds 
in Knighton Wood in August. 

H. - Croxleygreen, one on March 19 (R.S.R.F.). 

K. Beckenham, a pair, Apr. 1 (G.E.M.). Hayes, a male, Apr. 12(G.E.M.). 

M. Bushy Park, several records, one on May 5 (E.W.P.). Highgate 
Wood, an adult and two young on June 10 (R.S.R.F.). Kensington 
Gardens, one on May 9 (M.S.0O.). Northwood, noted in March 
(G.H.). Ruislip Common, one on February 11 and March 4 (C.C.R.): 
Whitewebbs Park, seen from February to July, fully fledged young 
seen on June & (A.R.S.). 

S. Many records from the usual localities on the North Downs and the 
areas lying immediately to the north (Bookham to Epsom) and south 
(Reigate to Limpsfield) of the Downs. Nested at Chipstead, Head- 
ley, Limpsfield Common and Richmond Park. Noteworthy flocks 
included one of 40-50 at Reigate in January (A.M.S.) and one of 
30-49 in Richmond Park on March 21 and 24 (W.I.C.). 


GREENFINCH. Chloris c. chloris (L.). 
K./S. One ringed at Epsom by W.D.P. on February 24 was recovered 
at Blackheath (15m. N.E.) on March 25 (B.B., xxxiii, 130). 


BritisH GoLpFINcH. Carduelis c. britannica (Hart.). 
See special account on p. 23. 


SisKIN. Carduelis spinus (L.). 

Kx. Beckenham, six in alders in Kelsey Park on January 29 (A.J.R.). 
Hayes, flock of 7-8 on Sept. 24 (P.W.R.). 

M. Brent Park, four on February 26 (G.W.). Bushy Park, in good 
numbers in the winter of 1938-39, but fewer in the winter of 1939-40 
(EWP. ER.): 

S. Godstone, small flock in alders, November 11 (B.E.B.). Lower 
Kingswood, six on December 31 (H.B.). Richmond Park, present 
in small numbers till March 12, largest count two flocks of 12 and 43 
on February 17 (C.L.C., W.L.C., D.O’R.D.). Reigate Heath, about 
six on Jan. 6 (H.G.A.). | 
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Lesser Reprott. Carduelis flammea cabaret (P. L. S. Mill.). 

EK. Reported in winter from Epping Forest and the Roding Valley at 
Buckhurst Hill by several observers. W.G.E. saw a flock of 80-100 
in the Forest on March 12, which contained several birds larger than 
the others with white lines or streaks on the mantle, very white 
underparts and breast tinged pink. Unfortunately the rump and 
wing-bars were not clearly seen. 

H. Bayford, a pair, probably nesting, on May 14 (P.J.H.) 

Kk. Nested at Farnborough (H.R.G.) and Hayes Common (G.E.M.), and 
possibly also on Chislehurst Common, where G.E.M. saw a family 
party on August 13. 

M. Reported in winter from Brent, Bushy and Whitewebbs Parks and 
from Park Wood, Ruislip. H.M.R.K. saw a small party flying over 
Lord’s on May 22, a pair in Ken Wood on June 8; and six on Hamp- 
stead Heath, July 18. Bushy Park, 12 on May 28 (K.W.P.). 

S. Nested in a garden at Roehampton (J.E.R.), on Sheen Common 
(E.M.), at Tadworth (H.B.), and on Wimbledon Common (R.E.W.). 
A very large flock frequented Wimbledon Common between January 
and April, containing 150-200 birds on February 10 (A.H.M., 
R.E.W., and others). 


Linnet, Carduelis cannabina cannabina (1..). 
S. A nestling ringed at Woldingham on June 18, 1937, was recovered 
at Caudéran (Gironde), France, on Nov. 7, 1937 (B.B., xxxii, 331). 


British BuuuFIncH. Pyrrhula p. nesa Math. and Ired. 
M. St James’s Park, one on June 10 (R.A.R.). 


’ Crossspiny. Loxia c. curvirostra L. 

S. Gatton Park, 4-5 feeding in larches on Jan. 5 (H.G.A.). 

ConTINENTAL CHaFrincn. Fringilla c. coelebs WL. 

K. Sevenoaks district, reported by J.M.H. to be a regular winter 
visitor and passage migrant. J.M.H. writes ‘“‘ I recognise them in 
the field and do not consider it necessary to take samples now. I 
only do this if 1 have any special investigation on, but consider this 
matter sufficiently proved now.’’ (See also S.H. Bird Report, 1935, 
Deezer a0, op. 20> and, 1938) p. 38): 

Britisu Cuarrincn. Fringilla coelebs gengleri Kleinschmidt. 

M. Lincoln’s Inn Fields, one on March 4 and 7 (W.D.P.). 

Bramsiine. Fringilla montifringilla L. 

EK. Small numbers reported from Knighton, Romford S.F. and Seward- 

stone at the beginning of the year (B.C.L.B., A.R.S., W.A.W.). 

K. Beckenham, three or four in Kelsey Park on January 8 (A.J.R.). 
Belvedere, a flock of about 100 with about 100 chaffinches had evi- 
dently been roosting for a considerable period in a disused works 
yard, February 1 (J.S.C.). 

S. Many records from the usual and some fresh localities on the North 
Downs and elsewhere, mainly for the first half of the year. A large 
flock was seen in Kew Gardens early in the year and was estimated 
at about 75 by W.R.P. on January 5 and at about 150 by A.F.M. 
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on January 28. Mortlake, one feeding with several chaffinches on 
the Thames mud on Dec. 29 (E.G.P.). Late date, Wimbledon 
Common, May 3 (R.E.W.). 


Corn-Bountinc. Emberiza calandra UW. 

EK. Reported from Romford S.F. on May 14, from Orsett on June 3. 
from between Goodmayes and Chadwell Heath Stations on July 7, 
when one of a pair was carrying food, and from Hainault on July 
22 (BCL Be): 

H. Colney Heath, a nest with four eggs found on May 27 (A.R.S.). 

M. Hayes, one singing, May-July; Staines Moor, bred as usual (C.A.W.). 


Crrt Buntince. Emberiza c. cirlus Lh. 
S. Colley Hill, a pair on April 1 (H.J.B.). 


TREE-SPARROW. Passer m. montanus (M..). 

EK. King George Res., nested again in drain-pipe in wall of aqueduct 
(W.A.W.). N. Weald, two on April 16 (R.S.R.F.). Romford S.F., 
resident (B.C.L.B.). 

M. Nested at Mill Hill (W.D.M.) and Staines Moor (C.A.W.), and at- 
tempted to do so in Barn Hill Park, Wembley (R.W.H.). Winter ~ 
flocks in Bushy Park (E.W.P.) and on Staines Moor, where A.F.W. 
saw about 150 on March 10. 

S. Very few records this year. Beddington S.F., a few in the first half 
of the year -(L.P., W.D.P.). Mitcham Common, apparently at- 
tempted to nest (C.B.A.). Molesey, one at Island Barn Res. on 
February 18 and March 18 (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, nested as 
usual in several places (C.L.C.). 


Woop-Lark. Jllula a. arborea (M..). 
S. North Downs, one singing in a favourite spot on March 22 (G.W.C.) 
is the only record this vear. None were reported in Richmond Park 


(CAC): 


Sxy-Lark. Alauda a. arvensis L. 

M. A few more records have been received for built-up areas in January, 
supplementing those already published for December 1938 (L.B.R., 
1938, p. 31). On January 5 there were 30 on Primrose Hill 
(W.E.K.P.) and 15 in Regent’s Park (H.M.R.K.), where diminish- 
ing numbers remained until January 30. One flew over Primrose 
Hill on March 25, and three were seen in Regent’s Park in Septem- 
ber (W.4.K.P.). 


Rock-Prvit. Anthus spinoletta petrosus (Mont.). 

M. Staines Res., one on October 22 (P.W.E.C., G.C.L., A-H.M.). 

S. Reported from the Surrey bank of the Thames opposite Chiswick 
Eyot on December 30 by G.C.I. 


Yettow Wactart. Motacilla flava rayi (Bp.). 

E. Breeding reported from Chingford and Sewardstone (W.A.W.). 

K. Late date, West Wickham, October 7 (A.J.R.). 

M. Brent Res., did not breed as in former years (W.D.M.). St James’s 
Park, seen on April 20, May 1, September 13 and 19 (R.A.R.). 
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S. Breeding reported from Barn Elms Res. (G.C.L., E.G.P.), Bedding- 
ton S.F. and Brooklands S.F. (W.D.P.) 


Grey Waerain. Motacilla c. cinerea Tunst. 

H. Watford, nested in Cassiobury Park (J.D.M., J.A.8.). 

K. Beckenham, probably nested in Kelsey Park (G.E.M., P.W.R.). 
M. Charing Cross, one on jetsam in Thames on October 14 (J.S.C.). 
St James’s Park, several times in autumn, often two, once three 
(R.A.R.). St John’s Wood, one on roof of Lord’s grandstand, Oct. 
7 (H.M.R.K.). Hyde Park, one on Oct. 14°(R.A.R.). Regent’s Park, 
one at the Zoo on Oct. 25 (D. Seth-Smith, B.B., xxxiii, 326). 
Probably bred at Brooklands S.F. (W.G.E. saw a young bird on 
June 16) and Watermeads, Mitcham (C.B.A., G.B.). Visited a 
garden at Limpsfield in June (B.E.B.). 


WM 


Prep Wageratt. Motacilla alba yarrelli Gould. 

M. St James’s Park, noted in Apr., Aug. and Oct. (K.V.E., R.S.R.F.); 
also seen from an office in Victoria St. in Oct. and Nov. (E.R.P.). 

S. The Fetcham roost (Z.B.R., 1938, p. 7) was less used this year 
(H.J.B.). P.W.E.C. reports some evidence of a roost in Cheam 
Warren in Oct. and Nov. Waterloo Bridge, one on July 7 (W.D.P.). 


Waitt Waertatr. Motacilla a. alba L. 

E. King George Res., a male on April 15 (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., two males on April 13 (G.E.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on April 24 (G.C.L.). 

BritisH TREE-CREEPER. Certhia familiaris britannica Ridgw. 

M. St John’s Wood, one in a garden, November 9 (H.M.R.K.). 

BrittsH Bruker Tir. Parus caeruleus obscurus Prazak. 

M. Mr F. Wormald, in a letter to The Times of May 23, records that 
a pair of blue tits with a nest of their own took to feeding a 
brood of young robins in an old kettle in his garden at Potters Bar 
on May 12. In the space of a minute or so they paid six visits to 
one of the robins. There was no apparent antagonism between the 
two species, the robins merely refraining from visiting the nest 
while the tits were there. 

British MarsH-Tir. Parus palustris dresseri Stejn. 

S. Headley, three, presumably two cocks and a hen, on February 19 
engaged in display and chases, uttering a prolonged nuthatch-like 
whistle; the crests of the cocks were much elevated (P.W.E.C.). 

British Wittow-Tit. Parus atricapillus kleinschmidti Hellm, 

K. Chevening, one on North Downs on July 16 (R.S.R.F.). 

M. Reported from near Elstree Res. on March 18 (R.W.H.), from Rui- 
slip Common by several observers in the winter months, from near 
Stanwell on February 12 and December 31 (C.A.W.), and from 
Whitewebbs Park on April 24 (A.R.S.). 

5. Epsom Common, a pair on April 29 and again on April 30, when 
they were seen feeding on imsects in gorse flowers and another was 
observed feeding on sallows (P.W.E.C.). Headley, one on March 
19 feeding on gorse and dead bracken, from which it obtained a 
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small pupa, and stripping the white outer bark from a small birch 
(P.W.E.C., W.D.P.). Limpsfield Common, one on January 1, two 
on February 5, one on April 2 and June 17 (P.W.E.C., L.P.). Mit- 
cham, two at Watermeads on January 14 and May 6 (G.B.). 
Wimbledon Common, seen several times (M.H.B.). 


BritisH Lone-taiLep Tir. Aegithalos caudatus rosaceus Mathews. 

M. Bushy Park, a flock of more than 50 on November 2 (J.E.R.). 
Kensington Gardens, eight on Mar. 13 (R. W. Hayman, B.B., 
Xxx1ll, 326). 

S. Ashtead Common, an adult on May 13 with its tail bent up over 
its back, presumably as a result of brooding (C.B.A.). Chaldon, a 
flock of about 200 on Alderstead Common during very cold weather 
on February 8 (L.I.C.). 


GREAT GREY SHRIKE. Lanius e. excubitor L. 

M. One was seen on Ruislip Common on February 5 (G.H.), November 
12 (P.J.H., A.R.S.), November 25 (G.H.); and December 30 
(Gis): On November 12 several feathers were recovered from 
the bird’s prey and submitted by A.R.S. to Mr H. F. Witherby, . 
who pronounced them to be a sky-lark’s. 

S. One was seen in Richmond Park on February 13 and on Ham Com- 
mon on March 30 (W.J.U.S8.). 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE. Lantus c. collurio h, 

E. Nested at Waltham Abbey (A.R.S.). 

H. Early date, Rye House, April 27 (F.J.J.). 

K. Nested at Biggin Hill (three pairs, H.R.G., G.E.M.), Farnborough 
(one pair, H.R.G.), and probably at Hayes (G.E.M.). 

M. Nested on Staines Moor as usual (C.A.W.). 

S. Nested on Ham Common (one pair, W.J.L.S.), Kenley Common 
(one pair, E.W.P.), Limpsfield Common (one pair, R.C.H.), and 
Mitcham Common (five pairs, of which only two successfully hatched 
a full clutch, W.W.T.). Barn Elms Res., one, Aug. 25 & 26 (E.G.P.). 


SpotreD FrycaTcHER. Muscicapa s. striata (Pall.). 

M. Nested on Hampstead Heath (H.M.R.K.), in Ladbroke Square, 
W.11 (A.S.), in Regent’s Park (W.E.K.P.), in Kensington Gardens 

and in the grounds of Holland House (A.H.M.). 

S. Late date, Epsom, September 30 (G.B.). 

Pirp FrycatcHer. Muscicapa h, hypoleuca (Pall.). 

S. Mitcham Common, a male on June 19 (W.W.T.). 

ConTINENTAL GotpcrEst. Regulus r. regulus (L.). 

K. Very prevalent in the Sevenoaks district in 1939, and may safely 
be regarded as a regular and common winter visitor, arriving at 
the end of September and remaining over till some time in April 
(J.M.H.). In 1938 J.M.H. recorded a big increase in goldcrests 
in the Sevenoaks district on October 9 and suggested that this was 
due to birds of this subspecies (S.H. Bird Report, 1938, p. 43). On 
November 7, 1937, a bird of this subspecies was obtained at Seven- 
oaks AG. His iy SB ee 193i ies) 
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M. [In view of Dr Harrison’s note for the Sevenoaks district quoted 
above, J.E.R.’s note of a large influx of goldcrests into Bushy Park 
on November I acquires added interest. This influx into Bushy 
Park in early November has been recorded in several previous years, 


e.@., 1934 and 1935. ] 


BritisH Goupcrest. Legulus r. anglorum Hart. 

M. One near Kensington Palace on Sept. 12 and one in the Zoological 
Gardens on Oct. 24 (Sir C. Hurcomb and D. Seth-Smith, B.B., 
Sexo D0) 

S. Banstead, nested in evergreen three feet from ground (J.E.R.). 


Frrecrest. Regulus 1. ignicapillus (Temm.). 

M. Ruislip Common, the pair first seen on December 31, 1938 (Z.B.R., 
1938, p. 8) was seen again by C.C.R. on January 7 and one bird 
was seen on January 9 (R.W.H., C.C.R.). 


CuirrcHaFr. Phylloscopus c, collybita (Vieill.). 
S. Late date, Epsom, October 14 (G.B.). 


Wiitow-WaraieR. Phylloscopus t. trochilus (l.). 

M. Bushy Park, nested in a bramble-brake three feet from the ground, 
fledging period nine days (J.E.R.). 

S. Late date, Richmond Park, October 10 (M.H.B.). 


Woop-WarBLER. Phylloscopus sibilatrix (Bechst.). 

K. Nested on Hayes and probably on Keston Commons (G.E.M.). 

M. Kensington Gardens, one on May 10 (M.S.O.). Ken Wood, pro- 
bably did not nest this year (H.M.R.K.). 

S. Nested on Limpsfield Common (P.W.E.C.) and Wimbledon Common 
(R.E.W.). Reigate Heath, one on May 21 ate a small green larva 
(R.S.R.F.). 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. Locustetla n. naevia (Bodd.). 

M. Early date, Ruislip, April 14 (W.R.P.). 

S. Reported as usual from Ashtead, Bookham, and Epsom Commons 
and Walton Heath. Early date, Epsom Common, Apr. 15 (R.C.H.). 

REED-WARBLER. Acrocephalus s, scirpacéus (Herm.). 

E. Nested at Dagenham Breach (B.C.1.B.). 

H. Nested at Cheshunt (A.R.S.). 

S. Nested at Barn Elms Res. (three pairs, G.C.L., E.G.P.), Bedding- 
ton Lane Ponds (one pair, W.W.T.), and Mitcham Junction gravel 
pits (four or five pairs, G.B., W.W.T.). 


SEDGE-WARBLER. Acrocaphalus schoenobaenus (L.), 

M. Kensington Gardens, one on May 9 (M.S.0.). St James’s Park, one 
on April 22 (R.A.R.). 

GARDEN-WaARBLER. Sylvia borin (Bodd.). 

M. Kensington Gardens, one on May 11 (M.S.O.). 


Brackeap. Sylvia a. atricapilla (.). 
K. Late date, Epping Forest, September 9 (W.A.W.). 
M. Kensington Gardens, one on April 24 and August 16 (M.S.0.). 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT. Sylvia c. curruca (L.). 

H. Late date, Cheshunt, September 22 (A.R.S.). 

K. Nested at Farnborough (H.R.G.) and Hayes (G.E.M.). 

M. Nested at Mill Hill (W.D.M.). St James’s Park, one, Sept. 3 
(R.A.R.). 

S. Nested on Ham Common (W.J.L. S.) and in a garden near Sheen 
Common (P.T.). Late date, Sheen Common, September 14 (E.G.P.). 


DARTFORD WARBLER. Sylvia undata dartfordiensis Lath. 
S. The only record received is of two cocks on March 31 in locality A 
mentioned in previous 1.B.R.’s. 


FrevprareE. Turdus pilaris L. 

M. Regent’s Park, one on January 1 and four on January 5 (W.E. K. P2 
St John’s Wood, 30 flying W. on October 15 (H.M.R.K.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a flock of about 20 roosted in the trees by the pool 
from January to March (M.4.B., H.4.1L., G.C:L. Arai 


BritisH Sonc-THRusH. Turdus e. ericetorum Turton. 

H. One recovered at Waltham Cross on December 24, 1938, had been 
ringed at Cambridge (87m. N.), Jan. 20, 1938 (B.B., xxxu, 332). 

S. One recovered at South Norwood on June 18, 1939, had been ringed 
at Whipsnade, Beds (86m. N.W.), Jan. 5, 1939 (B.B., xxxiii, 132). 


Repwine. Turdus m. musicus L. 

M. Several of those which came to the Central Parks in the cold spell of 
Dec. 1938 stayed on till Jan., and a few passed through at the end 
of March (A.H.M. and others). Late date, Bushy Park, May 7 
(E.W.P.). 

Brackstrp. Turdus m. merula L. 

E. One ringed at Woodford Green by S. Boardman on November 27, 
1937, was recovered at Bildeston, Suffolk (50m. N.E.) on July 10, 
1938:.(B.B., xxxi1, 333). 

M. Cellophane from a cigarette packet was among the material used for 
building a nest in Lincoln’s Inn Fields (W.D.P.). 


WHEATEAR. Ocnanthe oe. oenanthe (L.). 

Passage through the area lasted in spring from March 30 to May 20 
and in autumn from August 13 to November 5. Late date, Wimble- 
don Common, November 5 (R.E.W.). 

M. St John’s Wood, one on Primrose Hill on April 10 (W.E.K.P.) and 
one at Lord’s on August 28, which perched on the roof of the grand- 
stand and on a crab-tree (H.M.R.K.). One in Kensington Gardens 
and two in Regent’s Park on Aug. 24 (A.H.M.). 

WaurncnHat. Sazicola rubetra (L.). 

K. Bred at Walthamstow Res. (W.A.W.) and reported in breeding sea- 
son at Abridge (J.H.G.P.), Bulphan (W.G.E.), King George Res. 
(A.R.S.) and Romford S.F. (B.C.L.B.). 

H. Cheshunt Common, a pair on July 9 (S.A., P.J.H.). 

K. Noted at Elmers End S.F. on Sept. 19 (P.W.R.). 

M. Hampstead Heath, one on May 18 (K.D.S.). Staines Moor, one on 
June 18 (D.A.T.M.) and August 8 (C.A.W.). 
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S. Bred on Kpsom Common (R.S.R.F.) and in Richmond Park (C.L.C.). 
Reported on passage from Barn Elms Res. and Beddington S.F. 


Britisn Stonecuatr. Saxicola torquata hibernans (Hart.). 

S. Nested on Bookham Common (I..1.C.), Epsom Common (W.D.P.), 
Mitcham Common (C.B.A.), Walton Heath (L.1.C.), and Wimbledon 
Common (R.E.W.), but not apparently in Richmond Park, for the 
first time since records have been kept (C.L.C.). 


Repstart. Phoenicurus ph. phoenicurus (M.). 
Bred as usual in Bushy Park, Epping Forest and Richmond Park. 
Kx. Farnborough, a juvenile on July 20 (H.R.G.). This species is rarely 
seen in the Kent part of the area. 
S. Late date, Epsom, October 12 (G.B.). 


Brack Repstart. Phoenicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis (Gm.). 

M. Bloomsbury, a one-year-old male was seen and heard on numerous 
occasions between May 20 and June 22 on the back of the British 
Museum and the new London University building (S.P.W.C., G.C.L., 
see also B.B., xxxiii, 81, 108). S.P.W.C. saw a second bird on June 
14, also without a white bar on the wing. Hampstead Heath, one 
on November 20 (H.M.R.K.). 

S. Beddington S.F., the three birds first seen on December 10, 1938 
(Z.B.R., 1938, p. 11) remained for some weeks during 1939. Only 
one observer (L.I.C.) ever reported seeing all three at once, but 
two were seen as late as Feb. 12 (W.D.P.), and L.P. saw one, Mar. 18. 


British Rosin. Lrithacus rubecula melophilus Hart. 

EK. One ringed at Woodford Green as a nestling by S. Boardman on 
May 10, 1938. was recovered in France at Guéthary (Basses- 
Pyrénées) on September 16, 1938 (B.B., xxxii, 333). 


Swattow. Hirundo r. rustica lh. 

M. Late date, Staines Res., November 19 (P.T.). 

S. Breeds annually in building full of hydrogen fluoride fumes (J.S.C.). 

Hovse-Martin. Delichon u. wrbica (U.). 

K. A big passage movement was noticed at Sevenoaks about October 6, 
when J.G.H. saw two to three thousand birds in the air ‘“‘ as far as 
the eye could reach.’’ 

M. Nested in built-up areas at Hampton Wick (R.S.R.F.) and Hendon 
(D.W.). 

S. Nested in built-up areas on the edge of Mitcham Common (S.P.W.C.) 
and in New Malden (W.L.C.). 

Sanp-Martin. Ripoeria r. riparia (L.). 

This is one of the special species for 1940, and a full account of its 
status in the area will be given in the Z.B.R. for 1940. 

H. Harly date, St Albans, March 19 (G.W.). 

Swirt. Apus a. apus (L.). 

M. Although fewer than usual were seen over the Serpentine (A.H.M.), 
several pairs frequented the Ladbroke Grove district throughout the 
summer (R,C,D., A.S.). 
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NieuTsar. Caprimulgus e. europaeus L. 

EK. Epping Forest, two pairs on June 8 (W.A.W.). 

H. Cuffley, present from May 23 to August 2 (A.R.S.). 

Kx, Probably nested near Orpington (H.R.G.). 

M. Stanmore Common, one on September 19 (R.C.H.). 

S. Nested on Walton Heath (L.I.C.) and probably on Epsom Common 
(R.S.R.F.). Richmond Park, one on August 15 (A.F.M.). 


KineFisHer. Alcedo atthis ispida b. 
M. St James’s Park, one on September 4 (R.A.R.). 


GREEN WoopPEcKER. Dicus viridis pluvius Hart. 
M. Ladbroke Square, W.11, one on August 30 (A.S.). 


BritisH GREAT SPoTTED WoopPEcKER. Dryobates major anglicus (Hart.). 

M. St James’s Park, one twice in second week of October (R.A.R.). 
St John’s Wood, one came to peanuts in a garden, November 15 
(H.M.R.K.). Staines Moor, one mobbing a Little Owl on Decem- 
ber 10 persistently uttered a cry almost indistinguishable from the 
alarm note of a Mistle Thrush. This note is described in the Hand- 
book as ‘* associated with courtship ” (R.S.R.F.). 

S. Putney, a pair regularly visited dead pear-trees in a garden from 
August 6 to October 10 (M.H.B.). 


British LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. Dryobates minor comminutus 
(Hart.). : 

K. Beckenham, probably nested in Beckenham Place Park; two pairs 
in Kelsey Park on April 24 (G.E.M.). 

M. Campden Hill, one in grounds of Cam House, Sept. 10 (D.A.T.M.). 
Hyde Park, one, Mar. 10 (W.J.L.S.) and one early in May (A.H.M.). 

S. Nested at Watermeads, Mitcham (G.B.) and in Richmond Park 
(CC: Putney, one came to dead pear-trees in a garden in 
every month from January to September (M.H.B.). 


Wryneck. Jynz t. torquilla L. 

K. Nested in an orchard near Farnborough (H.R.G.). 

S. Nested on Limpsfield Common (G.B., G.W.C., P.W.E.C.) and at- 
tempted to do so on the edge of Kenley Common (E.W.P.). Put- 
ney, one in a garden on Apr. 15 (M.H.B.). Reigate, heard on Apr. 
18 and 19 (H.G.A.). 

Cuckoo. Cuculus c. canorus L. 

EK. Late date, Chadwell Heath, September 19 (B.C.L.B.). 

M. St James’s Park, one on August 3 (R.A.R.). St John’s Wood, one 
in a garden, August 25 (H.M.R.K.). Holland House grounds, one 
on May 14 and June 8 (A.H.M.). 

LONG-EARED Own. Asio o. otus (L.). 

S. Kew Gardens, one on December 12 (A.F.M.). 

SHORT-EARED Own, Asio f. fammeus (Pontopp.). 

S. Wimbledon Common, one on January 5 (A.F.W.). Walton Heath, 
one to five on various dates from February 11 to March 23. Five 
were seen together on February 12 (H.B., L.1.C., W.D.P., and_ 


BIRDS IN THE LONDON AREA, 1939. 13 


others, see also B.B., xxxili, 82). Eighteen pellets sent to Dr C. 
B. Ticehurst by W.D.P. proved to consist almost entirely of the 
1emains of small birds such as sky-larks. 


WHITE-BREASTED BARN-OwL. Tyto a. alba (Scop.). 

S. One recovered at Merstham on February 20, 1939, had been ringed 
as a nestling at Capel, Surrey (11m. S.W.) on July 21, 1938 (B.B., 
xxxill, 134). Chipstead, nested (L.I.C.). 


Kestret. Falco t. tinnunculus LL, 

M. Nested on the West Tower of the Imperial Institute, South Kensing- 
ton (G.C.L.) and at Mill Hill (D.W.). Regent’s Park, one on 
January 2 (W.H.K.P.). St James’s Park, often seen (K.V.E., 
R.S.R.F.). J.S.C. considers that the behaviour of kestrels near 
gas-holders near London often suggests they are nesting on them. 


Common Buzzarp. Buteo b. buteo (l.). 

E. [Two seen over Epping Forest on September 23 were probably refer- 
able to this species (W.A.W.). |» 

K. Swanscombe, two soaring over a chalk-pit came low enough to make 
identification certain, August 30 (G.E.M.). 

SpaARROW-Hawk. Accipiter n. nisus (L.). 

K. One recovered at Farnborough on July 14 had been ringed as a nest- 
ling at Rochester (20m. N.E.) on July 7, 1938 (B.B., xxxiit, 134). 

M. Bushy Park, nested in a tall pine (J.E.R.). Hampstead, one chased 
a sparrow in Thurlow Road on February 19 (K.D.S.). St John’s 
Wood, one in a garden on August 28 (H.M.R.K.). 

S. Richmond Park, nested (C.L.C.). 

Common Heron. Ardea c. cinerea ML. 

K. There were 45 occupied nests at Walthamstow Res. (R.W.P.) and 
13 at Wanstead Park (W.B.A.), compared with 56 and 14 respec- 
tively in 19388. 

H. An interesting paper by H. N. Southern on the summer flocking of 
herons at Copped Hall, Totteridge, appeared in B.B., xxxii, 346. 

S. Gatton Park, three pairs nested, an increase of one on 1938, and 
13 were present throughout the winter (R.S.R.F., G.W.P.). Her- 
sham, 16 occupied nests, an increase of nine on 1938 (P.A.D.H.); 
one ringed here as a nestling on April 12, 1930, was recovered here 
on October 2, 1938 (B.B., xxxii, 335). Richmond Park, 61 occu- 
pied nests, all in Spanish chestnuts, an increase of eight or nine 
on 1938 (C.L.C., A.H.M.). 

WHITE-FRONTED Goosk. Anser albifrons albifrons (Scop.). 

K. Two flying E. over Sevenoaks on Apr. 12 (J.G.H.). 

Canava Goosk. Branta canadensis canadensis (M.). 

EK. Walthamstow Res., two very tame birds, first seen on Feb. 18 
probably nested (R.W.P. and other observers). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on March 11 and April 27 (W.R.P.). Brook- 

lands S.F., up to four on several dates, April 28 to June 2 
(W.G.E.). Gatton Park, 16 on March 12 (1..1.C.) and three pairs 
on April 1 (R.S.R.F.). Limpsfield Grange, up to 30 on pond in 


5 
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autumn (B.E.B.). Oxted, one on Coltsford Mill Pond, April 2 
(R.S.R.F.). 

SHELD-Duck. Tadorna tadorna (L.). 

EK. Sewardstone, two on June 4 (W.A.W.). 

M. Littleton Res., three on February 18, and two on March 18 and 
19 (W.E.G., P.A.D.H., G.C.L.). Staines Res., three on January 
21, two on February 7, one on March 5, and two.on April 16 and 
June 10 and 16 (A.H.M., C.A.W. and others). The bird which was 
first seen in October 1932 has not been seen since November 1938. 


GADWALL. Anas strepera L. 

M. Kensington Gardens, a duck on the Round Pond, Mar. 18 (W.D.P.). 

M./S. R. Thames, a drake by Waterloo Bridge on April 18 (G.B.), 24 
by Lonsdale Road, Barnes, on November 9 and seven by Chiswick 
Eyot on December 30 (G.C.L.). 

S. This species has frequented Godstone annually since 1932, Barn 
Elms annually since 1933, and the Beddington and Mitcham Ponds 
annually since 1937. It has bred at Barn Elms in 1936, 1938 and 
1939 and at Beddington in 1938 and probably in 1939. Although 
these records are almost certainly originally due to escapes from 
St James’s Park, the gadwall may now reasonably he claimed as a 
Surrey bird. (It would be interesting to know how soon after its 
introduction in 1850 the gadwall was accepted as a Norfolk bird.) 

Barn Elms Res., one with six young on June 17 and 19; max. 
nine with a mallard-gadwall hybrid on March 223 (G:C.L.). Bed- 
dington, and Mitcham Junction, max, four, one adult drake and 
three ducks or young birds, on August 13 (G.B.). Godstone, the 
old drake was seen on the Mill Pond on Apri! 2 (W.B.A.) and on 
Stangrave Pond in October and on November 11 (B.E.B.). Lons- 
dale Road Res., up to four in January and March (D.O’R.D.., 
H.M.R.K., C.A.W.) and 11 on August 30 (G.C.L.). Wimbledon 
Park Lake, a drake on Jan. 21, Feb. 18 and Mar. 18 (A.R.W.). 


Than, Almas o. erecea WU: 
This is one of the special species for 1940, and a full account of 
its status in the area will be given in the Z.B.R. for 1940. 


WiGcEON. Anas penelope L. 

EK. Connaught Water, four on January 15 (W.A.W.). 

M. Ruishp Res., one on February 15, three on October 29, and one on 
December 16 (W.R.P., C.A.W.). 

M./S. A pair on the Thames tideway at Barnes in January (D.O’R.D.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., up to six from January 21 to March 18 (many 
observers). Godstone Mill Pond, two on November 11] (B.E.B.). 
Island Barns Res., three on January 21 (P.W.E.C.). Lonsdale 
Road Res., about 40 on January 5 (H.M.R.K.), a pair on January 
14, and a drake on Jan. 28 (C.A.W.). West Molesey Res., one on 
Jan. 15 (P.A.D.H.), 29 on Feb. 18, and 21 on March 18 (P.W.E.C.) 


Pintatt. Anas a. acuta L. 
H. Hamper Mill, a drake and probably also a duck, on Oct. 22 (G.H.). 


BIRDS IN THE LONDON AREA, 1939. 15 


M. Ruislip Res., a duck on February 15 (W.R.P.). Staines Res., one 
on January 28, Pebruary 5 and March 26 (H.M.R.K., G.C.L., 
A.H.M.) and a pair from April 9 to May 20 (A.H.M., C.A.W.) and 
on December 27 (G.C.L.). 

S. <A drake seen by many observers at Lonsdale Road Res., Barn Elms 
Res. and on the Thames nearby between January 1 and March 25 
was probably the bird reported from the Thames at Chiswick on 
December 26, 1938 (£.B.R., 1938, p. 14). A drake seen in Rich- 
mond Park by W.L.C. on January 17 was possibly the same bird. 
An immature drake in Richmond Park from Dec. 3-17 (A.F.M.). 


SHOVELER. Spatula clypeata L. 

E. Dagenham Breach, a pair on May 27 (B.C.L.B.). Sewardstcne, two 
drakes, Mar. 18 (P.H.J.). Walthamstow Res., 3, Sept. 30 (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Moor, a pair on June 4 (G.C.L.) and one on August 7 
(C.A.W.);: also reported from Littleton and Staines Res., max. 
73 at Staines on Oct. 21 (C.A.W.). Hyde Park, a duck on the Ser- 
pentine, Sept. 30 (R.A.R.). 

S. Brooklands S.F., present from June 1 to August 9, numbers rising 
to over 20 on July 17 (W.G.E.); a pair was seen on May 10 and 


20 (C.B.A., G.B., W.G.E.). 


Common Pocuarp. Aythya ferina (L.). 

M. Osterley Park, two pairs on June 3 (G.C.L.). 

M./S. R. Thames, a duck between Hungerford and Waterloo Bridges 
on November 24 (J.S.C.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., the large flock which came with the cold weather 
of December 1938 (1.B.R., 1938, pp. 15, 33) dispersed gradually, 
being estimated at 500-550 on January 7 (W.G.E., R.C.H.), at 370 
on January 11 (G.C.L.), and at over 200 on February 6 (A.H.M.). 


TurtEp Duck. Aytiya fuligula (L.). 

EK. Connaught Water, a pair on June 18 and one on July 2 (W.A.W.). 
Sewardstone, one brood on July 11 (A.R.S.). Walthamstow Res., 
six broods on July 8 (W.A.W.). 

H. Cheshunt, two broods on July 10 (A.R.S.). Hamper Mill, two 
broods on July 22 (G.H.). 

M. Osterley Park, five pairs on June 3 (G.C.L.). Regent’s Park, bred 
(W.E.K.P.). 

M./S. R. Thames, three ducks by Waterloo Bridge, Dec. 27 (W.D.P.). 

S. Breeding reported from Barn Elms Res. (two pairs, G.C.L.), Bed- 
dington Lane Ponds (three pairs, G.B., W.D.P.), Beddington Farm 
Pond (one pair, G.B.), and Mitcham Junction gravel pits (four 
pairs, G.B.). The large flock which appeared at Barn Elms with 
the cold weather at the end of 19388 (Z.B.R., 1938, p. 33) rose to its 
peak at beginning of January, 1400-1500 being counted on January 
7 (R.C.H.), and then dwindled fairly rapidly to 884 on January 9 
(A.H.M.), 633 0n January 11 (G.C.L.), 577 on January 21 (R.S.R.F.), 
over 400 on February 6 (A.H.M.), 354 on February 18 (D.A.T.M.), 
and 91 on March 18 (M.H.B.). 
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Scaue-Duck. Aythya m. marila (L.). 

E. Walthamstow Res., up to six from January 14 to February 11 
(E.T.N., J.H.G.P., and others). 

M. Brent Res., a drake on Feb. 4 and 12 (G.W.). Hyde Park, a drake 
on the Serpentine, Dee. 7-11 (G.C.L., A.H.M.). Kensington Gar- 
dens, a young drake on the Round Pond for some days after Jan. 28 
(G.C.L., A.H.M.). Littleton Res., a duck on Mar. 18 (WAG? 
G.C.L.). Ruislip Res., a duck on Mar. 12 (G.H.). Staines Res., 
two on Mar. 12, and two ducks on Oct. 25 (G.C.L., A-H.M.), one 
on Nov. 4 (J.S.C.) and three on Nov. 14 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., a drake on January 11 (H.M.R.K.), a pair on 
January 12 (A.F’.W.) and up to five from February 6 to March 3 
(A.H.M. and others). W. Molesey Res., a pair, Mar. 18 (P.W.E.C.). 


GoLDENEYE. Bucephala c. clangula (L.). 

E. King George Res., one or two usualiy to be seen from January 21 
to March 20, max. six on February 2 (A:- R525 eee 
Walthamstow Res., a drake on February 11 (E.T.N.). 

M. Hampton Res., one on February 18 (P.A.D.H.). Kempton Res., 
four on January 21, two on February 18 and March 18 (P.A.D.H.). 
Littleton Res., two on January 21, four on February 18 and three 
on March 18 (W.E.G., G.C.L.). Ruislip Res., two on January 26 
(W.R.P.) and February 4 (C.C.R.), and one on February 11 (C.C.R.) 
and 15 (W.R.P.) and December 17 (W.G.E.). Staines Res., spring 
max. 8&8 on March 26, a drake in full winter plumage stayed 
till June 25 (A.H.M.); autumn max. nine on December 25, 
first seen, Oct. 29 (G.C.L., A.H.M., C.A.W.). Stoke Newington 
Res., one on Jan. 21, Feb. 18, and Mar. 18 (C.W.). 

M./S. R. Thames, one by Chiswick Eyot, February 28 (D.O’R.D.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one or two, January 14 to March 31 (A.H.M. and 
others). Island Barn Res., two on January 21 and one on March 
18 (P.W.E.C.). Lonsdale Road Res., two or three from January 
2-31 (E.G.P. and others). West - Molesey Res., max. 17 on 
March 18 (P.W.E.C.). 


Lone-tTarLteD Duck. Clangula hyemalis (L.). 

M. The bird first seen on October 1, 1938 (L.B.R., 1938, p. 16) stayed 
until April 10 (C.A.W. and others). A drake reappeared on Sep- 
tember 26 (G.C.L.) and was seen by many observers till the end of 
the year. This is the eighth successive winter in which one or more 
long-tailed duck have visited Staines. 


Common Scorer. Melanitta n. nigra (I.). 

M. Staines Res., a young bird on November 14 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., an adult duck was first seen on January 14 by 
C.A.W. and last seen on June 13 by A.H.M. 


GOOSANDER. Mergus m. mergariser L. 

EK. Connaught Water, three on January 8 (W.A.W.), five on February 
15 (F.J.J.) and one on March 5 (W.A.W.). King George Res., 
stayed till April 20, max. 10 on January 27 (A.R.S., D.W.G., 
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W.A.W.). Walthamstow Res., up to three from January 14 to 
February 11 (K.T.N. and others). 

M. Bushy Park, noted in January (J.E.R.). Hampton Court, one on 
the Long Water from February 7 to March 13 (J.E.R.). Iempton 
Res., 22 on January 21, and 14 on February 18 (P.A.D.H.). Little- 
ton Res., max. 35 on March 18 (W.H.G., G.C.L.). Ruishp 
Res., five on January 11 (W.R.P.). Staines Res., spring max. 
over 100 on January 28 (H.M.R.K.), last seen April 24 (G.C.L., 
A.H.M.); autumn max. 116 on December 10, first seen on 
October 22 (G.C.L., A.H.M.); a big fall in numbers was noted 
after Dec. 10, viz. 77 on Dec. 14, 27 on Dec. 21 (G.C.L.). 

M./S. R. Thames, opposite Syon House, seven on April 7, two on April 
10 and three, Dec. 25 (A.F.M.); at Hampton, 6, Jan. 21 (P.A.D.H.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one from January 3 to February 8 (R.C.H., W.R.P., 
A.F.W.). Island Barn Res., max. 68 on February 18 and 
March 18 (P.W.E.C.). Richmond Park, max. 21 on January 
10 (D.O’R.D.). West Molesey’ Res., max. 95 on January 21 
(R.C.H.). Two birds ringed at Molesey on December 18 and 19, 
1937, respectively, were recovered at Kasko, West Finland, on Sep- 
tember 26, 1938, and Slough, Bucks (l1lm. N.W.) on January 20, 
1939 (B.B., xxxii, 356; xxxiii, 156). 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator IL. 

M. Ruislip Res., a drake on February 4 (G.H., C.C.R.). 

S. West Molesey Res., a red-headed bird on March 18 (P.W.E.C.). 

Smew. Mergus albellus L. 

E. Walthamstow Res., seen by many observers up to March 3 
(H.M.R.K.), max. 20 on February 1] (P.A.D.H.); two on Novem- 
ber 26, one on December 16 and four on December 30 (W.A.W.). 

H. Elstree Res., one on January 21 (R.W.H.). 

‘M. Brent Res., three on February 4 (G.W.) and one on February 19 
(R.W.H.). Hampton Res., one on February 18 (P.A.D.H.). Kemp- 
ton Res., six on January 21 (P.A.D.H.). Kensington Gardens, one 
on the Round Pond on January 17 (M.S.O.). Littleton Res., one 
on January 21 (W.E.G.). Ruislip Res., seven red-headed birds on 
February 11 (G.H.), a drake on February 15, a red-head on Febru- 
ary 23 (W.R.P.) and a drake on December 17 (W.G.E.). Staines 
Res., one on January | (P.A.D.H., C.A.W.) and March 19 (A.R.S.), 
one from Nov. 29 to Dec. 27 (G.C.L. and others); a second bird was 
seen on Dec. 10 and 17 (G.C.L., A.H.M., C.A.W.). . 

M./S. R. Thames, observed between Putney and Richmond on Febru- 
ary 23 (K.V.E.); nine on December 29 and 14 on December 30 near 
Chiswick Eyot (G.C.L., E.G.P.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., max. 21 on February 6 (A.H.M.), last seen on 
March 4 (G.B., C.A.W.). Beddington Farm Pond, the two first seen 
on December 25, 1938 (0.B.R., 1938, p. 17) were seen again on Janu- 
ary 7, 8, and 29 (G.B.) and February 12 (L.P.); on February 12 
what were probably the same birds were seen on one of the Mitcham 
Junction gravel pits a few hundred yards away by G.B., G.E.M., 
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and W.D.P.; a smew was again seen at Beddington on December 
10 (G.B.) and 17 (C.B.A.)—on the latter date it flew off towards 
the Mitchem Junction gravel pit, where it was seen later in the 
day. Lonsdale Road Res., max. 18 on January 2, last seen on 
March 23 (A.H.M., E.G.P.). Island Barn Res., one on February 
18 (P.W.E.C.). West Molesey Res., max. 64, Jan. 21 (R.C.H.). 


Cormorant. Phalacrocorax c, carbo (l.). 

E. King George Res., 11 on September 23 (W.A.W.). 

H. Elstree Res., one on December 1 (H.M.R.K.). 

M. Staines Res., one on Sept. 26 (G.C.L.) and Oct. 28 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., max. 7, Feb. 20 (E.G.P.), last seen, May 4 (G.C.L.). 


SHac. Phalacrocoraxr a, aristotelis (L.). 
H. Hamper Mill, cne on September 7 and 9 (G.H.). 


GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Podiceps c. cristatus (L.). 

E. Bred as usual at Navestock and Sewardstone (W.A.W.). 

S. Nested at Beddington Lane Ponds (one pair, G.B., W.D.P.), Mit- 
cham Junction gravel pits (seven pairs, C.B.A., G.B.) and the Pen 
Ponds, Richmond Park (two pairs, C.L.C.). 


SLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus (J..). 

M. Staines Res., the bird first seen on December 27, 1938 (Z.B.R., 1938, 
p. 18) was seen again on January 1 (A.H.M., E.G.P., C.A.W.) and 
one first seen on November 5 was seen on several dates till Decem- 
ber 3 (G.C.L., A-H.M., C.A.W., see also B.B., xxxiii, 197). 

S. Richmond Park, one on the Upper Pen Pond on December 16 
(W.E.G.). West Molesey Res., one on March 7 (H.M.R.K.). 


RED-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps g. griseigena (Bodd.). 

EK. Walthamstow Res., one on January 21 (E.T.N., J.H.G.P., H:A-P., 
W.G.V.) and March 3 (H.M.R.K.). 

H. Cheshunt, one on September 14 (A.R.S.). 

M. Brent Res., two on March 18 (W.D.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., the bird first seen on December 23, 1938 (L.B.R., 
1938, p. 18) was last seen on February 4 (G.B., G.C.L., and others). 


BLACK-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps n. nigricollis Brehm. 

M. An unusually large number frequented Staines Res. this autumn be- 
tween July 30 and December 21. The max. seen was eight on 
October 10 (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and seven were recorded on October 
16 and 21 and Nov. 4and 5. They had all gone on Dec. 27 (G.C.L.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on August 30 and 31 (M.H.B., G.C.L.). Lons- 
dale Road Res., one on January 5 (H.M.R.K.). West Molesey Res., 
three on March 7 (H.M.R.K.). 

LittLe GresE. Podiceps r. ruficollis (Pall.). 

K. Beckenham, nested in Kelsey Park (A.J.R.). 

M. Nested at Osterley Park (C.A.W.). Regent’s Park, one on Novem- 
ber 20 (H.M.R.K.). St James’s Park, nested for first time since 
1914 (C. S. Bayne, B.B., xxxiil, 328). 

M./S. R. Thames, one at Hampton, January 21 (P.A.D.H.). 
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S. Nested at Fetcham Pond (H.J.B., W.D.P.), Kew Gardens 
(H.M.R.K.), Mitcham Junction gravel pits (C.B.A., G.B.) and 
Waddon (L.P.). 

GREAT NORTHERN Diver. Colymbus immer Brtinn. 

M. Staines Res., the bird first seen on December 11, 1938 (L.B.R., 1938, 
p. 19) was seen again on Jan. | and 5 (A.H.M., W.R.P., C.A.W.). 

BuAcK-THROATED DiveR. Colymbus a, arcticus L, 

E. Walthamstow Res., one on Nov. 18 (R.W.P., W.A.W.). 


RED-rHROATED DivER. Colymbus steilatus Pontopp. 

M./S. R. Thames, one at Twickenham, Nov. 1-15 (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 

Srock-Dove. Columba oenas lL. Sce special account on p. 25. 

TurtiE-Dove. Streptopelia t. turtur (L.). 

M. St James’s Park, one between May 25 and June 12 (R.A.R.). 

Ringep Puover. Charadrius h. hiaticula L. 

EK. Romford §.F., 25 on January 22, one on April 1, four on August 
27, 27 on Oct. 30, 30+ on Dec. 9, and two on Dec. 17 (B.C.L.B.). 

M. Staines Res., single birds on February 12 (A.F.W.), May 6 and 20, 
‘Aug. 27 (A.H.M.), Sept. 17 (C.A.W.) and Oct. 6 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on August 12 (E.G.P.). Beddington S.F., one 
on November 12 (L.P.). Brooklands S.F., one or two from May 
22 to June 10, two on July 138 (W.G.E.), and one to five from August 
17-26 (G.W.C., W.G.E., P.A.D.H.). 


GoLDEN Piover. Charadrius apricarius (? subsp.). 

E. Dagenham, five on January 28. Romford S.F., 16 on February 5 
and one on April 1 (B.C.L.B.). Waltham Marsh, last seen on May 
5, first seen on October 20; thirty on December 2 (A.R.S.). 

.M. Chiswick Eyot, one feeding on Thames mud, December 29 (E.G.P.). 
St John’s Wood, about 40 flew W. over Lord’s on December 29 
(H.M.R.K). Staines Res., single birds flew over on November 5 
(G.C.L.) and 24 (A.H.M.). Stanwell, 52 on April 2 and ten on 
December 26 (C.A.W.). 

S. Beddington S.F., one on January |, two on December 30 and four 
on December 31 (C.B.A.). 


Grey Piover. Squatarola s. squatarola (L.). 
M. Staines Res., one flew over calling on October 8 (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 


Lapwine. Vanellus vanellus (L.). 

S. An interesting paper by M. D. Lister on the fluctuations in the Lap- 
wing population on Priesthill Farm, Ewell, appeared in B.B., xxxii, 
260. 


TURNSTONE. Arenaria vt. interpres (L.). 

M. Staines Res., one on May 7 (A.H.M.). 

S. Brooklands S.F., four in summer plumage on May 22 (W.G.E.). 

Rurr. Philomachus pugnaz (I..). 

S. Brooklands S.F., one on May 19 (W.G.E.), one on August 20 and 
22 (W.G.E., P.A.D.H.), two from August 24-28 (W.G.E., W.D.P.), 
one on August 30, none on September 6 (W.G.E.), three from Sep- 
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tember 16-20 (C.B.A., W.G.E., W.D.P.), two on September 22, 
November 11 and 18 (W.G.E.). 


SANDERLING. Crocethia alba (Pall.). 

M. Staines Res., one on May 18 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one in winter plumage on April 6 (E.G.P., see also 
Joy Jom .6.6.40b) “100) 


Dunuw. Calidris alpina (? subsp.). 

KX. King George Res., one on July 30 (W.A.W.). Romford S.F., three 
on January 8, eight on February 12, 15 on February 19, 24 on 
March 5, 85 on December 9, and eight on December 17 (B.C.L.B.). 

M. Staines Res., one on December 23, and a flock of eight flew over on 
Dec. 27 (G.C.L., A.H.M.). Kensington Gardens, one by the Round 
Pond on May 3 may have been schinzi (Sir C. Hurcomb, B.B., 
xxxiil, 326). Hyde Park, one by the Serpentine on Dec. 7 (A.H.M.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., the birds brought by the cold spell of December 
1938 (Z.B.R., 1938, p. 21) did not stay long, nine being seen on 
January 2 (A.H.M.), eight on January 3 (W.R.P., A.F.W.), and 
two on January 7 (R.C.H.); on spring migration single birds ap- 
peared on March 18 (M.H.B.), April 22 (D.A.T.M., A.F.W.), and 
May 22 (E.G.P.), and W.R.P. saw two on April 25; on autumn 
migration single birds were seen on June 19 (a young bird, G.C.L.) 
and July 22 (A.H.M.). Brooklands S.F., on spring migration there 
were ten on March 11, one on March 31, five on April 15, three on 
April 16, and one from April 22 to May 22 (W.G.E.); on autumn 
migration there were four on July 13, three on July 17, one or two 
from July 21 to August 22 (W.G.E., P.A.D.H.), five on September 
17 (W.D.P.) and two on November 18 (W.G.E.). 


CuRLEW-SANDPIPER. Calidris testacea (Pall.). 


S. Brooklands S.F., four in summer plumage on June 2, and one on 
August 28 (W.G.E.). 


LittLe Stint. Calidris minuta (Leisl.). 
M. Staines Res., one on June 4 (G.C.L.). 
S. Brooklands S.F., two on May 31 and June 1 (W.G.E.). 


PuRPLE SANDPIPER. Calidris m. maritima (Briinn.). 

M. Staines Res., one on November 5 (G.C.L., A.H.M., P.T., C.A.W., 
see also B.B., xxxili, 197). This is the second record for Middlesex 
and the third for the London area as a whole. 

Common SanprirPerR. Tringa hypoleucos L. See special account on p, 27. 

Woop-Sanppirer. T'ringa glareola L. 

S. Brooklands S.F., one on May 31 and June 1 (W.G.E.). 

GREEN Sanppiper. T'ringa ochropus L. 

E. Buckhurst Hill, one in Roding Valley, Aug. 8, Dec. 3 & 17 (W.A.W.). 

H. Hamper Mill, parties of five, seven and eight seen during August 
and September (G.H.). 

M. Staines Moor, one on August 7 (C.A.W.). Staines Res., two on 
September 14 (A.H.M.). ; 
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S. Brooklands S.F., one or two from July 22 to August 27 and one on 
October 3 (W.G.E., W.D.P.). Epsom S.F., one on August 19 
(W.D.FP.). Mitcham, one at Watermeads on April 8 (G.B.). The 
locality on Oxted Brook where G.W.C. has recorded this species in 
the late summer and autumn of 1933 and 1936-39 proves to be about 
half a mile outside the Society’s area. 


British RepsHank. Tringa totanus britannica Mathews. 
See special account on p. 28. 


GREENSHANK. T'ringa nebularia (Gunn.). 

K. Abridge, one on April 8 (J.H.G.P.). 

H. Hamper Mill, one on August 27 (G.H.). 

M. Staines Moor, one on August 5 and two on August 27 (C.A.W.). 
Staines Res., three on August 31 and single birds on September 1 
(A.H.M.), 17 and 24 (C.A.W.). 

S. Barn KEims Res., one on June 17 (A.H.M.). Brooklands 8.F., two 
on June 2 (W.G.E.), one from August 16-20 (W.G.E., P.A.D.H.), 
two from Aug. 22-27 and one on Aug. 28 and 30 (W.G.E., W.D.P.). 


BLACK-TAILED Gopwit. JLimosa |. limosa (L.). 
M. Staines Res., a male in full plumage, April 27 (G.E.M.). 


ComMMON CuRLEW. Nwmenius a. arquata (L.). 

EK. Romford S.F., one on June 13 (B.C.L.B.). Wennington Marshes, 
one at Great Coldharbour Point, April 14 (R.S.R.F.). 

H. Cheshunt, one over Boyer’s Lake, July 14 (A.R.S.). 

M. St James’s Park, one on August 2 (R.A.R.). St John’s Wood, a 

pack flying W. over Lord’s on December 29 (H.M.R.K.). Staines 

Moor, six on August 5 and two on August 7 (C.A.W.). Wembley 

Park, several heard calling at 11 p.m. on August 13 (R.W.H.). 

Barn Elms Res., one on April 8 (B.G.P.). Brooklands S.F., one 

on March 13 (W.G.E.). 


Common SniPeE. Capella g. gallinago (I,.). 
H. Nested at Croxleygreen (J.D.M., J.A.S.). 
S. Nested at Buckland (R.S.R.F.). 


Jack Sniper, Lymnocryptes minimus (Briinn.). 

K. Sewardstone gravel pit, two on February 19 (W.A.W.), one on March 
5 (K.T.N.) and one on April 2 (W.A.W.). Waltham Marsh, three 
on October 20 (A.R.S.). 

H. Cheshunt, one on February 13 (A.R.S.). 

M. Ruislip Res., one or two till April 1 (W.R.P., C.C.R.), 10 on Octo- 
ber 29 and smaller numbers till the end of the year (P.J.H., W.R.P.., 
C.C.R., A.R.S., C.A.W.). Staines Moor, one on Jan. 29 (C.A.W.). 

S. Beddington S.F., three on Oct. 1 (P.W.R.). 


Woopcock. Scolopax r. rusticola L. 

K. Epping Forest, one on December 31 (F.J.J.). Theydon Bois, one 
flew over a garden on three occasions in September (R.P.S.). 

K. Hayes, five shot, Jan. 28; one shot and two seen on Dec. 2 (G.E.M.). 

M. Bushy Park, wintered in 1938-39 and was first seen in the winter 
of 1939-40 on November 2 (J.E,.R.). Hampstead Heath, one on the 
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West Heath on February 9 (K.D.S.); in The Times of February 13 
Mr H. Figgis reported two on the West Heath during Feb. 

S. Mitcham, one at Watermeads on October 29 (G.B.). Richmond 
Park, one on January 8 (W.J.L.S.) and 14 (E.W.) and October 28 
(D.A.R.). Upper Gatton estate, seen regularly December-June 
(G.W.P.). Wimbledon Common, one on Fektuary 6 (Adm. Sir B. 
Domvile in The Times, February 8, 1939). 


Buack TERN. Chlidonias n. niger (L.). 

EK. King George Res., two on June 24 (W.A.W.). 

M. Staines Res., seven on May 31 (A.H.M.), and one on November 4 
(R.S.R.F.) and 5 (G.C.L., A-H.M., P.T., C.A.W., see aise 
Xxxlll, 197). 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on May 16 (A.H.M.). 


Common Tern, Sterna h. hirundo Ih, 

E. King George Res., one on May 20 and twelve on June 24 (W.A.W.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., four on June 3 (A.H.M., E.G.P., P.T.), two on 
June 17 (G.C.L., A.H.M.) and one on June 29 (E.G.P.) Mitcham 
Junction gravel pit, one on May 6 (C.B.A., G.B.). 


LittLte Gury. Larus minutus Pall. 

M. Staines Res., a juvenile on September 30 (A.H.M.), an adult going 
into winter plumage on October 29 (D.A.T.M.) and one on Noyem- 
ber 15 and 16 (G.C.L., A.H.M.). 


BLACK-HEADED GuuL. Larus r. ridibundus L. 

M. One ringed at Littleton on December 27, 1934, was recovered at 
Acton (10m. N.E.) on February 28, 1939 (B.B., xxxui, 160). 

S. Two birds ringed at Molesey on December 7, 1936, were recovered 
in Denmark in 1938, one in Jutland on June 18 and one in Zealand 
on October 22 (B.B., xxxii, 363). A bird recovered by G.B. at Bed- 
dington S.F. cn March 22, 1939, had heen ringed on the island of 
Oesel, Estonia, on July 6, 1929. 


SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GutL. Larus f. fuscus L. 

M. Wembley Park, one with a noticeably sooty-black mantle feeding 
on a sports ground on January 16 (R.W.H.). 

M./S. BR. Thames, two, with two British, by Chiswick Eyot on Decem- 
ber 30 (G.C.L.). 

S. Barn Elms Res., two on April 20, six on August 9 and twenty on 
August 28 (A.H.M.). 


British LESSER BLACK-BACKED GuuL. Larus fuscus graellsii Brehm. 
The largest counts were of 220 on the Thames foreshore at Ham- 
mersmith on August 21 and of 219 at Barn Elms Res. on August 9 
(A.H.M.). Several winter records were received as usual. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GuLL, Larus marinus L. 

Records of small numbers in the winter months were received from 
Barn Elms Res., Chiswick Eyot, King George Res., Lonsdale Road 
Res., Richmond Park, St James’s Park, and West Molesey Res. ; 
max, count, 12 at Molesey on January 1 (P.A.D.H.). 
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IceLaANp Guu. Larus leucopterus Vieill. 

M. Staines Res., an immature bird, probably in second year plumage, 
was seen on December 25 by C.A.W. and again on December 31 by 
G.C.L., A.H.M. and C.A.W. This was the first definite Middlesex 
record and the second for the London area as a whole. (See also 
ee eXX XM 281) 

S. Barn Elms Res., one on April 15 (D.A.T.M., see also B.B., xxxiii, 
28). This was the first record for Surrey and for the London area. 

. As the bird flew off in the direction of the Middlesex shore, it is 
also claimed as the first Middlesex record. 


Warter-Rait. Lallus a. aquaticus L. 

K. Beckenham, one in Kelsey Park, on April 2 (A.J.R.). 

S. Beddington and Mitcham Junction Ponds, the usual winter records, 
but not between March 25 and December 17 (C.B.A., G.B., L.P.). 
Brooklands S.F., one on September 16 (C.B.A.). 


Pueasant. Phasianus colchicus Le 
M. Bushy Park, two eggs were found in a Mallard’s nest (J.E.R.). 


Common Partripvek. Perdix p. 'perdix (L.). 

M. Bayswater, one on the lawn of Inverness House on April 21 flew 
off eastwards (C.H.B.). Fulham, one in a small garden in the early 
morning of April 18 flew off on being disturbed (L.B.). 

Rev-LEGGED PartrrinGe. Alectoris r+. rufa (L.). 

EK. North Weald, a pair on April 16. Stapleford Tawney, three on 
July 9 (R.S.R.F.). Waltham Abbey, noted on January 28 and 
Maren 20 (A.R.S.). 

S. Beddington S.F., one on December 17 (C.B.A.). 


Special Species for 1939. 


PoE reports on the species chosen by the British Trust for Ornitho- 

logy for special study in 1939 are based on the Society’s records 
and an exhaustive review of the published literature. A preliminary 
list of sources was given in the London Bird Report for 1936, and it is 
hoped to bring this up to date in the next issue. References to counties 
- are only to those parts which he within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral 
(see map in 1936 Report). 





BrittsH GouprincH, Carduelis c. britannica (Hart.). 

In the London area the Goldfinch is a local and sparsely distributed 
resident, and a common visitor from late summer to early spring, often 
consorting with other finches. At the beginning of the century it was 
much scarcer both in the breeding season and as a visitor during the 
rest of the year than it is now. Its subsequent increase is commonly 
attributed to the effect of the Wild. Birds Protection Act, but this may 
well be a case of post hoc, ergo propter hoc argument, 
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In the Kent part of the area it was fairly common as a breeding 
species when Ticehurst wrote in 1909, particularly around Sevenoaks 
and Westerham and in the Upper Darent valley. In 1939 it was re- 
ported to be a common breeding species on the North Downs in the 
vicinity of Farnborough, Orpington, Shoreham, Halstead, Brasted, 
Cudham and Chevening. In one small area near Farnborough four 
nests were found and two or three other pairs probably nested. Nest- 
ing was also reported from Hayes in 1939, and birds have been seen in 
the breeding season in the past few years in Beckenham Park and at 
Evnsford, Otford and Westerham. 


In the Surrey part of the area breeding has been reported since 1929 
from Addlestone, Beddington, Godstone, Ewell, Kew Gardens, Limps- 
field, Mitcham Coes and Richmond eee and birds have also been 
soueiad in the breeding season from Arbrook Common, Epsom Sewage 
Farm, Norbury Park, Putney, Wallington, Warlingham, Weybridge, 
Wimbledon Common and Worms Heath in the same period. The scar- 
city of breeding records from the Surrey part of the North Downs is 
noteworthy. 


North of the Thames the Goidfinch appears to be less common as a- 
breeding bird. In Bucks there is only a record from Richings Park in 
1931. In Middlesex the Goldfinch was almost unknown at the be- 
ginning of the century in the Harrow and Staines districts, but ap- 
parently nested regularly round Enfield and at Winchmore Hill prior 
to 1908. In the Harrow district T. H. Harrisson dates its re-establish- 
ment as a breeding species from 1927-28. Since then the bird has been 
recorded as breeding at Harrow-on-the-Hill, Ruislip, Southall, Oster- 
ley, Hampton Court, Northwood, Stanmore, Elstree, Enfield Chase and 
in the Colne Valley between Harefield and Uxbridge, ana has been noted 
in the breeding season at Wembley, Mill Hill, Stag Lane and Horsendon 
Hill and on Hampstead Heath. E. C. Rowhberry found that it had 
increased considerably in the south-west of the county, nine pairs nest- 
ing in one area in 1931. In Hertfordshire there are only three recent 
breeding records, from Bushey in 1930, and from Cassiobury Park, Wat- 
ford, in 1932 and 1934. In Essex the only actual breeding records are 
from Chigwell, Claybury and Woodford in 1907-08, but the bird has 
been seen in the breeding season of recent years in Epping Forest, 
Nazeing and in the Roding Valley at Passingford Bridge, Stanford 
Rivers and Ongar. 

Orchards are a very favourite habitat of goldfinches in the nesting 
season, which explains why they are abundant in Kent and 8.W. Middle- 
sex. Tr the Farnborough district they show particular preference for 
one type of plum-tree and only rarely nest in apple-trees. Gardens, 
hedgerows, oak copses and open commons are also mentioned as nesting 
habitats, and nests have been recorded in pines, in a high beech hedge, 
in elder and laurel bushes, and 15 feet up in a horse-chestnut. They 
rarely nest very far from human habitations. 

From July round to early April records of goldfinches in the London 
area are much more frequent, The types of habitat most favoured are | 
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alder trees, and waste ground on which grow seeding thistles and other 
composite plants. Out of 56 separate feeding records, 16 refer to alders, 
18 to thistles, 12 to other plants, mostly composites, three each to birches 
and conifers, two to insects, and one each to a cornfield and a hayfield. 
There are records for four kinds of thistle, Cnicus lanceolatus, C, 
arvensis, O. palustris and Silybuwm marianum, for such composites as the 
dandelion (7. officinale), groundsel (S. vulgaris), ragwort (S. jacobaea), 
hardheads (C. scabiosa, C. nigra and C. cyanus), teasel (D. sylvestris), 
eolden-rod (S. virgaurea), and Aster trifoliwm, and for such other plants 
as angelica (A. sylvestris), chickweed (S. media), persicaria (P. persi- 
caria), great plantain (P. major), and shepherd’s purse (C. bursa- 
pastoris). The hardheads, great knapweed, black knapweed and corn- 
flower appear to be second favourites to the thistles. The two insect 
food records relate to birds visiting a pear-tree in a Putney garden 
apparently to feed on aphids, and to a flock of 20-80 feeding on the fly 
Aleyrodes brassicae Walker on Brussels sprouts in Bushy Park in Janu- 


ary 1939. 


The size of goldfinch flocks seen in the London area is usually be- 
tween half-a-dozen and 39, but flocks of 50-100 are not infrequent and 
several of over 100 are on record. The largest is one of over 500 in 
Bushy Park in October 1937. Other large flocks include one of 200 seen 
mobbing a Little Owl in the Beddlestead valley near Warlingham by 
A. Beadell prior to 1932, and flocks of 120-160 and about 150 seen on 
Epsom Common on September 14, 1933, and September 18, 1938, re- 
spectively. These very large flocks are usually composed of goldfinches 
only, but the smaller parties are often mixed with siskins and lesser 
redpolls, especially on alders, and association with chaffinches and linnets 
has also been recorded. The question naturally arises—Where do ali 
these winter goldfinches come from? Many of them no doubt are birds 
bred locally or in other parts of the British Tsles, but it is difficult: to 
believe that none of them come from the Continent, though no speci- 
men of the continental form has yet been satisfactorily identified any- 
where in the British Isles. 


In the autumn and winter goldfinches occasionally visit the Central 
Parks in small numbers and sometimes turn up in suburban gardens or 
In Open spaces such as those surrounding Barn Elms and Walthamstow 
Reservoirs. In general, however, in the London area the goldfinch is 
a bird of rather sparsely built-up areas, avoiding both the open country 
and large tracts of brick and mortar. Resa Ra ke 


Stock-Dover. Colwmba oenas L. 


The Stock-Dove is a locally common resident in the London area, 
frequenting mainly park-like country with old and scattered trees in 
the breeding season and often found on arable land in the winter, The 
nesting sites of all recent breeding records for which details are avail- 
able were holes in trees or the tops of pollard willows. 


Since 1920 there is no record of the Stock-Dove breeding in the Kent 
part of the area, and the only note of its occurrence between April and 
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June is of several seen on Stone and Swanscombe marshes on May 26, 
1934... In Surrey since 1920 breeding has been reported from Ashtead 
Common, Banstead, Beddington Park, Gatton Park, Ham Common, 
Limpsfield, Oatlands Park, Petersham, Richmond Park and Warlingham 
and it is stated to be resident at Beddington Sewage Farm, Mitcham 
Junction, Nonsuch Park, Ravensbury Park, and Watermeads. North 
of the Thames, in Bucks the Stock-Dove probably breeds in Black and 
Langley Parks. Since 1920 it has been recorded as breeding in Middle- 
sex at Harefield, Ruislip, Harrow, Staines and Bushy Park and as pre- 
sent in the breeding season at East Lodge, Trent Park, Stanwell Place, 
Osterley Park, Hendon Park Farm, Stanmore, Wembley Park, and Ken 
Wood. In Herts it has definitely bred since 1920 at Chorleywood, 
Elstree and Sandy Lodge and probably at East Barnet Valley, Northaw 
and Panshanger Park. In Essex definite breeding records since 1920 
come from Epping Forest, Theydon and Wanstead Park and the bird 
has also been seen in the breeding season at Brentwood, Little Warley, 
Romford Sewage Farm, South Chingford, Waltham Marsh and Waltham- 
stow Reservoirs. In Inner London the Stock-Dove is probably com- 
moner than most people think, as it is easily confused with the numerous 
semi-domestic pigeons. A pair nests regularly in Holland Park and 
possibly nesting also takes place in Kensington Gardens, where Stock- 
Doves are often seen in the breeding season. 


The earliest nest recorded is one with two eggs on March 5, 1936, 
at Sandy Lodge and the latest one with two eggs in Bushy Park on 
July 3, 1936. On June 29, 1924, a nest with three eggs was found at 
Oak Hill, Theydon. The only unorthodox nesting site recorded is in- 
side a boat-house on Navestock Park Lake, where a pair nested in 1906 
and 1909. 


Most flocks of Stock-Doves appear to range from half-a-dozen to 30 
or 40 birds, but larger ones are regular in some areas. The largest 
of these were one of about 300 birds on the site of the new reservoirs 
at Staines in October 1937, and one of 250-300 birds on arable land at 
Hayes, Kent, in January 1938. Flocks of about 150 were seen at 
Chorleywood in December 1933 and on arable land at West Molesey in 
March 1938, and flocks of about 100 were seen at Brooklands Sewage 
Farm in August and September 1929, in Richmond Park in March 1935, 
and at West Molesey in October 1938. There is some evidence from 
Richmond Park that Stock-Doves are not truly gregarious but that the 
flocks are aggregations of birds attracted to a common feeding-place, 
in this case the place where food is put down for the deer. A few Stock- 
Doves sometimes go with Wood-Pigeon flocks. 


A recent correspondence in British Birds (xxxili, 140, 165, 196) has 
drawn attention to the occasional flocking of Stock-Doves in the breed- 
ing season, Flocks of 12 and 35 in early May and June 1933 and 1934 
respectively were seen at Elstree and one of 40 at Bushey in May 1936. 
To these can be added flocks of 44 at Beddington Sewage Farm on June 
26, 1932, and of about 60 at West Molesey on May 28, 1988. R. 8S. R. F- 
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ComMMon SANDPIPER. T'ringa hypoleucos L. 


This species is a regular and common double passage migrant in the 
London area. It is most often seen at the reservoirs and sewage farms 
but 1t has also been recorded from most of the rivers and large ponds 
and is likely to cccur wherever there is water. 

On the spring migration it is usually first seen about the middle of 
April and has left for its northern breeding grounds by the end of May. 
The extreme dates appear to be April 5, 1939, at Kelsey Park, Kent, 
and June 11, 1933, at Navestock Lake in Essex. The peak of the spring 
migration cecurs about the last week of April to the first week of May, 
April records being more frequent in Surrey and Kent than in the 
northern part of the area. The Common Sandpiper is much less 
numerous on the spring passage than in the autumn and the records 
are mainly of single birds, and even at the peak of the spring migra- 
tion it is exceptional for more than two or three to be seen together. 
The return passage is of longer duration and occasional birds are seen 
in early July. Larger numbers arrive towards the end of the month 
and the migration continues throughout August to the end of Septem- 
ber, while stragglers are often recorded up to mid-October. The ex- 
treme dates for the autumn passage are July 1, 1938, at Barn Elms 
Reservoirs in Surrey, and October. 31, 1937, also at Barn Elms. The 
peak of the autumn migration is from the end of July to mid-September, 
and during this period the Common Sandpiper is observed at the reser- 
voirs and sewage farms in numbers varying from 5 to 20 birds, the 
maxunum being 35 at Romford Sewage Farm on August 138, 1938. 

In the London area the reservoirs and sewage farms, mainly grouped 
in the Thames and Lea Valleys, are well-known haunts both of birds 
and of bird-watchers, so it is not surprising that the majority of re- 
cords of the passage of Common Sandpipers should be from these places. 
Ab Barn Elms Reservoir in Surrey it has been regularly observed on 
both migrations since 1925. At other reservoirs and sewage farms in 
the valleys of the Thames, Lea, Colne, Wandle, Wey, Hogsmill, and 
Mole and at Elstree and Brent Reservoirs and Romford Sewage Farm 
it is seen most years on the autumn migration but less frequently on 
the shorter spring passage, when it is possible that the smaller num- 
bers escape notice. 

Apart from the reservoirs and sewage farms, occasional birds are 
seen by most of the rivers and at the larger ponds in the area, includ- 
ing those in public parks and commons. There are no records from the 
Cray or Darent Valleys in Kent, probably due to lack of observation. 
In ‘the Thames valley, apart from the reservoirs, the Common Sand- 
piper has been observed at various points along the river from Green- 
hithe to Chertsey and it is seen most years in the London Parks, par- 
ticularly in Richmond Park and by the Serpentine. In Inner London 
before 1925 the Common Sandpiper occurred fairly often on the spring 
migration but one flying across the Serpentine on August 7, 1925, was 
recorded by A. Holte Macpherson as the first seen in Inner London on 
the autumn passage for 21 years. A Common Sandpiper was recorded 
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again in Kensington Gardens or Hyde Park in the autumns of 1926-7-8, 
and since 1933 the proportion of autumn, particularly August, records 
for the Central Parks has increased and the Common Sandpiper is now 
more commonly seen on the autumn passage than in the spring. C. L. 
Collenette reports a similar increase in the proportion of August re- 
cords for Richmond Park since 1936. 


The Common Sandpiper’s characteristic call note has been heard over 
the closely populated streets of London on the following occasions :— 


Clapton, 8/9/26, heard calling while passing over; Thornton Heath, 28/7/30, one 
flew over High Street at 10.30 p.m. calling in the dark; Smith Square, S.W.1, 
23/7/30, one heard calling twice: West Barnes, Malden, 27/5/35, flying west 
at 9.30 p.m.; East Sheen, 10/9/36, birds heard calling overhead at 8 p.m., 
also on 5/8/37 at 10.15 p.m. and on 13/8/87 at 12.15 a.m. 


In recent years the Common Sandpiper has wintered on at least 
seven occasions in the London area:—At Walthamstow Reservoirs, 
1927-8 and 1938-9; at Barn Elms Reservoirs, 1930-1; at West Molesey 
Reservoirs, 1930-1, 1931-2 and 1938-9; and at Hampton and Kempton 
Reservoirs, 1932-3. These records all refer to solitary birds which have 
been observed on a number of dates in the winter months between the 
Autumn and Spring migrations. EB 2: 


British RepsHANK. T'ringa totanus britannica Mathews. 


The Redshank now breeds regularly in all the larger river valleys 
in the London area, and is a regular passage migrant, in larger num- 
bers in spring than autumn, at the reservoirs and some sewage farms. 
As a regular winter visitor 1t appears to be almost confined to the Thames 
foreshore. below Woolwich. It seems probable that Redshanks have 
always bred on the Thames marshes, and that round about 1905-6 they 
began to spread inland, until by now they have occupied nearly all the 
suitable localities available. In most cases marshy fields near a running 
stream, sometimes only a very small one, are chosen, but in one or two 
cases they have nested in dry grass fields. In the London area’ Red- 
shanks usually return to their breeding haunts in mid-March, but ocea- 
sionally as early as February. In the rare cases where they are seen in 
their breeding haunts after July, the birds are probably on passage. 
A brief summary of known breeding localities follows; the date of the 
first known nesting or probable nesting 1s given in brackets. 

Thames Marshes: breeds in some numbers as far up as Erith Marshes on the 
Kent side and Beckton on the Essex side, but as these marshes are rarely visited, 
actual records are few. Twenty pairs were seen on Swanscombe Marshes in 1934 
and 1937 and sixteen pairs on Erith Marshes in 1938. 

Darent Valley : two or three pairs nest between Westerham and Lullingstone 
(ec. 1919). 

Pool River Valley : noted at Elmers End Sewage Farm in April and May 1935 
and March 1937, but no evidence of. nesting. 

Wandle Valley: three or four pairs nest on Beddington Sewage Farm (1910: 
certainly since 1929). 

Hogsmill Valley : has been recorded on Epsom Sewage Farm in the breeding 
season in several years since 1929, and one or two pairs may have bred in some 
years, e.g. 1935. . 
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Mole Valley : probably breeds at Fetcham cress beds (1935) and Island Barn 
Sewage Farm, Molesey (1929). 

Wey Valley: several pairs breed at Brooklands Sewage Farm (1929). 

Colne Valley : Langley Sewage Farm, one pair (1937); Staines Moor, three pairs 
(1932); between Uxbridge and Harefield (1929); Harefield cress beds, possibly in 
1927; Ruislip Reservoir, 1933-38: Harefield, near Jackets Lane, two pairs. 1935-36: 
Croxleygreen, four pairs, 1939; Hamper Mill (1935); Oxhey, one pair probably in 
1933; Radlett, probably nested in 1915, 1916, and 1929; Aldenham, probably nested 
in 1926-27; Elstree Reservoir, one pair nested in most years, 1929-35: Letchmore 
Heath, probably nested in a dry grass field, 1934: Colney Street, two pairs, 1939 
(one or two pairs nested ‘“‘ near Watiord ”’ in 1906-07). 

Gade Valley : three pairs near Huntonbridge (1934). 

Brent Valley : South Harrow Sewage Farm, two to four pairs bred probably 
from 1921, certainly from 1928 till 1932, since when the farm does not seem 10 
have been visited by bird-watchers; Pinner Sewage Farm, one pair probably 
bred, 1930. The bird was not known in the Harrow district in 1903. 

Lea Valley: Rye House, possibly, 1914; near Roydon, possibly 1920: Brox- 
bourne, nested 1907, probably 1913 and 1916, possibly 1930; Nazeingwood Common, 
two or more pairs probably, 1907-37: Waltham Marsh (1988); Enfield Lock, pos- 
sibly 1939; Enfield, nested regularly near Ridgway, 1902-12 and possibly at Cuckoo 
Hall Farm, 1915, 1916, and 1923: Marshes adjoining Kine George Reservoir 
probably since 1930; Edmonton Sewage Farm, one or two pairs nested 1910-12, 
and 1935, probably also 1933-34 and 1938, but not in 1936; Walthamstow Sewage 
Farm probably 1925, possibly 1924, 1928. 

Roding Valley: has probably nested between Woodford Green and Abridge 
in every year since 1911, either in marshy fields by river or on sewage farms 
at Abridge, Chigwell and Theydon Bois, but actual records only for 1911, 1913, 
and 1932; Navestock Park (1933). 

Beam River Valley : Romford Sewage Farm, probably 1938-39. 

Ingrebourne River Valley: Upminster Common, possibly 1921; Harold Wood, 
three or four pairs, in short pasture (c. 1934). 

Mardyke Valley: East Horndon, about 10 pairs bred, 1908-21, and three birds 
were seen in June 1939. A colony of about six pairs reported ‘“‘ near Brentwood ” 
in 1912 may refer to this. 


On passage Redshanks, possibly of the Continental and Iceland as 
well as the British forms, are most often noticed at Barn Elms, Staines 
and Walthamstow Reservoirs, and appear to be regular on autumn pas- 
sage at Brooklands Sewage Farm. They have also been noticed on both 
passages at the Brent Reservoir, Richmond Park, and Watford Sewage 
Farm, on spring passage at Littleton Reservoir, on Wimbledon Common 
and near St Albans and on autumn passage at the Highgate Ponds, Bed- 
dington Sewage Farm, W. Molesey, Stoke Newington, and King George 
Reservoirs, and Dartford Marshes. In the winter months Redshanks 
are probably regular along the Thames foreshore and are said to be so 
at. Watford Sewage Farm. Occasional birds have been recorded in winter 
from the Barn Elms, Hampton, King George and Staines Reservoirs, 
from Beddington, Romford, and Theydon Bois Sewage Farms, Richmond 
Park, Hamper Mill and Chingford. 

In Inner London, Redshanks have four times been seen or heard in 
Hyde Park (May, July, October and November) and on February 3, 
1917, a bitterly cold day, the late EK. G. B. Meade-Waldo saw four flying 
round the courtyard of Victoria Station. R.S.R. F. 
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Arrival and Departure of Migrants, 


1929-39: A SUMMARY. 
By E. D. and E. R. Parrinper. 


INCE 1929 the first dates on which migrant birds have been observed 

in the London area have been given each year in The London 
Naturalist and the London Bird Report, and since 1933 the latest dates 
have also been given. The time now seems opportune to summarise 
these data and to consider 1f any useful purpose will be served by the 
publication of similar lists in future.* 

The observaticns cover a total of 59 species, but of these five only 
eccur once, and the records for 19 others are too few to form a basis 
for calculating a mean arrival date. A series of 11 consecutive dates is 
available for the majority of the remaining 35 species and mean arrival 
dates have been calculated for these and are shown in column (2) of 
the two tables on p. 32. All but three (White Wagtail, Wheatear, and 
Common Sandpiper) of the summer migrants breed in the area. No 
mean dates were based on less than eight records and in only four cases 
(Reed-Warbler and Brambling, nine records; Nightjar and Siskin, eight 
records) were less than ten dates used. 

After caleulating the means for the summer migrants it was found 
that the date of 9.3.30 for the Whinchat was 37 days earlier than the 
mean and 32 days earlier than the next earliest date and it was con- 
sequently excluded and a fresh mean calculated. Among the winter 
migrants an early September record for the Goldeneye was 40 days 
earlier than the mean and was similarly excluded, as were two Decem- 
ber records for the Brambling and Siskin. An early record for the 
Common Sandpiper at a reservoir where the bird was known to have 
spent the winter was also omitted. 

Column (3) of the table shows the extreme variation from the mean 
dates and column (4) the mean variation, plus or minus the arrival date. 
’ Thus the mean range of the Tree-Pipit is from March 30 to April 7, 
.and in fact 10 out of the 11 records fall within this period. It is in- 
teresting that the extreme range of the Cuckoo is only nine days and 
the mean range four days, and that six of the earliest dates are within 
these four days. This constancy is possibly explained by the unmistak- 
able call making the detection of the bird nearly simultaneous with its 
arrival in the area. 

With the possible exception of Essex and Surrey there were insuffi- 
cient numbers of observations to justify the compilation of separate mean 
dates for each county in the area. It was possible, however, to caleu- 
late mean arrival dates for the whole of the area north of the Thames 


*An interesting comparison is provided by the summary of Hertfordshire 
migrant dates for the period 1879-1935 by Charles Oldham in Trans. Herts. 
Nat. Hist. Soc. (19387), =x, 141. ; 


ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MIGRANTS. Sil 


and for the whole of the area south of the Thames, and a comparison 
of the results is given in column (5) of the table. Species marked ‘‘S ”’ 
are those in which the mean is earlier in the south and those marked 
*““N ” are earlier in the north of the area. 

For the Reed-Warbler, Nightjar, and Wryneck and for the winter 
migrants less than eight records were used in the calculation of the 
mean for either north or south and the figures should therefore be treated 
with reserve. The difference between the north and south mean arri- 
val dates is shown in brackets. It should be realised that the north 
and south mean arrival dates, which are not shown-in the table, are 
necessarily later than for the whole of the area. It will be seen that 
in the case of four species the mean arrival is the same for both parts 
of the area, for 18 species it 1s earlier south of the Thames and for six 
species it is earlier north of the Thames. Too much significance should 
not be attached to this comparison: the Surrey commons provide plenti- 
ful breeding grounds for most of the warblers and other migrants and 
the chances of early detection are high; also much depends on the dis- 
tribution of bird-observers. 


The latest dates of departure of migratory birds have been published 
since 1933, but the records are spasmodic and in many cases fewer than 
seven dates are available. With the end of the nesting season and the 
decrease in the amount of song, the smaller passerines, and the warblers 
in particular, become difficult to detect in the close summer foliage 
and last observations may bear no relation to the actual departure of 
the bird. It has, therefore, only been considered of value to calculate 
the mean departure dates for the most conspicuous species, and the 
figures for the Swallow, House-Martin and Swift are given in Table 2. 
The date, 2.12.33, for the Swallow was excluded. 

It should be emphasised that the migration dates which have been 
published each year, and for which the mean arrival dates have been 
compiled, are the first and last recorded dates on which each species 
was observed. Most of the records are of individual birds and the dates 
bear no relation to the arrival and departure of the main body of the 
species. It should also be made clear that an indeterminate interval 
must elapse between the actual arrival of any species and its detection 
in the field. This lag depends partly on the number of observers, but 
it is largely due to the fact that most bird-watching takes place at the 
week-ends, 

_ First and last dates of the observed appearance of migratory birds 
are not of much significance in the study of bird migration, and the 
continued tabulation of these records does not appear to serve any very 
useful purpose now that we know the approximate dates at which to 
expect the first individuals of the commoner species. More records are 
required for the migrants not included in Table 1 as well as of depar- 
ture dates and of arrival dates which fall outside the mean variation 
(i.e., other than between March 30 and April 7 in the case of the Tree- 
Pipit). In the present and future [London Bird Reports dates falling 
outside the mean variation will be published among the specific notes. 
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Species. 
SUMMER VISITORS. 
Tree-Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
White Wagtail 
Red-backed Shrike 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Chiffchaff 
Willow-Warbler 
Wood-Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Sedge-Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 
Whitethroat 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Wheatear 
Whinchat 
Redstart 
Nightingale 
Swallow 
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Sand Martin 
Swift 
Nightjar 
Wryneck 
Cuckoo 
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WINTER VISITORS. 
Siskin 
Brambling 
Fieldfare 
Redwing 
Goldeneye 
Goosander 
Smew 
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Species. 
Swallow 
House Martin 
Swift 
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Mean 


Comparison 
between 
North and 
South of the 


Variation. Variation. River Thames. 


TABLE 1. 
Mean 
Arrival Extreme 
Date. 
3.1V. —15+ 4 
4.iv. —1ii+ 4 
8.iv. — 25+16 
WeWie —10+10 
6.V. —10+10 
23.111 —15+ 8 
30. ili —104+ 8 
25.1V — 9+10 
Q4.iV — 10+12 
29.1V — 6+ 8 
18.iv — 9411 
18.iv —15+13 
10.iv —19+13 
15.iv — 8+ 5 
2Q1.iv — 8+13 
23.111 —15+4+11 
18.iv — 8+12 
8.iV —12+i1 
18.iv — 8+12 
6.iv. —10+ 7 
10.iv — 22+10 
Salve —15+11 
22.1V ~ 9+ 5 
12.v. —13+10 
8.iv —11+12 
d1.iv —~ 44+ 5 
30.iV — 8+ 6 
13.iv — 8+410 
QAO — 20421 
lsyp.< — o4+°7 
29. — 14426 
ADDER — 154+ 22 
iN7/5h6 —21+12 
30.X = Sets 
Dix —17+13 
TABLE 2. 
Mean 
Departure Extreme 
Date. Variation. 
aed —16+ 4 
28x. — 6+15 
16.ix. —17+20 
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S. ( 6 days) 
Same 
S. ( 4 days) 
Same 


N. ( 2 days) 
S. ( 3 days) 
S. (3 days) 
S..( 2 days) 
S..( 2 daa 
N. ( 1 day) 
N. ( 2 days) 
Same 

S. (@aiaiys) 
S. (3 days) 
Same 

S. {3 days) 
N. (10 days) 
S. ((3' days) 
N.. ( 1 day) 
S. ( 2 days) 
S. (7 days) 
S. (1 day) 
N. ( 2 days) 
S. ( 4 days) 
S. (15 days) 
S. (4 days) 
S.-( 6 days) 
S. ( 6 days) 


S. (18 days) 
S. (20 days) 
Same 

Same 

N. (17 days) 
N. (25 days) 
S. (5 days) 


Comparison 
between 
N. and 8. 

of R. Thames. 

N. (9 days) 

Same 

S. (3 days) 


= Bird Rineiag, 1939. 


MHE Society’s returns to the Bird Ringing Committee of the British 

< Trust for Ornithology show a considerable increase. 1482 birds of 
_ 60 species were ringed, as compared with 673 birds of 47 species in 1938. 
The record total of 1976 birds in 1937, included 937 Manx Shearwaters, 
whereas this year’s figures reflect a more evenly distributed increase. 
The Society’s trap at Beddington Sewage Farm made a considerable 
contribution to the fact that the number of adult birds trapped again 
exceeds the number of nestlings. The following table analyses the efforts 
of the 17 ringers who took part in the work :— 





Name of Ringer. Nestlings. Trapped. Total. 
ire A SINEMA oN orl vc emery tee ee a 41 8 19 
CRLAOR Na 222 81120 Co eR ee 36 93 129 
roids £9 512 00 Rea ne IM aa - 46 163 209 
B. C. L. Boyd and H. B. Fossey ... 6 — 6 
OP eOUMONCEL E3205. i is ee eoesnk pee 8 8 
PAN an (COUTTS: 25 eo Dies a wala 281 26 307 
Miss J. Fisk (per Miss L. Frederick) 10 2 12 
Peery ee LOL |S Rosi iees eke renee 81 1 82 
LASS leg] C0) nT ST Rea RRR SI katy ace eR 20 60 80 
GE SAE cy aR ero a 8 23 31 
BRL 2) EAR Re 14 201 215 
BBR Ser NTS SA Rc aa 26 61 87 
DEA a WAeRCE iy i 49 — 49 
Et ee NLU ET WV OOU ices oe 24 13 37 
LOPE G8 WN 5 Se a i — 50 50 
ON VMLPEIE. oem gan Fi hk 9 152 161 

Oia AGO Wea ena es hr 621 861 1482 
Otay TORR ieee eer 239 434 673 
LUC ie ps 1 5 7a aOR cx oR ga ena 901 1075 1976 


The most numerous species ringed were: — 


Nad ta Ha Ln SS Oe ART ee 283 Sone. Thrush as vies 
Great: Sleiae .er 259 dU NUK veel 2h Ra tes eat a Alene BR Rey 59 
Manx Shearwater .......... 140 Ghattmeh <2 a7 hc ee ee 53 
BACK DIP Ea ae 123 PROT sae Pee ari a a a ees 46 


We welcome six new ringers:—Miss J. Fisk (per Miss L. Frederick) 
and Messrs C. B. Ashby, B. C. L. Boyd, H. B. Fossey, D. A. Rawlence 
and C. A. White. 

Rings may be obtained at a cost of 1/- per packet of 20 from the 
Bird Ringing Secretary—R. W. Hale, 6 Grendon Gardens, Wembley 
Park, Middsx.—who will be glad to hear from any member interested 
in ringing. 

Details of birds recovered in the Society’s area, or ringed in the 
area and recovered elsewhere will be found in the specific notes under 
Starling, Greenfinch, Linnet, Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Barn-Owl, 
‘ Sparrowhawk, Heron, Goosander and Black-headed Gull. Space does 
‘not permit of our giving details of recoveries of birds ringed by mem- 
bers of the Society outside the Society’s area. 
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